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OF 


INSPECTOR    OF    MINES. 


First  District  of  West  Virginia. 


To  His  Excellency,  Wm.  A.  MacCokkle, 

Governor  of  West  Virginia'. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  for  your  consideration, 
my  report  as  Inspector  of  Mines,  for  the  First  District  of  West 
Virginia,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1895. 

I  have  made  two  visits  through  the  district  during  the  year,  in- 
cluding mines  that  were  in  purview  of  the  law,  that  were  in  opera- 
tion, giving  especial  attention  to  those  mines  that  were  considered 
dangerous. 

There  is  a  general  improvement  in  the  methods  of  work,  ventila- 
tion, and  drainage,  throughout  the  District  for  the  past  year. 

Fans  and  furnaces  have  been  added,  which  greatly  improve  ven- 
tilation. Also,  ropes  and  motors  for  hauling  the  coal,  have  been 
placed  at  several  of  the  mines. 

There  have  been  no  labor  troubles  during  the  past  year. 

All  my  instructions  for  the  safety  of  both  men  and  mines,  have 
been  promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  of  the  production  of  both  coal  and  coke 
throughout  the  District,  over  my  last  report. 

I  am  sony  to  note  that  there  is  an  increase  of  the  fatal  accidents 
of  the  past  year,  over  the  previous  one.     This  increase  was  caused 
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by  two  explosions,  namely:  The  Blanche  Mine  explosion,  which 
occurred  Nov.  20th,  1894,  "killing  8  men;  and  the  Monongah  Mine 
explosion,  on  May  25th,  1895.  which  killed  4  men.  1  trust  that 
the  direful  results  of  these  calamities  will  be  a  warning  to  both  op- 
erators and  miners  to  use  every  precaution  uecessary  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  same. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement 
of  the  non  fatal  accidents,  the  number  for  this  year  being  less  than 
half  for  the  previous  year. 

The  tables  hereto  appended  will  show  complete  and  reliable  in- 
formation on  these  points,  as  directed  by  the  mining  law  of  West 
Virginia. 

Very  Respectfully, 

David  M.  Harr,   Inspector  of  Mine*  of 

the  First  District  of  West  Virginia. 
Fairmont,  West  Va.,  Dec.  31st,  1895. 


DESCRIPTION  AND  LOCATION  OF  MINES  IN  THE 
FIRST  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Brooke  County. 

BLANCHE    MINE. 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  Blanche  Coal  Co.,  on  the  P.  C.  & 
St.  L.  R.  R. ,  about  18  miles  from  Wellsburg.  Ventilation  is 
produced  by  furnaces,  which  produces  a  volume  of  1500  cubic  feet 
of  air  per  minute.  It  was  at  this  mine  where  the  explosion  oc- 
curred on  Nov.  20,  1894,  in  which  8  men  lost  their  lives. 

On  being  notified  of  the  fact,  I  went  at  once  to  investigate  the 
cause.  I  found  the  cause  to  be  from  blasting  coal  from  the  solid, 
which  ignited  the  dust. 

I  gave  them  orders  to  stop  shooting  coal  from  the  solid,  as  I 
had  done  several  times  before,  also  to  keep  the  mine  thoroughly 
watered. 

Since  they  have  complied  with  my  instructions  the  mine  is  in  a 
good  and  safe  condition. 

As  long  as  they  work  the  mine  on  the  present  system,  I  can  see 
no  reason  to  fear  a  repetition  of  the  former  disaster. 

WELLSBURG   MINE. 

This  mine  is  located  at  Wellsburg,  it  is  operated  by  Forbes, 
Carmichael  &  Co.,  ventilation  is  produced  by  furnace,  and  is  good. 
Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 

COOPER   COAL   WORKS. 

Situated  at  Short  Creek.  Operated  by  Cooper  Coal  Co.  Ven- 
tilation natural  and  fair.     Roads  and  drainage,  fairly  good. 

GILCHRIST. 

This  mine  is  located  at  Lazearville,  on  the  P.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  R., 
two  miles  north  of  Wellsburg.  Operated  by  A.  Gilchrist  Coal 
Co.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  furnace.  The  ventilation  is  good. 
Roads  and  drainage,  good. 
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Harrison  County. 

BRIAR   HILL. 

This  mine  is  owned  by  Briar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Situated  on 
the  M.  R.  R.  R. ,  six  miles  north  of  Clarksburg.  Ventilation  is 
natural  and  good.     Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 

GLENN    FALLS. 

Glenn  Falls  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  owners  and  operators.  This  mine 
is  situated  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R.,  about  3  miles  north  of  Clarksburg. 
Ventilation  is  natural  and  fairly  good.     Roads  and  drainage,  good. 

FARNUM   MINE. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Pinnickinnick  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  Situated  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R.  There  has  been  considerable 
improvement  made  at  this  mine  in  the  last  year.  There  has  been 
a  furnace  erected  which  gives  good  ventilation.  Roads  and  drain- 
age are  good. 

HOWARD. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Howard  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  Situated  at  Wilsonburg  on  the  Parkersburg  branch  of 
the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  They  have  recently  erected  a  furnace,  which 
adds  greatly  to  the  ventilation,  making  it  first-class  in  every  re- 
spect.    Roads  and  drainage,  good. 

DESPARD. 

Owned  and  operated  by  the  Despard  Coal  Co.  Situated  on  the 
B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  one  mile  east  of  Clarksburg.  Ventilation  is  pro- 
duced by  natural  means  and  a  small  furnace.  Roads  and  drainage 
are  good. 

■ 

MT.    CLAIR. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  Ihe  Mt.  Clair  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.  Ventilation  is  natural  and  fairly  eood.  Situated  on  the 
W.  Va.  &  P.  R.  R. ,  about  six  miles  from  Clarksburg.  Roads  and 
drainage  fairly  good. 

JACKSON    MINE. 

This  is  a  small  mine,  owned  by  the  same  Company.  Not  com-, 
ing  under  the  purview  of  the  law.  'J  he  number  of  miners  is  4; 
condition,  fairly  good. 
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FALL   RUN. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Pinnickinnick  Coal  Co. 
They  have  erected  a  new  furnace  at  this  mine  since  the  last  report, 
which  produces  good  results.  Situated  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R.,  two 
miles  north  of  Clarksburg.     Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 

CLARKSBURG   MINE.     , 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  company,  situ- 
ated at  Clarksburg.  They  have  put  up  a  furnace  here,  also,  since 
the  last  report.  This  furnace  produces  14,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute.     Roads  and  drainage  fairly  good. 

Marshall  County. 

BOGGS  RUN. 

This  mine  is  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R  ,  at  Ben  wood,  and  is  operated 
by  the  Boggs  Run  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co  Ventilation  is 
produced  by  fan,  and  is  good.  This  mine  has  been  considerably 
improved  since  my  last  report  by  means  of  rope  haulage.  The 
condition  of  the  mine  is  first  class  in  every  respect. 

GLENDALE. 

Situated  at  Glendale  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  This  is  a 
shaft  mine  100  feet  deep,  and  is  operated  by  the  Glendale  Coal 
Co.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan  and  is  good.  The  roads  and 
drainage  are  not  good.  The  mine  is  situated  near  the  Ohio  river 
and  the  shaft  extends  some  distance  below  the  level  of  the  river. 
Consequently,  there  is  much  water.  Also,  gives  oil'  considciable 
fire  damp.  The  fan  produces  sufficient  air  to  render  the  mine 
safe  for  the  present. 

MOUNDSVILLE    SHAFT. 

Moundsville  CoalnCompany  operates  this  mine  at  Moundsville. 
Situated  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan, 
and  is  good.  Roads  and  drainage  are  good.  This  mine  gives  off 
considerable  gas,  but  up  to  this  date  the  mine  has  been  carefully 
looked  after. 

Ohio  County. 

ELM    GROVE. 

This  is  a  shaft  mine,  108  feet  deep.  It  is  operated  by  the  Elm 
Grove  Coal  Company.  Situated  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road at  Elm  Grove.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan,  and  good 
results  are  obtained.     Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 
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MANCHESTER. 

Harry  Kasley  operates  this  mine  in  the  cast  part  of  Wheeling. 
Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan  and  is  very  good.  Roads  and  drain- 
age good. 

WHITTAKER. 

This  mine  is  also  operated  by  Harry  Kasley,  and  adjoining  the 
Manchester  mine.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan,  and  produces 
a  good  circulation  of  air.  At  times  the  air  is  heavily  charged  with 
carbonic  acid  gas  coming  from  the  old  Bellmont  mines,  which 
makes  it  very  unhealthy  for  the  miners.  Roads  and  drainage  are 
good. 

Preston  County. 

OAKLAND. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Oakland  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  Situated  at  Corinth  on  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad.  Venti- 
lation is  produced  by  natural  means'  and  at  times  is  not  very  good. 
Roads  and  drainage  are  not  good. 

AUSTEN. 

This  mine  is  on  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad  at  Austen  and  is  operated 
by  Austen  Coke  Works.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan  and  is 
good.     Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 

THE  WEST  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

Situated  at  Tunnelton  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  Ope- 
rated by  J.  X.  Hill  and  L.  S.  Larew.  Ventilation  is  produced  by 
a  small  furnace,  fairly  good.     Roads  and  drainage  good. 

TUNNELTON  MINES. 

Operated  by  the  Merchant  Coal  Company.  Situated  at  Tunnel- 
ton  on  the  Baltimore  <j&  Ohio  Railroad.  Ventilation  natural  and 
fairly  good.     Roads  and  drainage  good. 

Randolph  County. 

WOMELSDORF. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Womelsdorf  Coal  Com- 
pany. Situated  on  the  Roaring  Creek  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Ventilation  is  produced  by  natural  means  and  fairly  good.  There 
will  be  a  fan  placed  at  this  mine  soon.     Roads  and  drainage  good. 
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Taylor  County. 

FLEMINGTON- 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  Flemington  Coal  and  Coke  Com- 
pany. Situated  at  Fleming-ton  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad. 
Ventilation  good  and  produced  by  natural  means.  Roads  and  drain- 
age good. 

TYRCONNELL. 

Operated  by  the  Newburg  Coal  Company.  Situated  on  the  Bal- 
timore &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Tyrconnell.  Ventilation  is  produced 
by  natural  means,  assisted  by  a  furnace  and  is  good.  Roads  and 
drainage  good. 

Tucker  County, 

THOMAS  SHAFT. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Davis  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  It  is  at  Thomas  on  the  West  Virginia  Central  Kail  road. 
Ventil  ition  is  produced  by  steam  jet  and  is  good.  The  condition 
of  this  mine  is  better  than  it  has  been  since  it  commenced  opera- 
tion. 

THOMAS   MINE.,. 

Is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Situated 
at  Thomas,  on  the  West  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  This  is  a 
drift,  ventilated  by  a  fan  and  is  good,     Roads  and  drainage  good. 

DOUGLAS    MINE. 

This  mine  is  owned  by  the  Cumberland  Coal  Company,  and  is 
located  at  Douglas,  on  the  We-t  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  Ven- 
tilation is  produced  by  natural  means  and  a  small  furnace  which 
makes  it  good.  Roads  and  drainage  are  good.  This  plant  has  been 
made  more  extensive  of  late. 

COKETON  NO.  2. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
Situated  at  Coketon,  on  the  West  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  Ven- 
tilation is  produced  by  fan  and  the  condition  of  the  mine  is  first 
class. 

COKETON  NO.    3. 

Is  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  named  company.  Situated 
at  Coketon.  Ventilation  is  good.  Roads  and  drainage  not  good. 
There  have  been  extensive  improvements  here  in  the  way  of  new 
coke  ovens.     The  total  number  now  in  blast  __being  36  L 
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Marion]  County. 

KING    MINE. 

o^tWA^i  Plti?bar« Coai  & « 

Fairmont.     Ventilation  fell*  ft        5'  ,about  3  miles  east 
jet,  and  is  go^'Xad^ffi^^  m~d  ^  st« 

GASTON  MINE. 

on  W.  R.'ffiboS  f'JtY  Ga*  Coa,  Co.  It  is  situal 
produced  by  fan.  ,,roduoiD»  a  vn?L  ""V  K™moat  Ventilation 
minute.  This  air V&S&Ti!"0"'  J**8'000 ou»>c  feet  of  air, 
by  means  of  °%Z£^%&^%^^ 

PRICHARD. 

and  drainage  are  good.    pioauce<1  b?  furnace,  and  is  good.  Roa 

AURORA. 

ou^^j^rn^fconi01^  <&  Gb-*J 

produces  good  results.     RoadTand' SSi^^SSI?  *  ^"^  ™ 

CENTRAL    MINES. 

aW,^^^fe^*rt,8/J.»t«i  on  th.B.< 
f-rlygood.     Roads  andmdr;mage0nareJoedtlIat,0n   "  -natUral  an' 

CLEMENTS. 

This  mine  is  on  the  F.  M    &  P    R    p         j  ■ 
Pool  Coal  and  Coke  Co      V«n«i'of-       •  '  an^  ls  0Pe™ted  by  the 
good.     Roads  a^dL■1SgeI^?^td0,,  "  PrOdU0ed  by  a  fan  a*<*f 

WEST   FAIRMONT. 

Colli  Solfco.  mThVCedpauntdir|ated  "/  the  WeSt  Fai™°"t 
port,  which  makes  the  ve„«latmn  ?ood ?%,!"  ?"""■  the  Iast  ">- 
carburetted  gas,  or  fire  An™    ;J      ',,   Tms  mme  g'vos  off  lio-ht 
caution  isltaben  by  the  Semen?1?  '  (1Mti'ies-      E™T  p°re 
and  drainage  good  management  to  prevent  accident.     Roads 
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PALATINE. 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  New  burg  Orrel  Coal  Co.  Situated 
one  mile  East  of  Fairmont,  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  Ventilation  is 
produced  by  natural  means  and  is  fairly  good.  Roads  and  drain- 
age good. 

MONONGAH. 

This  Company,  known  as  the  Monongah  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
own  and  operate  three  mines,  situated  on  the  M.  R.  R.  R.,  at  Mo- 
nongah     Ventilation  is  produced  by  fans,  one  at  each  mine. 

Mine  No.  1  is  a  slope;  gives  off  gas,  but  not  in  dangerous  quan- 
tities, the  fan  being  sufficient  to  give  ample  ventilation.  Roads 
and  drainage  are  good. 

Mine  No.  2,  is  a  slope. — Ventilation  is  good.  Roads  and  drain- 
age good. 

Mine  No.  3,  is  in  a  good  condition,  the  fan  producing  a  volume 
of  31,000  cu.  feet  of  air  per  minute.     Roads  and  drainage  good. 

At  Mine  No.  2  they  have  an  electric  motor. 

There  was  an  explosion  on  May  25,  1895,  in  an  entry  No.  4, 
opening  into  Mine  No.  2,  causing  the  death  of  4  men.  This  ex- 
plosion was  caused  by  a  shot  blowing  out  and  igniting  some  powder. 
Death  was  caused  by  suffocation. 

HUTCHINSON. 

This  is  a  slope  mine  situated  near  Worthington  on  the  M.  R.  R. 
R.  It  is  operated  by  the  Hutchinson  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Ventilation 
is  produced  by  fan  and  is  good.  This  mine  gives  off  gas  in  small 
quantities,  but  the  ventilation  is  sufficient  to  render  it  harmless. 
Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 

MONTANA. 

Situated  on  the  F.  M.  &  P.  Railroad,  six  miles  north  of  Fair- 
mont. Owned  and  operated  by  the  Montana  Coal  and  Coke  Com- 
pany. Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan,  which  makes  it  good.  This 
mine  has  made  great  improvement  since  my  last  report,  by  way  of 
removing  the  coal  from  the  mine  by  reversible  endless  rope,  which 
enables  them  to  produce  2,000  tons  of  coal  per  day.  Roads  and 
drainage  good. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  West  Fairmont  Coal  and 
Coke  Company.  This  mine  has  been  opened  since  my  last  report. 
Ventilation  is  produced  by  fan.  This  is  the  model  mine  of  the  dis- 
trict, having  all  the  latest  appliances  for  handling  coal  and  coke. 
Roads  and  drainage  are  good. 
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Mineral  County. 

PIERCE  MINE. 

Owned  and  operated  by  the  Elk  Garden  Big  Vein  Mining  Com 
pany.  Situated  on  the  West  Virginia  CentralRailroad.  Ventila 
tfon  ia  natural.  On  my  last  visit  I  found  the  mine  in  a  good  con 
dition.     This  mine  is  no  longer  worked,  not  in  existence. 

windom. 

This  mine  is  situated  at  Windom  on  the  West  Virginia  Central! 
Railroad,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Davis  Coal  and  Coke1 
Company.      Ventilation  is  natural  and  very  good.    Roads  and  drain 
age  very  good. 

HAMPSHIRE. 

This  mine  is  situated  on  the  W.  Va.  Central  R.  R  It  is  oper- 
ate^ by  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Ventilation  is  natural  and 
good,     Roads  and  drainage  good. 

ELK   GARDEN. 

Mines  No.  6  and  7,     These  mines  are  owned  and  ope.ated  by  the 
W.  Va.  general  and  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.     Situate,!  at  Elk  Garden 
in   No.    6  ventilation  is   produced  by  natural  means  and  is  ^ood 
Koaas  and  drainage  are  good.     No.  7  has  natural  ventilation  and 
is  good.     Roaas  and  drainage  good. 

ATLANTIC. 

Owned  and  operated  by  the  Georges  Creek  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.  Situated  on  the  West  Virginia  Central  R.  R.  Its  condition 
lias  always  been  good.     Work  has  been  suspended  here. 

Monongalia  County. 

ACME. 

Situated  on  the  F  M.  &  P.  R.  R.     Operated  by  the  Acme  Coal 
&•  «uoke  Co.     Ventilation  is  produced  by  furnace,  which  is  o-00d 
in©  condition  of  the  mine  is  better  than  ever  before.     Roads  and 
drainage  good. 

BEECHWOOD. 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  Hutchinson  Coal  &  Coke  Co  Sit- 
uated on  the  F.  M.  &  P.  R.  R.  Ventilation  is  produced  by  furn- 
ace.    Roads  and  drainage  good. 


MINE    STATISTICS. 


1st.  Dist.]       Report  of  State  Mine  Inspector. 

TABLE  I. 


1* 


/Showing  the  Production  of  Coal  and  Coke,  by  Counties,  from  July 
1,  1894,  to  December  31,  189^,  and  from  January  1,  1895,  to 
June  30,  1895.     First  District  of  West  Virginia. 


T3 

0 

c. 

0) 

3 

Coal 

—2240  pou 

nds. 

Coke-Tons  2000  pounds. 

Coke  Ovens. 

COUNTIES. 

a 

4) 
O 

o> 

OS 

2- 

>>a> 

*-3 

a 

0 
3 

l-i 
o 

£g 

3  ~ 

31,271 
101,075 
558,759 
74,264 
302,298 
22,389 
43,875 
40,432 
51,225 
149,657 

"5 
o 

i 

o 

OS 

ooo 
— 'eo 

M 

.-.  d 

a* 

0 

3 
*S 

o 

^>o» 
S2 

3    - 

•-a 

"3 

o 

El 

93 

X! 
O 

3 

o 

"3 

o 

3 
8 
11 
3 
5 
2 
3 
4 

5 

18,742 

103,367 

629.578 

63,4^8 

312,482 

25,264 

44,816 

11,953 

35,311 

16(5,688 

50,013 
204,442 
1,198,336 
137,762 
614,780 
47,653 
88,691 
52,385 
86,536 
316,345 

Harrison 

1,706 
86,380 

2,712 
68,814 

4,418 
126,194 

80 
576 

72 
216 

152 

Marion  _ 

792 

Monongalia    . 
Ohio 

10,714 

11,078 

21,792 

33 

38 

Taylor... 

Tucker 

803 

2,906 

27,309 

17,670 

3,030 

44,311 

18,473 

5,936 
71,620 

81 
14 

409 

68 
11 
32 

141 
25 
441 

Total 

1,411,699 

1,375,245 

2,793,943 

129,818 

148,615 

248,433 

1,198 

399 

1,597 
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TABLE  II. 
Showing  Production  of  Coal  and  Coke  of  Each  Colliery  in  the  First 
District  of  West  Virginia,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1895. 

NAME  OF  COLLIERY. 

COAL. 

COKE. 

a 
a 

o 

a 

o 

a 

8,30C 
4,4  IS 
1,03C 
5,0Ul 

a 

a 
o 

a 

X 

■a 
a 
o 
o 

Sfi 

"3 

o 

o 

a 

S-. 

X) 

a 

o 

a 

M 

•  a 
o 
o 

72 

"5 
o 

13 

o 

Cooper  mine 

Gilchrist  mine   ... 

8,300          16.60C 

16.471}         20,88: 

1,500           2,531 

5,000          10,OOC 

50,013 

Forbes  Carmichael  Co 

m 

Blanche  Mine 

Despard  mines 

18,55S 
12,775 

35,690 

16,576          35,1.35 
11.485'         24,260 
31.885          67,575 
8,085           8.085 
2,554!         10,8-t 
8,720          28,030 
11,906          16,155 
9,8tjli        •14,312 

1       204,412 

1,296 

2,361 

3,657 

VL*.  Clair  mines 

Howard  mine  

Farnum  mine. 

351 

351 

M 

Gl-nne  Falls 

8,306 
19,310 
4.249 

4,478 

W 

Briar  Hill 

Fr.llRun 

410 

410 

Clarksburg  mine 

4,410 

West  Fairu  ont  Shaft. 

61,8-7 
27,160 
9,932 
103,400 
23.102 
16,425 
6,316 
No  t 

6S.290        130,167 
,    27,160         54,320 
20,071          30,003 
78,580        180,980 
16,480          39,592 
15,530.         31,955 

6,557 

500 

17 

13,112 

3,583 

7,042 
600 

2.980 
11,770 
2,839 

13,599 

Eutchinson  

King  mine 

Gaston  mine 

a 

Prichard 

6,422 

o 

Aurora  mine 

Central   mine_ 

1,350 

reported 

40,708 

78,512 
22,019 
190.049 

7,6c6 

362 

9,379 
21,655 

341 

a 

Clements   mine 

New  England.  

9.379 
38,767 

Montana  mines 

125,741 

23,598 

242,027 

204,253 

45,677 

432,076 

17,112 

Palatine  mines .  .. 
Monogah 

40,694 

17,755 

58,345 

1,198,336 

126,194 

« 

Glendale  shaft 

Buggs  Run 

Moundsviile  shaft 

29,483 
15  815 
18,200 

33.786 

16,253 
24,225 

63,269 
32.068 
42,425 

137,762 

03 

_ 

Windom  mine  .... 
Eiamnshire  mine 

20,837 
40,751 
206,074 
26,7.33 
18,087 

15.356 
48,244 
195,616 

36,193 

88,995 
401,690 

H 

a 

Elk  Garden  mine  ... 
Atlantic  mine...  . 
Pierce  mine 

S 

24,994          51,727 

18,088 

36,175 

614,780 

Acme  mine 

14,137 
11,127 

14.138 
8,251 

28,275 
19,378 

47,653 

7,500 
3,214 

7.500 
3,578 

15,000 
6,792 

o  2 

Patterson  mine..   .. 

°   M 

21,792 

d 

Whitaker  mine 

5,633 
4,789 
3), 394 

5,634 

6,478 

31,763 

11,267 
11.267 
66,157 

88,691 

,4 

tfanchester  mine 

O 

31m  Grove  mine 

a 

o 

Austin  mine  . 
vlerc  ants  Coal  Co 

4.299 

18,343 
3,300 

12.0H0 

22  642 
3,300 
1 2  nun 

803 

16,632 

17,435 

«j 

•Vest  End  Coal  Co 

800 
238 

8J0     , 

£   ( 

Dakland  C.  &  C.  Co 

7,654 

6,789          14,443 
1         52,385| 

1 

1 

18.47 

1st.  Dist.]       Report  of  State  Mine  Inspect  ". 
TABLE  II.—  Continued. 
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Showing  Production  of  Coal  and  Coke  of  Each  Colliery  in  the  lirist 
.  District  of  West  Virginia,  for  the  Year  Ending  June  30, 1895. 


NAME  OF  COLLIERY. 
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COKE. 
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>-. 
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5,933 

EH 

5,9S8 

Thomas  Mine„ 

45,189 
36,120 
55.118 
30,261 

39,766 
38,212 
53  568 
18,111 

84.955 
74.332 
108,686 
4h,372 

3,988 

13,123 
10  200 

3,324 

28,187 
12,80? 

7,310 

o 

Coketon  (2  &  3) >. 

41,310 

^ 

2S,000 

Total  of  all  the  mines  

H 

316,315 

"  7! ..aw 

2.792,943 

248,433 
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TABLE  V. 

Showing  Coal  and  Coke  Production,  Number  of  Employees,  Fatal 
and  Non-Fatal  Accidents  from  July  1,  1894,  to  June  30,  1895, 
Inclusive,  in  the  First  District  of  West  Virginia. 


Actual  coal  production,  tons  of  2,240  pounds 2,792,943 

Quantity  of  coke  produced,  tons  of  2,000  pounds 248,433 

Total  number  of  coke  ovens.. 1,597 

EMPLOYEES. 

Number  of  inside  miners 3,284 

Number  of  day  laborers 762 

Number  of  employees  connected  with  handling  coke  , 560 

Total  number  of  men  employed  in  and  around  mines 4,606 

PROPORTIONS. 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  produced  per  life  lost 128,952  Tons 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  produced  per  non-fatal  accident 199,496  Tons 

Number  of  tons  of  coal  produced  per  miner  employed  yearly 851  Tons 

Average  earning  per  miner  at  40c  per  ton %     340.40 

Average  monthly  earning  per  miner  at  40c  per  ton $       29.20 
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INSPECTOR    OF    MINES 


Second  District  of  West  Virginia. 


To  His  Excellency.  Wm.  A.  MacCorkle, 

Governor  of  Went  Virginia: 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  section  4  of  the  Mining  Law  of  the 
State  of  West  Virginia.  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  my. an- 
nual report  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1895.  , 

The  tables  embraced  in  this  report  sho\v«the  number  of  mines  in 
operation,  the  average  number  of  miners  and  other  employees  con- 
nected therewith,  the  number  of  fatal  and  non-fatal  accidents,  the 
number  of  tons  of  coal  and  coke  produced,  the  location  of  collieries, 
their  post-offices  and  names  of  the  superintendents  and  mining 
bosses. 

By  reason  of  the  late  depression  in  the  coal  trade,  I  regret  to  re- 
port a  slight  decrease  in  the  production  of  this  district;  yet  the 
number  of  new  operations  under  way  show  that  in  the  near  future 
West  Virginia  will  be  one  of  the  leading  coal  producing  states. 

The  extension  of  the  Charleston,  Clendennin  &  Sutton  Railroad 
now  under  construction  will  be  the  output  for  fine  coal  fields  in 
Clay  county.  Also  the  Kelley'b  Creek  Improvement  Company's 
railroad  is  the  means  of  the  development  of  a  fine  coal  field  on 
Kelley's  creek. 

I  note  with  pleasure  that  most  of  the  operators  and  mine  officials 
show  a  disposition  to  comply  with  such  instructions  as  I  gave,  but 
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there  are  some,  however,  who  have  not  fully  complied  with  the 
law  and  there  is  room  for  much  more  improvement. 

I  have  visited  all  the  mines  in  my  district  twice  during  the  year. 

There  have  been  seven  furnaces  and  one  fan  erected  during:  the 

year.     I  hope  by  the  end  of  the  next  year  to  report  all  the  mines 

in  my  district  in  first-class  condition,  and  a  marked  increase  in  the 

production  of  coal. 

Very  Respectfully, 
P.  L.   Branny,*!  ,v  Inspector  of  Mines  of 

Second  District  West  Virginia. 
Eastbank.  W.  Va. 


LOCATION  OF  MINES    IN    THE    SECOND  DISTRICT 
OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Mason  County. 

New  Haven — (P.  O.,  Spilman.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad  and  is  operated 
by  the  Consumers'  Coal  and  Mining-  Company.  Coal  is  shipped  by 
both  rail  and  river.  It  is  a  slope  mine  and  a  stationary  engine 
is  used  for  hauling  the  coal  out  of  the  mine.  The  mine  is  ventila- 
ted by  a  fan  and  the  ventilation  is  very  good.  Drainage  fair.  The 
roads  were  very  muddy  on  my  last  visit  to  the  mine,  as  they  had  a 
great  deal  of  water  to  haul  and  the  waste  from  the  boxes  caused 
considerable  mud.  Tracks  good.  H.  L.  Roush,  Superintendent 
and  Mine  Boss. 

Hartford — (Hartford,  P.  O.) 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  Hartford  City  Salt  Company  and  is 
located  on  the  Ohio  River  at  Hartford.  The  ventilation  is  very 
good  and  drainage  fair.  Roads  not  in  very  good  condition.  The 
coal  produced  at  this  mine  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  salt.  \D. 
E.  Newton,  Superintendent ;  Richard  Jenkins,  Mine  Boss. 

California  Mine     (P.  O.  Hartford.) 

This  mine  is  operated  by  Juhling  Brothers  &  Company,  and  is 
ocated  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad  and  Ohio  river,  at  Hartford. 
The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  river  and  rail.  This  is  a  slope  mine 
ind  a  stationary  engine  is  used  for  pulling  the  coal  from  the  mine. 
The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  furnace,  and  the  ventilation  was  not 
rery  good.  I  requested  the  mine  boss  to  put  up  some  trap  doors 
md  to  take  down  some  loose  slate  on  main  entry.     Roads  and 

Irainage  are  not  very  good.     Juhling,  Superintendent;  Rich- 

ird  Trumbull,  Mine  Boss. 

Liverpool  Mine — (P.  O.   Hartford.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad  at  Hartford, 
md  is  operated  by  the  Liverpool  Salt  &  Coal  Company.     The  ven- 
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tilation  is  good  and  the  mine  generally  is  in  a  very  good  condition. 
All  the  coal  produced  at  this  mine  is  used  at  the  furnace  for  the 
manufacture  of  /  salt.  Charles  Clifton,  Superintendent;  Harry 
Hart,  Mine  Boss, 

McDaniel's  Mine— (P.  O.,  Hartford  City.) 

This  mine  is  located  about  one  mile  north  of  Mason  City  on  the 
Ohio  River  Railroad  and  is  operated  by  Pierce  Brother's  Coal  Com- 
pany. The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  and  the  ventilation  is 
very  good.  The  mine  generally  is  in  very  fair  condition.  J.  F. 
Pierce,  Superintendent ;  Charles  A.  Pierce,  Mine  Boss. 

Hope  Mine— (Mason  City,  P.  O.) 

This  mine  is  located  at  Mason  City,  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad 
and  is  operated  by  the  Hope  Salt  and  Coal  Company.  This  mine 
is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  and  the  ventilation  is  very  good.  Roads 
and  drainage  good.  All  the  coal  from  this  mine  is  used  at  the  fur- 
nace for  the  manufacture  of  salt.     Henry  Williams,  Mine  Boss. 

Sterling- (P.  O.  Clifton.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad  at  Clifton,  and 
is  operated  by  the  Sterling  Coal  &  M'f'g  Company.  This  mine 
has  run  very  little  during  the  year.  I  made  a  visit  to  this  mine 
but  it  was  not  running  and  I  did  not  make  any  inspection.  E.  W. 
Tompkins,  Superintendent;  Earl  Henry,  Mine  Boss. 

Cedar  Hill  Mine— (P.  O.  Clifton.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad,  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  Clifton  and  is  operated  by  Powell  &  Joseph.  It  is 
ventilated  by  a  furnace  and  the  ventilation  is  very  good.     Drainage 

and  tracks  good.     Powell,  Superintendent ;  Joseph  Joseph, 

Mine  Boss. 

New  Castle— (P.  O.,  Middleport,  Ohio.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  Railroad  about  two  miles 
north  of  Camden  and  is  operated  by  W.  E.  Edwards.  The  mine 
is  ventilated  by  a  furnace.  Ventilation  fair  and  the  condition  of 
the  mine  is  very  good.  This  is  a  small  operation  working  only  a 
few  men.     W.  E.  Edwards  ;  Dickey  Weath,  Mine  Boss.    . 

Camden  Mine — (Spilman  P.  O.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Ohio  River  on  the  Ohio  River  Rail- 
road and  is  operated  by  the  Consumers'  Coal  and  Mining  Company. 
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The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  rail  and  river.  A  mine  locomotive  is 
used  for  hauling  thecoal  out  of  the  mine.  The  mine  is  ventilated 
by  a  furnace  and  the'  ventilation  is  fair.  The  general  condition  of 
the  mine  is  very  good.  II.  E.  Spilman,  Superintendent  ;jW.  J.  B. 
Rollins,  Mine  Boss. 

Kanawha  County. 

Black  Band— (P.  O.,  Spring  Hill.) 

This  mine  is  operated  by  the  Black  Band  Mining  and  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  is  located  on  a  branch  railroad  on  Davis  Creek, 
about  fourteen  miles  from  tho  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  mainline.  The 
seam  of  coal  mined  at  this  pjace  is  a  black  coal.  The  mine  is  ven- 
tilated by  two  furnaces  and  tho  ventilation  is  very  good.  I  found 
they  had  a  boy  only  ten  years  old  attending  a  trap  door  in  the  mine. 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  mine  boss  to  tho  law  and  he  at  once 
removed  him.  Roads  and  drainage  very  good.  This  company 
ships  coal  by  both  river  and  rail.  A.  M.  W'ooldredge,  Superinten- 
dent;  James  Noble,  Mine  Boss. 

Falling  Rock — (P.  O  .  Jordan.) 

This  mine  is  located  about  eighteen  miles  from  Charleston  on  a 
branch  line  of  the  Charleston,  Clendennin  &  Sutton  Railroad.  (The 
branch  line,  however,  is  owned  by  the  Falling"  Rock  Cannel  Coal 
Company)  and  is  operated  by  the  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Com- 
pany. Th's  is  a  new  mine  opened  during  this  year.  The  seam 
worked  is  a  cannel  coal.  The  principal  work  thero  has  been  dri- 
ving entries.  They  are  now  shipping  coal.  They  have  natural 
ventilation  at  present,  which  is  very  good.  The  general  condition 
of  the  mine  is  very  good.  J.  B.  Weir,  Superintendent  ;  James 
A.rrington,  Mine  Boss. 

Graham  Mine.— (P.  O.,  Graham.) 

This  mine  is  located  about  eight  miles  from  Charleston,  on  the 
Charleston,  Clendenin  &  Sutton  Railroad  and  is  operated  by  the 
Charleston  &  Elk  River  Coal  Company.  This  mine  is  ventilated 
with  a  furnace  and  the. ventilation  is  very  good.  Road  and  drain 
ige  good.  T.  J.  Mason,  Superintendent;  W.  H.  Green,  Mine 
Boss. 

St.  Mart's— (P.  O.,  Graham  Mines.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Elk  River  about  seven  miles  from  Charles- 
ton, on  the  Charleston.  Clemlennin  &  Sutton  Railroad.  They  were 
Dnly  working  seven  men.  and  it  did  not  come  under  the  law,  but 
:he  condition  of  the  mine  as  to  ventilation,  drainage,  tracks,  etc., 
i^as  not  very  good.  Joseph  Pirrung,  Superintendent  and  Mine 
Boss. 
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Campbell's]Creek— (P.  O.,  Maiden.) 

This  company  operates  two  mines,  the  New  and  U  e  Calderwood 
Mine.  They  are  located  on  a  branch  road  up  Campbell's  Creek. 
Calderwood  is  about  two  miles  and  New  Mine  is  about  one  and 
a-half  miles  from  the  main  line  of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Rail- 
way. The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  river  and  rail.  I  visited  these 
mines  twice  during  the  year.  Calderwood  is  an  old  mine,  the  prin- 
cipal work  being  drawing  pillars.  They  are  also  using  two  elec- 
tric machines  for  mining,  which  prove  to  be  a  success.  The  mine 
is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  and  the  ventilation  is  very  good.  Roads 
and  drainage  also  good.  New  Mine  is  also  ventilated  by  a  furnace. 
Ventilation  fair.  General  condition  of  the  mine,  except  the  air, 
was  good.  On  my  second  visit  the  air  was  no  better.  They  have 
a  very  good  furnace,  but  it  is  a  large  territory  to  draw  the  air  and 
T  did  not  consider  it  sufficient,  so  I  requested  the  mine  boss  to  put 
up  a  fan,  which  he  said  he  would  ask  the  superintendent  to  do.  J. 
E.  Dana,  Superintendent:  William  B.  Calderwood,  Mine  Boss. 

Quincy  Mine— (P.  O.,   Maiden.) 

This  mine  is  located  about  one  half  mile  east  of  Maiden  on  the 
Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railroad,  and  is  operated  by  J.  Q.  Dickin- 
son &  Company.  They  work  the  Campbell's  Creek  seam  which 
is  a  splint  coal  4  feet  thick.  Ail  the  coal  produced  at  this  mine  is 
used  at  the  furnace  for  the  manufacture  of  salt.  This  mine  is  in 
very  good  condition  as  to  ventilation,  tracks  and  drainage.  It  is 
also  timbered  well.  William  Dickinson,  Superintendent;  D.  How- 
ery,  Mine  Boss. 

Winifrede — (P.  O.,   Winifrede.) 

This  company  has  three  mines  but  all  working  the  same  seam. 
They  are  located  about- five  miles  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railroad  on  a  branch  roa'l  of  their  own,  standard  guageand  a  good 
river  tipple.  1  visited  Number  1  mine  December  20,  1894  and 
May  30,  1895.  This  opening  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  wirich  gives 
good  results.  They  have  an  electric  plant  and  run  three  machines 
for  digging  which  they  work  very  successfully.  On  my  last  visit 
they  were  putting  up  a  much  larger  plant.  R.  B.  Cassady,  Super- 
intendent; G.  W.  Nelson,  Mine  Boss.  Number  2  South  mine  is 
also  ventilated  by  the  same  fan  that  ventilates  the  north.  I  visited 
this  mine  December  17,  1894  and  May  31,  1895.  The  ventilation 
was  very  good  in  nearly  all  the  mine  except  the  third  and  fourth 
left  entries  which  was  not  very  good.  The  fan  has  a  long  distance 
to  furnish  this  air.  The  mine  is  in  a  general  good  condition.  The 
coal  is  hauled  from  this  mine  by  means  of  a  mine  locomotive  which 
goes  in  the  mine  about  2000  feet;  they  have  a  furnace  to  draw 
the  smoke  from  the  engine  out  of  the  mine.  R.  B.  Cassady,  Su- 
perintendent; James  Youell,  Mine  Boss.     Number  3  West  Mine: 
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I  visited  this  mine  on  December  20,  1894  and  June  4,  1895.  They 
also  use  locomotive  in  this  mine  about  2000  feet  that  hauls  the 
coal.  This  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  furnace  and  the  ventilation  is 
very  good  except  at  the  head  of  some  entries  where  they  had  two 
break-throughs  opened.  Mine  boss  said  he  would  have  one  closed 
in  each  entry.  The  mine  generally  is  in  good  condition.  R.  B. 
Cassady,  Superintendent;  James  Morgan,  Mine  Bo.^s. 

Black  Diamond—  (P.  O.,  Lewiston.) 

This  mine  is  operate*:  by  R.  W.  Peti  e„  lessee,  and  is  located  on 
the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railway,  about  fifteen  miles  east  of 
Charleston.  This  is  a  splint  coal  and  the  seam  is  about  four  feet 
thick.  The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  river  and  rail.  The  ventila- 
tion in  the  mine  is  natural.  On  my  first  visit  November  22,  1894, 
I  found  the  ventilation  very  good,  except  in  the  head  of  the  main 
entry,  which  was  not  very  good — but  it  was  very  near  through  the 
mountain.  On  my  second  visit  April  23,  1895,  the  main  entry  had 
been  driven  through  the  mountain  and  the  ventilation  was  good. 
Roads  and  drainage  good.  The  entries  were  clean  ;  no  loose  slate 
along  the  roads  and  every  thing  in  good  condition.  Z.  I.  Krieger, 
Superintendent  ;     A.  P.  Shearer,  Mine  Boss. 

Peerless —(P.  O.,  Peerless.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  about 
four  miles  west  of  Coalburgh.  It  is  a  thirty-inch  gas  seam.  This 
mine  is  ventilated  by  a  fan,  which  is  a  very  good  one.  It  will  fur- 
nis-h  sufficient  air  for  the  mine,  but  I  found  on  my  first  visit  Aug- 
gii'-t  29,  1894.  that  they  had  been  very  careless  in  putting  in  stop- 
pings, and  allowed  a  great  deal  of  air  to  waste  before  it  reached 
the  men  at  the  head  of  the  workings.  I  requested  the  boss  to  re- 
pair the  stoppings  and  do  all  the  necessary  work  to  put  the  mine  in 
good  condition,  which  he  agreed  to  do  :  second  vibit  April  24, 
1895.  Ventilation  very  good.  Mine  in  fair  condition  as  to  roads 
and  drainage.  W.  B.  Stevens,  Superintendent;  Joseph  Coleman, 
Mine  Boss. 

Acmb  Mine  — (P.  O.,  Acme.) 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Stevens  Coal  Company, 
and  is  located  on  a  branch  road  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  about  14 
miles  up  Cabin  creek.  It  is  the  Coalburgh  seam,  4  feet  4  inches 
thick.  This  mine  is  ventilated  from  natural  causes.  On  m}'  first 
visit,  October  22,  1894,  I  found  the  ventilation  not  very  good. 
The  boss  was  having  some  break-throughs  driven  and  putting  up 
some  trap  doors  which  will  help  the  air  a  great  deal.  Second  visit 
May  10,  1895:  The  ventilation  was  some  better  but  not  yet  up  to 
what  the  law  requires.  I  requested  the  mine  boss  and  superinten- 
dent to  put  up  a  fan  or  furnace,  which  they  will  do,  as  this  com- 
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pany  is  very  prompt  in  trying  to  comply  strictly  to  the  law.  The 
company  has  an  electric  plant  which  runs  four  machines  to  mine 
coal  with,  and  they  work  very  successfully.  The  mine  is  in  general 
good  condition.  E.  F.  Stevens,  Superintendent;  John  Shearer, 
Mine  Boss. 

Keystone  Mine— (P.  O.,  Acme.) 

This  mine  is  owned  and  operated  by  Stevens  Coal  Company,  and 
is  located  one-half  mile  west  of  Acme  on  the  same  road.  It  is  a 
soft  gas  coal,  seam  live  feet  thick.  1  visited  this  mine  October  24, 
1894.  Tt  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  which  produces  about  19,000  cubic 
feet  of  air  but  owing  to  some  leaks  in  stoppings,  a  good  deal  is 
wasted.  The  boss  said  he  would  have  the  leaks  repaired.  Second 
visit:  The  ventilation  good.  I  found  some  of  the  miners  using 
kerosene  oil.  I  requested  the  boss  not  to  allow  any  one  to  use  such 
oil  in  the  bank.  The  roads,  drainage  and  mine  generally  is  in 
good  condition.  E.  F.  Stevens,  Superintendent;  John  S.  Holmes, 
Mine  Boss. 

Coalburg  Colliery  Company — (P.  O.,  Ronda.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Cabin  Creek,  on  a  branch  line  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  about  four  miles  from  the  main  line. 
The  seam  worked  is  the  Coalburg  seam  and  is  about  six  feet  thick 
at  this  place.  It  is  a  splint  coal.  My  first  visit  to  the  mine  was  on 
November  21,  1894.  This  is  a  new  mine,  only  been  running  about 
five  months.  The  ventilation  natural,  and  not  very  good,  but  they 
were  driving  some  cross  entries,  and  as  soon  as  they  connect  them 
which  will  be  only  about  ten  days — the  air  will  be  good.  Second 
visit  April  25,  1895.  They  had  made  their  connection  with  cross- 
entries  and  air  course.  Ventilation  good.  They  have  ninety  feet 
to  drive  to  where  they  will  sink  a  shaft  and  build  a  furnace.  This 
is  bad  roof  but  well  timbered.  Roads  and  drainage  good.  S.  H. 
Montgomery,  Superintendent ;  William  Thompson,  Mine  Boss. 

Coalburg — (P.  O..  Coalburg.) 

This  mine  is  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Coalburg. 
The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  rail  and  river,  having  two  good  tipples. 
Their  seam  of  coal  is  four  feet  thick  and  of  a  good  quality.  Num- 
ber 3,  or  old  opening,  I  visited  August  20,  1891.  The  ventilation 
is  natural  but  very  good.  The  principal  work  in  this  mine  is  draw- 
ing pillars.  Drainage  and  roads  are  very  good.  Number  1,  or 
new  opening:  this  mine's  main  entries  are  through  the  mountain, 
and  ventilation  is  natural;  on  my  first  visit,  August  20,  1891,  I 
found  the  ventilation  not  very  good,  owing  to  some  leaks  in  some 
of  the  trap  doors,  which  the  boss  said  he  would  have  fixed.  On 
my  second  visit,  March  2,  1895,  the  ventilation  was  bad.  The  boss 
said  the  mine  had  not  been  ruuning  much,  and  that  it  had  been  so 
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cold  he  could  not  do  some  work  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  at 
the  mouth  of  entry  back  of  the  mountain,  where  there  was  water 
and  everything  was  frozen  up.  In  April  I  visited  this  mine  again 
and  requested  the  boss  to  put  up  a  furnace  which  he  said  he  would 
do  at  once.  Arthur  Robinson,  Superintendent;  James  Macleery, 
Mine  Boss. 

Peabody — (P.  O. ,  Shrewsbury.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railroad  on  the 
noith  side  of  the  Kanawha  River,  opposite  Coalburg.  They  have 
six  feet  of  clean  splint  coal.  I  visited  this  mine  November  22, 
1891.  They  have  an  ►  ntry  driven  through  the  mountain  and  the 
ventilation  is  natural  and  very  good.  On  my  second  visit  April 
20,  1895,  there  were  only  a  few  men  in  the  mine.  The  coal  is 
shipped  by  both  rail  and  river.  The  mine  is  in  very  good  condi- 
tion generally.  J.  A.  Carter,  Superintendent  ;  J.  J.  Neylon,  Mine 
Boss. 

Monarch — (P.  O.,  Monarch.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railway,  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  *est  °f  Cedar  Grove.  They  are  working  two 
seams  -the  Coalburg  and  No.  5,  Coalburg  seam.  I  visited  this 
mine  December  18,  1891.  It  is  ventilated  by  natural  causes  and  the 
ventilation  is  very  good.  There  were  only  a  few  men  working  in 
it.  On  my  second  visit  April  20,  1895,  they  had  opened  two  new 
entries  about  four  hundred  yards  east  of  the  old  entries,  and  the 
ventilation  was  notvery  good.  I  requested  the  mine  boss  and  su- 
perintendent to  build  a  furnace,  which  they  said  they  would  do.  I 
visited  the  No.  5  seam  on  December  20,  1894,  and  April  20,  1895. 
This  mine  is  ventilated  from  natural  causes.  They  have  an  entry 
driven  through  the  mountain  and  the  ventilation  was  very  good, 
except  a  few  places  that  were  between  two  faults.  This  seam  is 
very  faulty.  Some  places  the  rock  having  cut  the  coal  entirely  out. 
The  coal  is  shipped  by  both  rail  and  river.  Roads  and  drainage 
very  good.     J.  D.  Harris,  Sup't ;  Charles  Armstrong,  M.  B. 

Eastbank  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Eastbank.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Chesapeke  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  East- 
bank.  It  is  the  Cedar  Grove  Seam,  three  feet  clean  coal.  I  visit- 
ed this  mine  October  22,  1894-.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  fur- 
nace. Thev  were  only  working  a  few  men  and  the  ventilation  was 
sufficient.  On  my  second  visit,  April  18,  lw95,  I  found  the  venti- 
lation not  good.  Three  of  the  stoppings  had  rotted  down  and  the 
holes  in  the  trap  doors  allowed  all  the  air  to  waste  before  it  reached 
the  men  in  their  working  places.  I  notified  the  boss  to  put  up 
some  new  stoppings  and  trap  doors,  and  drive  a  break-through  at 
the  head  of  third  and  fourth  right  cross  entries,  which  he  said  he 
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would  do.     J.  W.  Wilson,  Superintendent;    A.  T.  Hudnall,  Mine 

Ross. 

Cedar  Grove  Mining  Co. — (P.  O.  Cedar  Grove.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railroad  and 
Kanawha  river,  at  Cedar  Grove.  It  is  a  gas  seam  below  the  level 
of  the  railroad.  This  is  a  slope  mine  and  they  use  a  stationary  en- 
gine to  pull  the  coal  out  of  the  mine.  They  only  had  one  slope  to 
a  river  tipple  until  this  summer,  when  they  opened  up  a  new  slope 
about  five  hundred  yards  east  of  the  old  one,  and  built  a  fine  rail- 
road tipple.  They  are  now  able  to  ship  coal  by  both  river  and 
rail.  This  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  and  on  my  first  visit,  Aug- 
ust 10,  1894,  I  found  the  ventilation  very  good.  Roads  and  drain- 
age also  good.  On  my  second  visit,  April  15,  1895,  I  found  the 
ventilation  good  except  on  the  third  and  fourth  right  cross  entries. 
They  had  no  trappers  to  keep  the  door  closed,  and  there  were  two 
break-throughs  open  which  cut  air  off  from  the  head  of  the  entries. 
I  notified  the  boss  to  stop  up  one  of  the  break-throughs,  also  to 
put  on  trappers  and  keep  the  doors  closed,  which  he  said  he  would 
do.  The  seam  is  3  ft.  8  In  thick.  H.  P.  Helwig,  Snp't;  T.  B. 
Slnsser,  M.  B. 

Cedar  Grove  Mining  Company. 

This  mil  e  is  located  at  Cedar  Grove  and  operated  by  the  same 
company  that  operates  the  gas  seam.  It  is  three  feet  thick  clean 
coal.  It  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  and  the  ventilation  is  very  good. 
Road  and  drainage  also  good.  H.  P.  Helwig,  Superintendent ; 
Clark  Hudnall,  Mine  Boss'  • 

Big  Mountain. — (P.  O.,  Cedar  Grove.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Kelley's  Creek  about  one  mile  from  the 
main  line  of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  Railway,  on  a  branch  road 
owned  by  the  company.  It  is  operated  by  the  Big  Mountain  Min- 
ing Co.  They  are  operating  two  seams— the  Coalburg  and  Cedar 
Grove.  Coalburg  seam  on  my  first  visit  November  28,  1894,  I 
found  that  this  was  a  new  mine  just  opened  up  during  the  year 
and  only  been  running  about  two  months.  Ventilation  natural  and 
very  good.  On  my  second  visit  April  19,  1895,  I  found  that  they 
had  built  a  furnace  since  my  last  visit  and  the  ventilation  was  good. 
The  coal  is  four  and  a  half  feet  thick.  Roads  and  drainage  good. 
Cedar  Grove  seam. — I  visited  this  mine,  first  visit,  November  28, 

1894.  This  is  also  a  new  mine,  only  been  running  about  two  months. 
Ventilation  natural  but  very  good.     On  my  second  visit  April  19, 

1895,  I  found  they  had  a  good  many  men  in  the  mine,  and  the 
ventilation  was  not  as  good  as  on  my  first  visit.  Irequested  the 
mine  boss  and  superintendent  to  put  up  a  fan,  which  they  promised 
to  do,  and  within  one  month  from  the  time  I  requested  it,  it  was 
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put  up.  This  company  is  very  prompt  in  complying  to  the  law 
and  try  to  keep  their  mine  in  good  condition.  The  Cedar  Grove 
seam  is  three  feet  thick  clean  coal  of  the  best  quality.  S.  A. 
Alexander  Superintendent  ;  J.  S.  Miller,  Mine  Boss. 

Mammoth— (P.  ().  Mammoth). 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Kelley's  Creek  Improvement  Com- 
pany's Railroad,  about  four  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Kanawha 
&  Michigan  main  line,  connecting  at  Cedar  Grove.  This  company 
opened  up  the  Coalburg  seam,  and  had  made  a  great  deal  of  im- 
provement and  had  their  tipple  nearly  completed  when  one  of  the 
company,  Mr.  T  L.  Montgomery,  died.  The  company  has  done 
nothing  since.     John  Straughan,  Superintendent. 

Staunton — (P.  O.  Mammoth). 

This  mine  is  located  on  Kelley's  creek,  on  the  Kelley's  Creek  Im- 
provement Company's  Railroad,  about  five  miles  from  the  main 
line  of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan,  and  is  operated  by  the  Staunton 
Coal  Company.  This  is  a  new  mine,  having  been  opened  up  in  the 
last  six  months.  On  my  first  visit  to  this  mine,  they  had  made  a 
great  many  improvements  and  had  commenced  to  ship  coal.  The 
mine  is  well  opened  up  and  has  a  good  furnace.  Ventilation  good. 
Roads  and  drainage  also  in  good  condition.  This  company  is  work- 
ing the  Lewiston  seam,  which  is  good  coal.  They  are  opening 
Coalburg  seam  also.     M.  Beane,  Superintendent  and  Mine  Boss. 

The  Thomas  Scholz  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Mammoth.) 

This  mine  is  located  5f  miles  from  the  K.  &  M.  main  line  on  the 
K.  C.  1.  Co.  R.  R.,  connecting  with  the  K  &  M  at  Cedar  Grove. 
On  my  visit  to  this  mine  I  found  it  had  been  opened  in  the  last  six 
months  and  had  shipped  no  coal  yet,  but  was  nearly  ready  to  com- 
mence shipping.  They  had  a  fine  tipple  just  completed  and  all  of 
their  machinery  in.  They  are  operating  the  Coalburg  seam  which 
is  5  feet  10  inches  thick  at  this  point,  and  a  first  class  quality  of 
coal.  The  mine  has  been  opened  up  in  good  shape.  They  were 
driving  double  entries  and  the  ventilation  was  natural,  but  they 
will  build  a  furnace  as  soon  as  needed. 

C.  Scholz,  Superintendent;  D.  L.  Kalinson,  mine  bos 

Kelley's  Creek  Coal  Company — (P.  ()..  Mammoth.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Kelley's  Creek,  on  the  K.  C.  I.  Co.  R. 
R.,  about  6  miles  from  the  K.  &  M.  main  line.  At  the  time  of  my 
visit  this  mine  had  been  opened  in  the  i  wst  six  months.  They  were 
not  yet  ready  to  ship  coal,  but  were  m  extensile  operations. 

They  are  operating  the  Lewiston  -earn.  This  is  a  very  line  coal. 
A.  C.  Findley,  Superintendent;  .lames  Morris,  Mine  Boss. 
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Black  Cat— (P.  O.,  Crown  Hill.) 

This  operation  is  located  one-fourth  mile  west  of  Belmont,  and 
is  operated  by  Ballard  &  Welch  Coal  Co.  They  are  operating  the 
Coalburgh  and  Lewiston  seams,  and  ship  coal  by  both  rail  and 
river.  Lewiston  Seam,  No.  1 — First  visit  August  8,  1891.  Ven- 
tilation very  good  except  in  the  head  of  the  main  entries.  There 
were  three  break  tbroughs  open  which  cut  the  current  of  air  off 
from  the  headings.  2d.  opening,  which  is  east  of  No.  1,  has  no 
furnace  stack,  and  the  ventilation  is  not  very  good  I  requested 
the  mine  boss  to  fix  the  furnace  and  put  up  stoppings  in  entry  No.  1. 
Coalburgh  Seam  Ventilation  not  very  good.  I  requested  the 
boss  to  build  a  furnace  or  put  up  a  fan.  On  my* second  visit  the 
Company  had  made  an  assignment  and  has  run  none  since  George 
Welch,  Superintendent;  Thomas  Burke,  Mine  Boss. 

Belmont. — (P.  O.,  Crown  Hill.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  C.  &  O.  Ry.,  about  3  miles  west 
of  Hand'ey,  and  is  operated  by  the  Belmont  Coal  Co.  They 
are  working  two  seams,  the  Lewiston  and  Coalburgh.  The  Lewis- 
ton  seam  is  4  feet  and  the  Coalburgh  5  feet  thick.  Coal  is  shipped 
by  both  river  and  rail.  The  ventilation  in  the  Lewiston  seam  is 
natural.  They  have  an  entry  driven  through  the  mountain  and 
the  ventilation  is  sufficient.  Drainage  and  roads,  very  good.  Coal- 
burgh seam,  on  my  first  visit  August  9,  1894;  the  ventilation  was 
bad,  I  requested  the  mine  boss  to  put  up  a  fan  or  a  large  furnace. 
On  my  second  visit  December  10,  1894,  they  had  not  complied  with 
my  request,  but  was  driving  an  entry  through  the  mountain.  I 
informed  the  boss  that  I  would  wait  until  they  got  their  entry 
through  the  mountain  mid  see  what  effect  it  would  have  on  the  ven- 
tilation. On  my  third  visit  April  22,  1895,  the  entry  was  through 
the  mountain  and  the  ventilation  was  much  better;  but  they  had 
no  fire  in  the  furnace  and  had  not  put  up  some  trap  doors  that 
were  needed.  I  requested  the  boss  to  keep  a  fire  in  the  furnace 
and  put  up  the  doors  and  fix  his  stoppings,  all  which  he  promised 
to  do.  J.  C.  Morrison  and  T.  E.  Ernbleton,  Superintendents,  P. 
H.  Ernbleton,  Mine  Boss. 

Riverside — (P.   O.  Riverside.) 

This  mine  is  on  the  K.  &  M.  Railway,  about  2  miles  east  of  Ce- 
dar Grove,  and  is  operated  by  the  Riverside  Coal  Co.  They  are 
operating  the  Cedar  Grove  seam,  3  feet  thick.  It  is  ventilated  by 
a  furnace,  but  the  ventilation  was  not  very  good.  I  told  the  boss 
to  have  break  throughs  driven,  fix  up  some  stoppings  and  have  two 
trap  doors  put  up.  which  he  promised  to  have  done.  Roads  and 
drainage  very  good.  On  my  second  visit  the  ventilation  was  not 
good.  They  had  not  complied  with  all  tho  requests  that  I  had 
made,  and  one  trap  door   that  they  had  put  up   had  been  knocked 
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down,  and  not  put  back  in  its  place.  Mine  boss  said  he  would  put 
it  back  in  place  and  fix  up  the  rest  of  his  doors  and  stoppings  at 
once.     Geo.  Straughan,  Sup't;  E.  F.  Straughan,  M.  B. 

Crown  Hill— (P.  O.,  Crown  Hill.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  about 
three-qnarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Paint  Creek,  and  was  operated  by 
the  New  York  and  West  Virginia  Coal  and  Iron  Company.  They 
work  three  seams — the  Lewiston,  Coalburg  and  Kanawha — and 
ship  coal  by  both  rail  and  river.  Have  not  run  any  this  year. 
Brewer  Smith,  Superintendent ;  John  Nugen,  Mine  Boss. 

Chesapeake — (P.  0.,  Handley.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Lower  Creek  about  one  mile  from  main 
line  of  the  C.  &  O.  Railway.  They  have  a  narrow  gauge  railroad 
from  the  mine  and  haul  the  coal  with  a  small  locomotive.  They 
have  both  railroad  and  river  tipples  and  is  one  of  the  largest  mines 
in  my  district.  The  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  fan  and  the  ventilation 
is  very  good  in  nearly  all  the  mine.  In  some  entries  at  the  head  it 
was  close,  as  the  drive  was  too  far  between  break-throughs.  Roads 
and  drainage  very  good.  J.  B.  Lewis,  Superintendent ;  Alexan- 
der Thompson,  Mine  Boss. 

Consolidated — (P.  O.,  Montgomery.) 

This  mine  is  located  about  one  mile  east  of  Handley  and  is 
operated  by  Consolidated  Mining  Company.  It  is  on  the  C.  &  O. 
R'y  and  Kanawha  river  and  operates  3  seams,  Coalburg,  Kanawha 
and  Winifrede.  The  ventilation  is  natural  in  all  but  one  opening 
in  the  Coalburg  seam,  which  has  a  furnace.  The  ventilation  was 
only  fair,  not  as  good  as  it  should  be.  Drainage  and  roads  fair. 
Chas.  Trudgen,  Superintendent;  Edward  Pinking,  mine  boss. 

Union  Mines — (P.  O.,  Montgomery.) 

This  mine  is  on  the  C.  &  O.  R'y  about  one  mile  west  of  Mont- 
gomery and  is  operated  by  the  Union  Coal  Company.  They  are 
operating  two  seams,  the  Coalburg  Splint  &  Coal  Valle}r  Gas.  The 
ICoalburg  >eam  is  ventilated  from  natural  causes  which  was  fair. 
Roads  and  drainage  very  good.  Gas  Seam — Ventilation  not  very 
good.  Roads  and  drainage  not  very  good.  I  requested  the  boss 
to  clean  up  the  roads,  take  down  some  loose  slate  and  have  the 
trap  doors  repaired  and  keep  them  closed,  all  of  which  he  promised 
to  do.     Chas.  Trudgen,  Superintendent;  John  Allen,  mine  boss. 

Cannelton  Coal  Co.— (P.  O.,  Cannelton.) 

This  operation  is  on  a  short  line  about  live  miles  up  Smither's 
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creek  from  the  K.  &  M.  Rv.  It  is  a  Cannel  coal  seam,  average 
thickness  3  feet,  and  is  a  good  quality  of  Cannel  coal.  I  visited 
this  mine  twice  during  the  year,  but  it  was  not  running  and  I  did 
not  go  inside  the  mine.  They  only  run  live  months  during  the 
year.  This  and  the  gas  seam  belong  to  the  same  company.  They 
have  a  river  tipple  and  can  ship  by  either  rail  or  water.  Henry 
Davis,  Superintendent;  Robert  Taylor,  Mine  Boss. 

Cannelton  Coal  Co. — (P.  O.  Cannelton.) 

This  mine  is  on  a  short  line  R.  R.  up  Smithers  creek,  about  one 
mile  from  the  main  line  of  the  K.  &  M.,  and  is  operated  by  the 
Cannelton  Coal  Co.  It  is  a  gas  seam  7  ft.  thick.  They  have  50 
coke  ovens  now  in  operation.  L  visited  this  mine  twice  during  the 
year.  On  my  first  visit  I  found  the  ventilation  rot  very  good,  as 
the  furnace  was  too  small.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  mine  boss, 
also  the  superintendent,  to  it,  and  they  informed  me  that  they  in- 
tended building  a  larger  one  at  once.  On  my  second  visit  they  had 
the  new  furnace  almost  completed.  It  is  a  good  one,  and  will 
furnish  good  ventilation.  Roads  and  drainage  good.  Henry  Davis, 
Sup't;  Robt.  Taylor,  M.  B. 
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TABLE  E. 


[2nd  Dist 


Analyses  of  Coal  Mined  from  the   Different  Seams  in  the  Second 
District  of  West    Virginia. 


NAME  OF  SEAM. 

Fixed 
Carbon. 

Volatile 
Matttr. 

Water. 

Sulphur. 
0.71 

Ash. 

Name  of  Operator. 

Acme 

Black  Band 

55.56 
57.48 
66.75 
61.27 
62. 90 
62.61 
61.75 
74.04 
74.26 

53.23 

38.58 
41.17 
36. 83 
32. 50 
33  26 
34.91 
23.20 
18.81 

1.80 

2  24 
1.23 

0.00 
LOO 
2.14 
0.94 
.83 
1.01 

3.41 
1.70 
.85 
1.90 
1.60 
1.81 
2.40 
1.43 
5.19 

Black  Band  C.  &  I.  Co 

o.'oo 

Cedar  GrovH  M.  Co 

Cedar  Grove  Mr.  Co 

Robinson  C.  Co. 

Crown  Hill 

Coal  Valley  Gas 

.18 
.16 

.5' 

Mt.  Carbon  Co.,   Ltd 

All  Sew  River  Go's 

Pocahontas  

Mercer  and  McDowell  Go's.. 

Analyses  of  Coke  Made  of  Wert    Virginia   Coal,  Compared  With 
That  of  Other  Coking  Districts. 


N  A M KOF  DISTRICT. 

Fixed 
Carbon. 

Volatile 

Matter. 

Water. 

Sulphur. 

Ash. 

80  513 

87.  299 
88.962 
92.608 
92. 550 

1.101 

0.803 
0  425 
0.214 
0.757 

0.447 
0.  157 
0.060 
0. 500 
0.347 

1.595 

1.195 

.810 

.500 

.597 

16  314 

111.545 

9. 740 
6.188 

5.749 

TABLE  F. 

Showing  Production  of  Coal  and  Coke  oy  Counties. 


From  Julv  1 

,1894,  to 

No.  of  Mines. 

No.  of  Coke 

Number  of  Employees. 

June  30, 

1895. 
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REPORT 

OF 


INSPECTOR    OF    MINES, 


Third  District  of  West  Virginia. 


Office  of  Mine  Inspector,  / 

Third  District   W&st   Virginia^    \ 

To  JUa  Excellency,  W.m.  A.  MacCorkle, 

Governor  oj  State  of  West    Virginia. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  section  four  of  the 
mining  law  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  relative  to  the  proper 
ventilation,  working,  drainage  and  safety  of  Collieries  and  the 
reporting  thereon  of  the  Mine  Inspectors  of  the  several  districts  to 
your  Excellency,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  this, 
my  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  L895,  together  with  such 
further  data  of  general  interest  as  i  deem  it  proper  to  set  forth. 
Coupled  with  the  general  condition  of  the  mines.  I  have  noted  the 
different  thicknesses  of  the  coal,  (with  partings)  taken  from  actual 
measurements. 

According  to  the  best  and  most  reliable  information,  I  have 
been  able  to  secure,  the  total  output  in  this  district  from  June 
30th,  1894  to  Jure  30th,  1895,  was  5,831,829  tons   of  coal  of  2240 
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lbs.  951,296  tons  of  coke  of  2000  lbs.,  which' show  an  increase 
over  previous  year  of  354,973  tons  of  coal,  and  ofcoke  92,740  tons, 
employing  in  the  mining  of  the  same  12,827  men;  a  distribution 
of  which  totals  may  be  noted  by  reference  to  a  concise  table 
appended  to  this  report. 

During  the  period  of  my  inspectorship  the  district  has  been 
much  developed  by  the  opening  of  seventeen  mines,  and  the  con- 
struction of  branch  lines  up  several  tributary  streams;  most  nota- 
bly, Keeney's  Creek,  up  which  we  find  a  nine  mile  extension,  built 
by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Jno. 
Nut  tall,  to  develop  the  latter's  25,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  depos- 
it.-, and  where  we  now  find  five  companies  operating  in  the  Sewell 
•  or  Nuttallburg  seam  of  coal  of  51  inches:  also  we  have  the  exten- 
sion of  the  C.  &.  O.  R.  R.  down  the  south  side  of  New  river  to  a 
point  above  and  across  the  river  from  Fayette  Station,  and  the  in- 
crease of  two  mines  to  the  district;  while  again  we  have  the  devel- 
opment of  the  Loop  Creek  territory,  through  the  lands  of  Thos.  G. 
McKell  by  a  10-mile  branch  Railroad  from  Thurmond,  on  the 
main  line  to  MacDonald.  This  extension  seems  to  tap  the  Sewell 
seam  in  its  thickest  point,  where  we  have  an  average  of  5  ft.  1  in. 
clean  coal,  and  six  operations  working  almost  daily  and  having  a 
capacity  of  100  cars,  or  2,500  tons;  moreover  we  will  note  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Railroad  up  Laurel  Creek  at  Quinnimont,  and  that 
up  Meadow  Creek  in  Summers  County  by  the  Beury  Bros. 

In  the  back  of  this  report  are  such  tables  of  collected  data  and 
information  as  I  deem  it  expedient  to  publish,  and  in  this  connei  tion 
allow  me  to  state  that  for  much  of  the  matter  of  general  interest 
and  for  valuable  assistance  I  am  under  many  obligations  to  Mr. 
Louis  W.  Atkinson,  resident  engineer  for  a  number  of  the  New 
River  Collieries,  all  of  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Respectful lv  submitted, 

Signed:  H.  A.  Robson, 
Mine  Inspector  3rd  Dist.  VVr.  Ya. 
Cotton  Hill,  Fayette  Co.,  W.  Va. 

The  Pocahontas  or  Norfolk  &  Western  Coal  Field. 

Louisville  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Goodwill.) 

This  company  operates  on  Flipping  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Blue 
Stone  River;  working  the  No.  3  of  Pocahontas  seam,  which,  at  this 
point,  attains  a  thickness  of  five  feet,  with  2V  inches  or  boan  three 
feet  from  the  bottom;  above  which  we  have  from  three  to  six  inch- 
es of  draw  slate,  which,  coming  down  gives  a  hard,  blue  slate  top. 
The  company  sets  the  props  and  lays  track  for  the  miners,  but 
about  the  time  that  tnis  report  goes  to  the  printer,  the  new  regime 
will  be  in  force,  and  the  miner  will  not  only  set  his  own  posts,  but 
also  lay  his  track.  The  mine  car  used  at  this  point  is  said  to  con- 
tain 75  cubic  feet. 

The  workings  are  divided  into  two  distinct  mines,  the  old,   or 
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\T<>.  1,  not  being  worked  at  present,  while  No.  "l  is  working  not 
>nly  entries,  but  a  few  pillars  are  being  also  drawn. 

'J  he  ventilation  is  effected   by  means  of  a  first-class  fan,   and 
Vhile  the  rooms  are  driven  quite  long,  the  break-throughs  are  so 
arefully  driven  that  I  have  always  found  tho  ventilation  very  sal 
sfaetory.     It  may  be  noted,    in   this  connection,   that  there' have 
ieen  no  serious  accidents  at  this  colliery  during  the  past   year. 

The  coal,  while  being  semi- bituminous,   is  considerably  harder 
nan  the  greater  part  of   the   Pocahontas   seam    at    other    points 
ind  the  lumps  shipped  from  this  place,    over   a,    f   inch  screen     is 
^usually  clean  and  tinds  a  most  satisfactory  market. 

As  noted  in  the  former  report,  this  company  is  very  careful  in 
f&ard  to  its  drainage  and,  besides  the  ditching  heretofore  don- 
hey  were  preparing  to  carry  off  considerable  water  from  the  rob- 
bings by  a  new  drain.  The  falls  in  the  old  workings  are  very 
•lean,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  land  company  that  their  percent- 
age in  the  winning  of  coal  is  unusually  large. 

The  colliery  is  fitted   with  a  coal  crusher  and  other   improved 
uachinery.  ' 

Superintendent,  Justus  Collins;  Bank  Boss,  Thos.  Lewis. 
Goodwill   Coal  &  Coke  Co.— (P.  O.,  Goodwill.) 

Also  located  on  the  right  hand  fork  of  Flipping  Creek,  adjoining 
he  Louisville  Company,  we  have  the  above,  there  being  aho  two 
listinct  mines.  The  old  one,  or  No.  1,  will,  from  this  time  on 
onsist  entirely  of  robbing,  as  the  working  was  mostly  on  a  JonJ 
larrow  point  with  a  main  entry  somewhat  of  a  mile  in  extent  On 
ay  last  visit  to  this  Company.  I  found  that  this  entry  lacked  but  a 
ew  feet  of  the  crop,  and  it  was  the  intention,  as  soon  as  this  entry 
va&  worked  out,  to  begin  and  draw  the  pillars,  brinoino-  .,||  wit], 
hem  as  they  came.  The  top,  in  both  mines,  is  quite"  treacherous, 
nd  I  was  forced  to  call  their  attention  to  the  top  in  the  main  en- 
ry,  which,  though  no  doubt  sulHciently  posted  at  first,  had  by 
histime  settled  and  become  dangerous.  This  defect  they  have 
ectined.  Ihe  ventilation  and  drainage  have  been  satisfactory-  on 
.11  my  visits.  Ihe  coal  shows  4  feet  9  inches  with  a  strata  of  boan 
•  inches  thick,  3  feet  from  the  bottom,  which  often  disappeared 
nd  the  whole  seam  is  shipped.  The  top  consists  of  four  inches  of 
ott-drawslate,  which  comes  down  with  the  coal  leaving  ■  •  f,ir  too 

Very  little  of  the  coal  is  shipped  from  this  section  of  the  mine" 

MmeJNo.  2,  being  the  point  at  which  most  of  the  work  is  now 
one,  is  connected  with  the  tipple  by  a  1500  ft.  tramway;  the  coal 
a  this  section  compares  favorably  with  the  above,  having  the  same 
trata  and  impurities.  & 

On  one  of  my  former  visits  I  found  that  they  were  driving 
puble  width  rooms,  with  two  tracks,  and  on  my  calling  their  af- 
Bntion  to  the  same,  they  informed  me  that  the  "top  seemed  more 
ecure  under  these  conditions.  On  my  last  visit  I  noticed  this  svs- 
em  of  working,  and  whereas  I  cannot  report  particularly  favor- 
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ably  of  the  same,  I  cautioned  them  to  insist  upon  the  miners  settini 
ample  posts  This  company  has  been  rather  unfortunate  inresrarl 
to  injury,  but  t!,e  promptness  with  whicn  they  report  accident  ano 
tiie  attention  bestowed  on  the  woi  k  by  the  bank  boss,  leads  me  tcj 
believe  that  it  is  the  treacherous  top  and  ill  luck  that  occasions  th« 
casualties. 

S  perintendent,  Phillip  Goodwill;  Mine  Boss:  No.  1,  Lev, 
Workman;  No.  2,  J.  W.  Foy. 

The  Buckeye  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Simmons.) 

This  company  is  operating1  on  the  right  hand  fork  of  Simmoni 
Creek,  across  the  hill  from  and  adjoining-  the  Louisville  Company 
In  regard  to  the  top  at  this  Colliery,  it  may  be  noted  that,  on  fira 
operating  the  seam  they  had  the  first  class  top  of  the  Pocahontas 
field,  byt  on  the  work  progressing,  towards  Goodwill,  they  en 
countered  the  dangers  of  draw  slate,  and  in  the  workings  near  tbl 
face  of  the  nnin  entry  and  contiguous  thereto,  they  are  greatly  an 
noyed  by  large  falls  of  slate,  while  in  the  old  and  pillar  workings 
the  top  is  quite  good  with  clean  falls  and  good  drainage.  On  m\ 
last  report  I  was  forced  to  note  the  accumulation  of  water  in  th<| 
main  entry  about  300  feet  from  the  face.  This  trouble  still  exi-t: 
and,  although  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  coal  is  hauled  ovei 
it,  it  is  of  such  extent  as  to  injure  thegeneral  appearance  of  the  mine 
I  trust  that  the  company  will  rectify  this  little  oversight  and  that 
1  will  not  be  forced  to  call  attention  to  such  trivial  matters  herd 
after.  The  ventilation  effected  by  means  of  a  fan  is  quite  good,  in 
is  aiso  the  drainage,  with  the  above  exception.     The  coal  shows  ui 

5  feet  6  inches  with  a  small  streak  of  impurity,  three  feet  from  th< 
bottom.      In  the  early  workings  of  the  company  the  appearance  o: 
the  r,  inch  band  of  sulphur  with  8   inches  of  coal  above,  affordej 
them  go  <1  and  safe  top,  but  on  continuing  the  workings,  this  su| 
phur  streak  seems  to  have  become  more  brittle  and  in  nearly  al'J 
cases  breaks,  letting  down  six  or  eight  inches  of  coal  and  a  foot  oij 
treacherous  slate.     Their  newT  tipple  is  directly  connected  with  thin 
drift  mouth  and  while  the  hauling  is  now  done  with  mules,   them 
contemplate  putting  on  a  locomotive. 

Superintendent,   (formerly)  1>.    Moore;    (now)  Jno.    D.   Hewitti 
Bank  Boss,  Thomas  Gent. 

The  Casweel  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.— (P.  0.  Simmons.) 


This  operation  is  located  on  Simmons 'creek,  also  a  fork  of  thi 
Blue  Stone  River,  mining  the   Pocahontas   or   No.    3   seam.     Th( 
workings  extend  from  a  point  near  Bramwell  across  to  the  Bootl^ 
Bowen  Company  workings. 

On  my  last  report  we  had  tw7o  distinct  mines  operated  by  ttalj 
same  company.  Mine  No.  1,  or  Hemlock,  being  the  oldest  anjt 
most  southern  portion  of  the  lease,  is  that  lying  contiguous  to  thL 
Mill  Creek  Company's  workings,  having  an  outlet  for  ventilatio 
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rid  drainage  on  the  Cooper  side.  This  is  one  of  the  Companies 
1  whose  workings  the  Pocahontas  seam  attains  its  greatesl  thick- 
$<s,  often  reaching  7  feet  (5  inches  of  clean  coal,  and  being  free 
om  hone,  but  usually,  having  18  inches  of  coal  separated  from 
ie  main  body  by  a  light  sulphur  band.  This  sulphur  and  top  coal 
•e  usually  left  up,  affording  an  unusually  good  top  which  will 
and  for  years,  and  when  robbed  breaks  with  clean  falls.  The 
mines  are  connected  by  an  entry  of  considerable  extent,  which 
ping  connected  with  day  light  affords  perfect  drainage  for  the 
ilk  of  the  workings.  In  this  old  mine  there  is  now  an  entry  be- 
g  driven  straight  from  the  drift  mouth,  to  the  further  extremity 
'  the  lease  on  the  Mill  Creek  sido. 

Mine  No.  2,  although  being  newer  than  the  above  contains  also 
msiderable  robbings.  Tho  drainage  and  ventilation  in  both  of 
iese  workings  are  perfectly  satisfactory.  In  my  last  report  I 
ade  casual  mention  of  an  entry  6  000 -feet,  long,  which  was  just 
iven  from  the  Simmons  Creek  side  entirely  through  the  hill  to 
Ikhorn  Creek.  Of  late  this  work  has  been  pushed;  new  cross  cn- 
ies  being  turned,  and  the  locomotive  entering  the  same 
This  operating  of  the  new  works  with  the  locomotive  was  done  a 
tie  too  prematurely,  as  I  was  forced  to  call  the  manager's  atten- 
:>n  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  stoppings  and  doors  to  satisfactorily 
rry  off  the  accumulation  of  smoke.  Old  No.  1  Mine  has  direct 
•nnection  with  its  tipple  at  the  drift  mouth,  while  Nos.  ti  and  3 
ive  hallway  of  2,300  feet.  All  through  these  workings  the  top 
aintains  its  safe  condition  and  am  pleased  to  report  but  few  acci- 
>nts  occurring  by  reason  of  the  same. 

Superintendent :  Jenkin  Jones  ;   Bank  Boss  of  No.  1,  H.  Cull  is  ; 
as.  2  and  3,  Milton  Gilmore. 

Booth  Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Campany — (P.  O,  Simmons.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  Simmons  Creek,  opposite  Casswell  Coal 
).  and  adjoining  the  Buckeye.  In  this  instance  we  also  have 
nat  is  called  the  old  and  the  new  mines;  the  former  of  these  is 
wr  practically  worked  out,  and  while  in  my  old  report  I  placed 
300  feet  as  the  fartherest  limit  at  which  the  main  entry  is  being 
n,  I  may  now  place  the  same  at  abo  it  500  feet  from  the  drift 
auth.  The  accumulation  of  water  in  the  main  entry  near  the 
ce  of  the  old  workings  was  carefully  handled  and  has  been 
ained  off.  and  now  very  little  annoyance  is  experienced  either  in 
gard  to  the  drainage  of  the  top.  How  long  work  will  bo  prose 
ted  in  this  section  will  of  course  depend  upon  the  supply  of  cars, 
t  the  Company  will  endeavor  to  push  this  to  completion  as  soon 
possible  as  the  standing  of  old  work  is  an  annoyance  and  expense. 
ie  more  recent  portion  of  the  workings,  or  we  may  say  in  Mine  No. 
are  in  very  good  condition;  the  ventilation  being  effected  by  a 
foot  fan.  This  portion  of  the  work  is  connected  with  the  tip- 
b  by  a  tramway  of  a  thousand  feet,  on  which  a  locomotive  is  used, 
ie  coal  being  a  No.  3  seam,  is  7  feet  thick  with  3  inches  of   boan 
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3+  feet  from  the  bottom,  with  the  usual  light  sulphur  band  afford- 
ing a  safe  toy).  I  have  been  carefully  over  the  robbings  of  this 
company,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  it  receives  careful  atten- 
tion. 1  should  ju'ige  f<om  the  different  reports  concerning  this 
company  that  it  runs  as  steadily  and  produces  more  coal  than  any 
company  in  this  vicinity.  They  are  also  prepared  to  ship  the  dif- 
ferent giades  of  coal  and  coke,  while  the  23  ovens,  heretofore 
spoken  of,  are  completed,  making  a  total  of  174,  and  bringing  the 
plant  to  the  front  ao  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  field. 
Superintendent:  J.  P.  Bowen;     Mine  Boss,  T.  E.  Thomas. 

Mill  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Cooper.) 

Situated  on  the  Mill  Creek  fork  of  Blue  Stone,  we  have  the  two 
distinct  mines  of  the  Mill  Creek  Company,  known  as  the  east  and 
west  mine.  The  only  connection  is  that  of  ventilation.  The  west 
or  old  mine  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  creek,  extends  from  a  point 
near  the  portal  of  the  tunnel  to  the  lease  of  the  Southwestern  Vir 
ginia  Improvement  Company.  This  extensive  territory  being  one] 
of  the  first  operated  in  the  held,  is  now  nearly  worked  out.  Mr. 
John  Cooper,  the  superintendent  is  using  most  of  the  coal  from 
this  mine  to  supply  the  coke  ovens;  since,  by  reason  of  the  squeezes 
incident  upon  old  workings,  the  output  contains  more  slack  than 
usual.  A  great  deal  of  the  work  is  and  has  been  done  under  sub- 
contracts. Considerable  expense  and  trouble  have  had  to  be  over- 
come in  the  successful  handling  of  the  water,  accumulated  from 
the  large  falls  and  breaks  in  the  top,  but  on  my  last  visit  I  found) 
very  little  in  this  regard  to  complain  of. 

The  coal  attains  a  thickness  of  10  feet  being  in  most  cases  entire- 
ly clean,  and  it  may  be  noted  in  this  connection,  that  in  this  mine 
and  Coaldale  contiguous  thereto,  we  find  the  only  section  of  coal 
free  from  the  boan,  usually  noted  in  the  Pocahontas  seam.  The 
top,  throughout  the  workings,  is  good.  Connected  with  the  west 
side  by  a  15  ft.  fan  and  air-way  we  have  the  east  or  new  mine.  Inl 
this  section  of  the  mine  we  have  an  unusually  large  amount  ofj 
new  work  opened  up,  there  being  entries  of  considerable  extent 
with  good  top,  good  drainage,  good  ventilation,  and  room  to  simp 
ly  turn,  awaiting  an  increase  in  men  and  cars  for  a  correspondin 
increase  of  output. 

Immediately  connecting  this  east  side  with  the  tipple,  is  a  slope 
of  about  200  feet  up  which  the  cars  are  pulled  by  a  tail  rope.  Jn^ 
this  side  also  we  find  the  coal  often  reaching  10  feet  in  thickness; 
but  in  most  instances  we  find  about  3  inches  of  boan  located  5  feet 
from  the  bottom,  which,  indeed,  in  some  cases,  becomes  a  species 
of  hard  coal  and  is  shipped  in  its  entirety.  In  most  cases  the  tough 
sulphur  band  of  about  an  inch  thickness  with  several  inches  of  coal 
above  it  is  left  for  a  top.  On  the  main  entry  several  large  falls 
were  encountered,  and  I  called  their  attention  to  watching  the  top 
particularly  at  these  points,  and  a  section  at  about  300  feet  from 
the  drift  mouth,  where  are  several  mud  seams,   made  the  top  un 
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usually  treacherous.  Sometime  prior  to  my  visit  one  of  their  long 
cross  entries  had  holed  into  the  workings  of  the  Caswell  Creek 
Company's,  where  lruch  water  had  accumulated.  I  am  advised 
that  this  gave  them  a  little  trouble  at  first,  but  no  bad  effects  are 
now  observable.  1  am  pleased  to  report  most  satisfactory  drainage 
and  ventilation  throughout  the  workings  and  the  effect  of  careful 
attention  are  to  be  noticed  in  the  pillar  work  and  in  the  regularity 
and  neatness  both  of  rooms  and  entries. 

Superintendent,  J  no.  Cooper;  Mine  Boss,  M.  P.  Montgomery. 

Coaldale  Coal  and  Coke  Company.— (P.  O.  Coopers.) 

This  operation  is  located  at  the  west  end  of  the  tunnel,  adjoinmg 
the  Mill  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  on  one  side  and  the  Elkhorn 
Coal  and  Coke  Co.  on  the  west. 

Among  the  larger  mirier  of  this  field  this  company  takes  the  most 
prominent  part.  Here  we  find' the  Pocahontas  sesim  reaching  its 
greatest  thickness  with  a  perfect  top,  being  from  10  to  104  feet 
of  cod,  having  sulphur  top  throughout,  and  in  the  cases  where 
rooms  have  been  worked  and  left  standing  for  several  years  we 
find  the  track  clear  of  falls  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  rooms 
are  in  such  a  condition  that  robbing  may  be  proceeded  with  im- 
mediately without  other  expense.  The  system  of  endless  rope 
haulage  casually  touched  on  in  my  former  report  has  proved  a 
great  success.  The  rope  running  at  the  rate  of  about  1  miles  per 
hour  and  working  similar  to  the  cable  system  in  the  large  cities 
will  successfully  land  as  much  coal  as  the  company  can  possibly 
handle.  The  system  of  crossovers  on  the  main  entry  on  which  the 
rope  runs  to  the  gathering  point  for  mules  on  the  cross  entries,  are 
carefully  kept  clean  and  free  from  foreign  substances  and  the  cut- 
ting and  raveling  of  the  rope,  which  at  first  was  feared  and  exper- 
ienced, seems  now  to  be  under  better  control.  The  entry  parallel- 
ing the  tunnel  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  workings  is  finished,  and 
it  is  no  doubt  a  great  relief  to  the  company  to  find  that  by  careful 
engineering  and  mining  they  have  avoided  causing  any  settling  or 
injury  to  the  lining  of  the  tunnel,  and  when  they  have  begun  to 
rob  in  this  territory  they  have  no  fear  of  the  after  bad  effects. 
One  great  drawback  to  this  company  in  operating  its  lease  is  that 
much  of  the  work  must  be  done  on  the  dip,  and  in  order  to  secure 
effectual  drainage  now  and  in  future  they  have  gone  to  the  expense 
of  about  3,000  dollars  in  digging  the  ditch  several  hundred  feet 
long  and  ranging  from  five  to  thirty-five  feet  in  depth.  The  out- 
let of  this  ditch  being  one  of  the  lowest  points  in  the  whole  lease 
is  expected  to  amply  drain  the  entire  territory  when  robbing.  The 
ventilation  throughout  the  mine  being  effected  by  a  20  foot  fan  is 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

In  some  of  the  dips  or  swags  of  this  mine  the  coal  attains  a  thick- 
ness of  11  feet  2  inches,  having  about  3  inches  of  boan  live  feet 
from  the  bottom,  which  is,  I  think,  the  greatest  heighth  of  coal  en- 
countered in  the  Pocahontas  field. 

Superintendent:  Thos.  H.  Cooper;  Mine  Boss:  T.  E.  Williams. 
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Elkhorn  Coal  and  Coke  Company.— (P.  O.  Maybeury.) 

This  company  operates  a  lease  adjoining:  that  of  the  Shamokin 
and  Coaldale  Companies,  which  has  always  been  carefully  worked, 
and  on  consulting  the  reports  of  the  former  inspectors  my  own 
and  the  opinion  of  the  men  employed  at  and  about  the  mine  I  am 
gratified  to  find  that  such  care  and  attention  have  always  been  given 
to  this  mine  that  sati.- factory  reports  are  justified,  both  a->  to  its 
ventilation,  drainage  and  general  condition.  The  coal  is  8  feet  4- 
inches,  there  being  a  slight  impurity  2  feet  from  the  bottom,  while 
usually  three  inche-*  of  boan  occurs  about  3  feet  from  the  top. 

The  sulphur  band,  with  its  one  foot  of  coal  above,  is  left  up  for 
top.  It  may  be  noted  in  connection  with  this  mine,  that  they  are 
now  using  a  12  foot  fan,  which,  though  running  at  its  full  safe  ca- 
pacity, gives  satisfactory  results,  and  is  the  same  fan  that  has  been 
used  from  the  beginning  of  the  works  to  the  present  time.  Prior 
to  which,  the  same  was  used  in  a  colliery  cf  this  company  in  the 
Pennsylvania  field  It  may  be  noted  that  this  and  the  Shamokin 
Company  ar ■?  among  the  few  who  set  props  for  the  men.  They 
were  unfortunate  some  time  ago  to  have  their  drum  house  and 
some  of  the  timbers  of  the  drift  mouth  destroyed  by  lire.  These 
have  now  been  rebuilt  with  the  addition  of  a  complete  house  for 
the  storage  of  the  locomotive. 

They  have  now  in  contemplation  the  erection  of  a  new  tipple. 
Direct  connection  is  made  between  the  mine  and  the  drum  house; 
thence  the  4U0  foot  incline  connects  the  same  with  the  tipple. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  Barlow;  Mine  Boss,  J.  A.  Card  will. 

The  Norfolk  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Maybeury.) 

This  company  is  operating  a  lease  immediately  west  of  and  ad- 
joining the  Caswell  Creek  Company,  and  has  justly  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  safest  and  best  conditioned  mines  in  the  Elk- 
horn  field.  In  all  my  visits  I  have  found  the  drainage  good,  the 
ventilation  perfectly  satisfactory;  the  falls  and  the  robbings  clean; 
the  setting  of  the  posts  carefully  looked  after  and  such  actions  tak- 
en by  the  management,  as  have  always  insured  the  good  condition 
of  the  mine  and  a  favorable  report  from  visitors  and  your  mine  in- 
spector. 

There  have  been  no  accidents  of  note  during  the  past  year.  The 
coal  at  this  point  is  8  feet  9  inches  thick,  with  three  inches  of  boan 
2  feet  from  the  bottom;  also  a  slight  trace  of  boan  5  feet  from  the 
bottom,  while  the  top,  consisting  of  the  usual  sulphur  band  with 
one  foot  of  coal  above;  is  at  this  place  usually  taken  down.  I  will 
refer  you  to  my  former  report  where  I  have  noted  that  on  the  8th 
left  hand  cross  entry,  10  feet  of  coal  was  encountered  in  a  local 
swag,  where  two  sets  of  tracks  are  used,  one  on  the  original  bot- 
tom and  another  10  feet  above  the  same,  affording  almost  a  viaduct 
for  the  haulage  of  coal. 

Superintendent,  Stuart  M.  Buck;  Mine  Boss,  J.  W.  Devinney. 
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Angle  Mine. — Of  the  same  company. 

This  mine  is  located  about  \  of  a  mile  from  the  old  mine,  above 
described,  and  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the  same  company. 
The  ventilation  is  usually  quite  good,  although  on  one  of  my  for- 
mer visits  I  was  forced'to  call  the  manager's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  sufficient  care  had  not  been  bestowed  on  the  tiring  of  the  fur- 
nace that  day,  and,  in  reply  to  the  same,  I  was  informed  that  this 
oversight  was  occasione  I  by  a  temporary  absence  of  the  mine  fore- 
man. Since  my  last  report  they  have  driven  a  new  drift  to  the 
prop;  have  located  a  fan  and,  no  doubt,  by  this  time  the  same  is  in 
successful  operation.  The  drainage  in  these  workings  is  also 
satisfactory. 

Allow  me  to  diverge  from  the  general  order  of  reporting  and  call 
attention  to  the  unusually  neat  and  substantial  new  tipple  the  com- 
pany have  erected;  also  to  the  expense  the  company  have  assumed 
in  grading  the  main  entry  from  the  drift  mouth  to  a  point  about, 
500  feet  within.  For  the  loaded  trips  coming  out  the  top  has  been 
shot  for  a  considerable  distance,  affording  a  grade  in  favor  of  the 
load  of  about  18  in.  to  100  feet,  and  a  similar  working  grade  for  the 
returning  empties.  The  neatness  and  accuracy  of  this  wrork,  as 
well  as  the  care  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  timbering  of  the 
drift  mouth,  attracted  my  immediate  attention,  and  I  trust  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  the  digression. 

The  coal  is  eight  feet  4  inches  thick,  with  4  inches  of  boan  4i 
feet  from  the  bottom.  The  top  being  about  the  same  as  in  the 
old  mine,  but  I  notice  that,  especially  near  the  crop,  where  mud 
senilis  have  been  encountered,  the  top  is,  in  some  cases,  far  from 
good. 

Superintendent:  Stuart  M.  Buck;  Mine  Boss;  W.  F.  Whitt. 

Shamokin  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.  Maybeury.) 

This  operation  is  located  at  Maybeury  station,  immediately  at 
the  forks  of  Elkhorn  Creek. 

Little  can  be  said  in  detriment  to  the  workings  of  this  company. 
The  little  complaint  entered  against  the  same  in  my  former  re- 
port was  immediately  rectified  after  my  visit,  and  on  my  trip  just 
prior  to  this  report  1  was  pleased  to  find  that  they  had  taken  down 
some  dangerous  top  in  close  proximity  to  one  of  the  main  part- 
ings. Tne  coal  is  8  feet  thick,  with  tnree  inches  of  boan  from  18 
inches  to  2  feet  from  the  bottom.  This  boan  o^'ten  becomes  a  hard 
texture  of  coal  and  it  is  shipped  in  its  entirety.  In  most  cases, 
however,  this  boan  is  careful  I  v  picked  from  the  coal  before  ship- 
ment. The  sulphur  band  with  its  usual  foot  of  coal  above  it,  is  also 
left  up  at  this  mine.  As  previously  noted,  the  smoke  occasioned  by 
the  engine  entering  the  mineon  the  main  intake  of  the  air,  is  care- 
lully  taken  off  through  a  regulator.  We  note  that  no  serious  accident 
has  ever  occurred  at  this  colliery,  and  I  am  told  that  the  percent- 
age of  coal  obtained  by  this  company  in  the  robbing  often  reaches 
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from  87  to  S9  per  cent.,  which  is  an  unusually  good  showing.  This 
is  most  probably  due  to  the  good  top  and  to  the  careful  handling  of 
the  work  at  the  outset.  An  incline  of  about  six  hundred  feet  con- 
nects the  drift  mouth  with  the  tipple.  The  ventilation,  by  means 
of  a  fan  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  as  is  also  the  drainage. 
Superintendent:  Jno.  Hunter;  Mine  Boss:  Jno.  Carmell. 

Lick  Branch  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.  Maybeury.) 

This  company  operates  a  lease  located  on  the  right  hand  side  of 
Elk  horn  Creek  between  the  Crozier  and  Shamokin  Companies,  and 
is  connected  with  its  tipple  by  a  tramway  about  1,800  feet  long. 
The  ventilation  by  means  of  a  twenty  foot  fan  is  excellent,  and  the 
drainage  is  also  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one  place  in  the 
main  entry,  where  an  accumulation  of  water  was  noticed  on  one  of 
my  former  visits,  but  which  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  comfort 
of  the  employees. 

Similar  to  many  other  companies  in  this  Held,  an  experienced 
man  is  constantly  employed  looking  after  and  directing  the  work- 
ing in  the  robbings  and  the  drawing  of  stumps.  The  lirst  and  sec- 
ond set  of  left  hand  cross  entries  have  T  een  entirely  worked  out  on 
the  railroad  side,  and  not  only  are  the  rooms  being  drawn  but  also 
the  chain  pillar.  There  is  8  feet  4  inches  of  coal  with  4  inches  of 
boan,  located  4  feet  6  inches  from  the  bottom.  The  top  coal  with 
its  |  inch  of  sulphur  band,  is  left  to  support  the  top.  Very  few 
accidents  occur  in  this  colliery,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  excellent 
top  and  the  careful  attention  of  the  mine  foreman 

Superintendent,  E.  J.  Hutchinson;  Mine  Boss,  Wm.  Moore. 

Turkey  Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Ennis.) 

This  company  is  operating  a  lease  situated  on  the  left  hand  side 
of  Elkhorn  Creek,  extending  over  to  and  adjoining  the  Greenbrier 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  and  is  two  miles  above  Elkhorn  station, 
near  ivhich  point  it  adjoins  the  Houston  Coal  and  Coke  Company. 
A  16  ft.  fan  affords  excellent  ventilation  and  I  can  do  no  better 
than  to  repeat  that  in  each  and  every  one  of  my  visits  to  this  col- 
liery, the  ventilation,  drainage  and  all  its  appurtenances  have  been 
in  a  first  class  condition  while  the  Sulphur  top,  being  unusually 
tough  at  this  mine,  causes  them  very  little  annoyance,  enabling 
them  to  keep  it  clean  and  at  the  same  time,  is  safe  mining.  The 
locomotive  running  over  an  800  ft.  tramway  connects  the  tipple 
with  the  drift  mouth.  This  locomotive,  though  entering  the  mine 
for  quite  a  distance,  b  >th  on  the  main  and  cro  s  entry,  oc  anions 
no  annoyance  by  smoke  to  the  men,  as  this  inconvenience  is  care- 
fully looked  after  by  the  management.  It  may  be  here  noted  that 
the  main  entry  has  lately  been  driven  entirely  through  the  moun- 
tain, cropping  on  the  waters  of  the  right  hand  fork  of  north  fork, 
about  half  a  mile  below  the  tipple  of  the  Greenbrier  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.     This  affords  the  Company  another   intake  for  air  and  gives 
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them  access  to  a  large  territory  of  timber  heretofore  unavailable. 
The  coal  is  8  feet  thick  with  :;'  to  4  inches  of  boan,  four  feet  from 
the  bottom.  A  light,  though  tough  sulphur  band,  with  one  foot 
of  coal  above  it  is  left  up  for  the  top.  In  many  instances  the  boan, 
above  referred  to  runs  into  coal  and  is  then  shipped  in  its  entirety. 
From  the  map  of  the  Company,  I  note  that  quite  a  territory  has 
been  worked  out,  and  the  rooms  are  now  standing,  and  from  the 
step's  the  Company  are  now  taking  I  should  presume  that  they  pro- 
pose to  rob  extensively. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  McQuail;  Mine  Ross,  Jas  Hopkins. 

Crozier  Coal  &  Coke  Company— (P.  O.,  Elkhorn.) 

Located  near  Elkhorn  Station,  this  Company  operates  a  very 
extensive  lease  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  creek,  immediately 
below  the  Lick  Branch  Colliery.  Their  mines  consist  of  two  sec- 
tions, known  as  No.  1  and  No.  2.  It  is  at  this  place  that  we  find 
electric  machines  in  haulage  use.  The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing 
Company  have  successfully  put  in  a  large  electric  plant  which  at 
this  place,  has  every  opportunity  for  a  successful  trial,  the  coal 
being  eight  feet  six  inches  thick,  with  3i  inch  parting,  about  44 
feet  from  the  bottom;  moreover,  the  sulphur  band,  with  its  10 
inches  of  coal  above,  is  here  left  up  and  forms  an  excellent  top, 
indeed  in  many  parts  of  the  mine  they  are  forced  to  set  only  one 
row  of  posts  15  feet  apart  and  this  work  can  be  left  standing  with 
safety  for  three  or  four  years,  with  no  falls  of  top  nor  injury  to 
mine. 

The  ventilation,  by  means  of  a  twenty  foot  fan  which  replaced 
the  sixteen  foot  one  formerly  in  use,  is  excellent,  as  is  also  the 
drainage.  It  has  been  the  intention  of  the  company  to  use  the 
sixteen  foot  fan  at  Mine  No.  2,  but  as  the  present  fan  gives  satis- 
factory results  at  both  mines  such  a  change  is  not  deemed  necessary 
at  present.  In  Mine  No.  2  mules  are  used  for  the  main  hauling. 
In  Mine  No.  1  the  locomotive  has  been  dispensed  with,  and  an 
electric  motor  now  hauls  the  coal  over  the  one-half  mile  tramway 
connecting  the  mine  with  the  tipple;  it  also  enters  the  mine  up  tho 
main  entry  and  several  cross  entries,  and  gives  perfect  satisfaction. 
In  my  former  report  I  made  note  of  the  syphon  and  pump  which 
the  company  expected  to  employ  for  carrying  tho  water  from  the 
seventh  cross  entry.  On  my  last  visit  1  found  nothing  whatsoever 
in  the  entire  workings  to  complain  of,  and  I  was  much  [(leased  to 
see  what  an  advantageous  effect  the  use  of  electricity  had  on  the 
ventilation  of  the  mine.  During  the  late  labor  trouble,  incident 
upon  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  coal,  this  company  being 
one  of  the  railroad  mines  and  wishing  to  run  throughout  the  diffi- 
culty, found  their  electric  plant  of  inestimable  value  in  their  emer- 
gency. No  reasonable  expense  or  trouble  is  spared  by  this  com- 
pany in  keeping  their  workings  in  good  repair.  The  rooms  are 
carefully  posted,  their  entries  wide  and  clean  and  all  water  care- 
fully kept  in  check. 
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I  was  surprised  also  to  note  that  in  several  cases  there  were 
quite  a  number  of  rooms  simply  turned  off  of  new  entries,  with 
centers  and  the  turn  laid,  so  that  in  case  the  output  of  the  mine 
should  of  necessity  be  increased,  the  same  could  be  done  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

Connected  with  this  colliery  is  also  a  very  elaborate  tool  and  re- 
pair shop,  where  are  made  all  the  switches  and  appliances  necessarv 
for  general  mine  work,  and  where  formerly  considerable  of  the 
general  repairing;  in  the  neighborhood  was  done. 

Superintendent:  F  D.  Morgan;  Mine  Boss:  of  No.  1,  W.  H. 
Devinney;  of  No.  2:  Frank  Enfield. 

Houston  Coal  and  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.  Elkhorn.) 

This  company,  operating  a  lease  at  Elkhorn  station,  adjoining 
the  Turkey  Gap  and  Powhatan  Company,  is  another  operation  that 
has  put  in  improved  machinery  for  the  handling  of  coat.  On  my 
last  visit  to  their  colliery  they  had,  their  electric  plant  in  place,  but 
had  never  run  the  same.  The  tipple  is  connected  with  the  drift 
mouth  by  a  tramway  2,000  feet  long,  from  which  point  the  loco- 
motive enters  the  mine  both  up  a  cross  and  main  entry.  The 
smoke  occasioned  thereby  being  carefully  conducted  to  the  main 
return  airway.  During  the  poor  run  of  last  spring  this  company 
went  to  a  great  deal  of  expense  in  preparing  their  entries,  and 
more  particularly  their  main  entry  for  an  electric  plant.  The  lat- 
ter they  layed  with  extra  heavy  iron,  bracing  the  same  with  cross 
ties  extending  the  entire  width  of  the  entry;  also  placing  in  needle 
switches  and  full  ballasting  the  roadway.  This  makes  one  of  the 
finest  tracks  I  have  noticed  in  the  whole  field.  The  ventilation  by 
means  of  a  16  foot  fan  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  only  little  sug- 
gestion I  made  to  the  company  on  my  last  visit,  and  indeed  to  sev- 
eral other  companies  in  the  same  vicinity,  was  in  regard  to  sprink- 
ling some  of  their  old  entries,  on  which  considerable  dust  had  ac- 
cumulated. I  therefore  sent  a  circular  letter  to  six  of  the  com- 
panies where  I  noticed  this  accumulation  of  dust,  lest  by  reason  of 
the  rapid  workings  of  their  fans  the  entering  of  the  locomotive  in 
the  mines  and  the  rapid  hauling,  another  catastrophe,  similar  to 
that  which  occurred  at  Pocahontas  some  time  past  might  happen  in 
our  territory.  I  requested  that  they  haul  such  waters  as  they  had 
in  their  wtt  rooms  over  said  entry  once  a  week,  as  I  deemed  this  a 
sufficient  precaution.  It  seems  that  a  great  portion  of  the  Houston 
Company's  workings  had  the  safe  top  of  the  Pocohontas  field,  but 
I  have  noticed  that  in  some  parts,  most  particularly  in  the  work- 
ings of  the  old  mine,  the  top  is  unusually  treacherous  and  seems 
split  up  by  numerous  mud  seams.  The  drainage  of  the  main  mine 
is  satisfactory,  while  that  in  the  old  mine,  now  worked  by  contract 
from  the  Company,  is  vastly  improved. 

In  passing,  I  may  note  that  the  coal  in  the  old  mine  will  be  en- 
tirely winned  in  the  near  future,  as  they  are  now  working  about 
350  feet  from  the  drift  mouth.     The  system  of  splitting  the  pillar 
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which  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  some  parts  of  the  mine  is  still  car- 
ried on,  with  eompnralivelv  few  mishaps.  The  coal  is  7  feet  10 
indies,  with  a  4  inch  parting  four  feet  from  the  bottom.  The  one 
inch  of  sulphur  hand  with  its  foot  above  is  left  up  at  the  top.  This 
company  have  also  fitted  up  quite  an  elaborate  tool  and  repair  shop. 
Superintendent :  E.  Q.  Houston;  Bank  Bosses:  Lewis  and 
Farrin. 

Upland  Coal  and  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.  Elkhorn.) 

The  above  operation  is  located  near  Elkhorn  station,  and  the 
Crozier  and  Lynchburg  leases.  The  ventilation  is  effected  by 
means  of  a  bJ<>  loot  fan  with  very  satisfactory  results.  On  one  of 
my  first  visits  to  this  quarter  I  found  that  they  had  unfortunately 
broken  the  top  in  some  of  the  old  workings,  and  part  of  their  main 
entry  and  one  of  the  cross  entries  was  flooded.  This  stato  of 
things  existed  but  a  short  while,  as  they  took  immediate  steps  to 
rid  themselves  of  the  annoyance.  Very  little  work  is  now  being 
•  lone  in  the  old  mine  and  the  company  have  opened  up  a  new  drift 
just  across  the  Upland  branch.  The  connection  between  the  tipple 
and  the  old  mine  is  a  600  foot  tramway,  while  that  to  the  new  drift 
probably  exceeds  2,000  feet.  The  fan  above  referred  to  now 
works  exclusively  in  the  old  mine,  a  furnace  being  employed  at  the 
new  drift  for  ventilation.  A  comparatively  small  extent  of  ter- 
ritory is  being  now  opened  up,  and  the  ventilation  is  satisfactory, 
dust  a  short  while  prior  to  this  report  this  company  have  had  also 
put  in  electric  cutting  machines,  manufactured  by  the  Jeffrey 
Company.  At  this  colliery  the  same  favorable  circumstances  for 
electric  mining  exists,  since  there  is  7  feet  10  inches  of  coal,  with 
a  parting  of  boan  3  inches  located  4  A  feet  from  the  bottom,  while 
the  usual  sulphur  streak  with  its  top  coal  above  is  left  up  lor  top. 
This  sulphur  top  in  the  old  mine  renders  the  workings  quite  safe, 
while  I  have  noticed  that  in  the  new  drift,  most  especially  in  the 
crop  rooms,  this  sulphur  will  break  and  leave  a  most  treacherous 
top  exposed.  Several  dip  rooms  on  this  account  had  to  be  prac- 
tically abandoned.  It  may  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the 
mine  is  lighted  by  incandescent  lights.  The  locomotive  enters 
mine  No.  1  for  quite  a  distance,  but  will  not  be  used  in  No.  2  un- 
til a  system  of  ventilation  more  sufficient  is  in  vogue. 

As  concerns  the  out  door  plant  of  this  company,  they  have  of 
late  put  in  successful  operation  a  complete  out  lit  of  conveyers, 
crushers,  etc.,  for  the  handling  of  coal  and  coke. 

Superintendent :  Rolfe  Gerhardt;  Mine  Boss  :  J.  K.  Flanner. 

Powhatan  Com.  and  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.  Powhatan.) 

The  above  company  operate  a  lease  lying  on  the  left  hand  side 
of  Elkhorn  Creek  adjoining  the  Houston  Company  on  the  east  and 
Elk  ridge  on  the  wrest.  The  workings  consist  practically  of  two 
mines.     The  older  of  the  two,  No.  1,  consists  now  mostly  of  pillar 
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work  and  indeed  very  little  coal  is  being  hauled  from  the  same,  as 
on  my  last  visic,  only  about  10  men  were  employed  therein.  Ow- 
ing to  the  small  amount  of  work  done  in  this  section  their  16  foot 
fan  is  seldom  run. 

Mine  No.  2,  or  that  portion  lying  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
Houston  Company,  is  now  furnishing  'the  bulk  of  the  coal  for 
shipment.  The  general  ventilation  of  this  mine  is  quite  good  con- 
sidering the  company  are  now  forced  to  drive  long  and  narrow 
work  to  connect  this  new  drift  with  the  old  mine  In  this  particu- 
lar quarter  of  the  working  the  air  is,  of  course,  tight, -but  in  such 
cases  the  end  fully  justifies  the  means.  There  is  also  a  third  or 
smaller  drift  being  driven  to  connect  with  No.  2,  and  it  is  the  hopes 
of  the  company  that  both  connections  will  be  made  about  the  same 
time.  I  regret  to  be  forced  to  call  attention  to  the  poor  drainage! 
found  in  the  new  works,  and  even  though  this  part  of  the  colliery 
is  mined  on  the  dip  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  little  more  water  was 
allowed  to  accumulate  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  1  fully  ap- 
preciate that  the  strike  in  this  district  caused  considerable  water  to 
back  up  in  the  old  workings,  and,  in  this  connection,  I  may  say 
that  a  number  of  little  trivial  details  detrimental  to  the  condition  of 
the  mine  must  be  passed  over,  since  we  recollect  how  long  the 
workings  of  the  mine  were  idle.  As  noted  before,  this  mine  is  of- 
ten spoken  of  as  usually  one  of  the  best  conditioned  in  the  Poca- 
hontas field,  the  coal  being  8  feet  thick,  with  a  3  inch  parting  4 
feet  from  the  bottom,  with  the  usual  i  inch  sulphur  band,  which, 
except  in  the  cases  of  a  few  crop  entries  and  rooms,  is  left  up  and 
affords  excellent  top.  A  tramway  of  about  1,500  feet  in  length 
connects  the  incline  with  the  new  mine.  The  company  have  late- 
ly put  in  a  most  elaborate  plant  including  a  revolving  screen,  en- 
abling them  to  ship  all  grades  of  coal  and  coke  This  plant  was 
erected  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Messrs.  J.  J.  and  L.  E. 
Tierney;  one  superintendent  of  this  company,  the  other  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Crozier  Land  Co. 

Superintendent,  L.  E.  Tierney;  Bank  Boss,  Jas.  Hetterman. 

Lynchburg  Coal  and  Coke  Company— (P.  O.,  Kyle.) 

The  lease  of  this  company  is  located  on  the  right  hand  side  of 
Elkhorn  Creek,  adjoining  that  of  the  Upland  and  Pulaski  compa- 
nies. It  is  in  the  workings  of  this  company  that  we  first  find  the 
sulphur  top  of  the  Pocahontas  field  too  brittle  to  be  left  as  a  safe 
top,  since  part  of  this  mine  discloses  the  first  class  top  of  Powha- 
tan and  Upland  companies,  while  that  on  the  right  of  the  main  en- 
try, or  in  other  words,  towards  the  Pulaski  lease,  is  very  treacher- 
ous and  annoying.  This  band  or  section  of  bad  top  is  very  clearly 
marked,  extending  along  the  southside  of  the  iNorth  Fork  and  in- 
tersecting the  Elkhorn  mines  at  about  the  middle  of  the  Lynchburg 
workings.  From  this  point  up  Elkhorn  we  have  first  class  safe 
top,  as  the  scarcity  of  casualties  will  indicate,  while  below  we  have 
no  colliery  in  which  the  top  is  not  troacherous  and  expensive, 
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The  Lynchburg  colliery  is  ventilated  by  a  sixteen  feet  fan  with  good 
results,  although  on  my  last  two  visits,  I  was  forced  to  call  their 
attention  to  a  need  of  a  door  on  the  last  cross  entry  where  they  had 
been  driving  long  rooms  for  crop.  On  account  of  being  idle,  con- 
siderable water  had  accumulated  in  the  main  entry,  and  on  my  last 
visit,  1  found  that  they  were  shooting  top  and  grading  this  entry 
preparatory  to  working  the  same  and  allowing  the  locomotive  to 
pass  over  it.  A  tramway  of  about  nine  hundred  feet  connects  the 
drift  mouth  with  the  incline.  This  company  has  also  erected  a  very 
complete  plant  for  the  handling  and  shipment  of  coal,  consisting  of 
the  latest  arrangement  of  crusher,  conveyers,  etc. 

The  coal  maintains  an  average  thickness  of  six  feet  ten  inches, 
having  a  2+  inch  parting,  &%  feet  from  the  bottom,  with  a  streak  of 
sulphur  about  ten  inches  from  the  top,  which  formerly  had  to  be 
taken  down  but  now  as  they  approach  the  Upland  lease  this  sulphur 
band  affords  them  a  safe  and  satisfactory  top. 

Superintendent,  L.  E.  Tierney  ;  Bank  Boss,  William  Hetterman. 

Elk  Ridge  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  0.  Kyle  ) 

This  Company  operates  the  lease  lying  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
foiks  of  Elkhorn,  immediately  below  Powhatan,  and  has  the  rep- 
utation of  being  one  of  the  best  laid  out  mines  in  the  Pocahontas 
held.  On  my  former  visits  they  were  using  a  furnace,  on  myr 
last  two,  a  sixteen  foot  fan  had  been  erected  and  the  ventilation 
was  very  good  indeed.  The  coal  shows  six  foot  ten  inches,  with 
but  an  inch  ami  a  half  of  boan,  four  feet  from  the  bottom,  and  a 
small  streak  of  sulphur  eight  inches  from  the  top.  This  light  band 
)ften  disappears  entirely.  The  top  almost  throughout  the  entire 
ivorkings  is  quite  good,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  rooms  off  the 
irst  cross  left  entry  and  at  a  point  on  the  main  entry  where  they 
jassed  under  light  cover. 

The  general  condition  of  the  mine  is  excellent,  and  even  a  casual 
)bserver  will  note  that  all  possible  means  are  resorted  to  to  keep 
he  mine  in  first  class  shape.  All  entries  are  driven  true  to  center, 
(he  robbing  carefully  watched  and  the  falls  clean.  A  tramway  of 
wo  hundred  feet  connects  the  tipple  with  the  drift  mouth.  I  am 
idvised  by  the  management  that  a  locomotive  will  be  used  for  the 
landling  of  the  coal  as  soon  as  the  extent  of  territory  opened  up 
vill  justify  it. 

It  seems  that  but  two  serious  accidents  have  occurred  in  the  past 
ear  in  this  colliery,  and  these  have  been  in  the  robbing  where  the 
rorst  top  existed. 

Superintendent,  H.  P.  Wright;  Mine  Boss,  C.  A.  Devinney. 

A  loom  a  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.  Algoma.) 

This  Company  operates  a  lease  lying  on  the  north  fork  of  Elk- 
orn,  immediately  back  of  the  Keystone  property,  and  consists 
practically  of  two  mines.     Mine  No.   1   of  the  old  bank  has  very 
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little  narrow  work  progressing  now.  The  bulk  of  the  coal  coming 
from  pillars.  The  rooms  off  of  the  main  air  course  are  practically 
worked  out. 

The  ventilation  effected  by  a  fan  is  quite  satisfactory,  but  owing 
to  some  of  the  work  being  on  the  dip  the  drainage  is  not  such  as  I 
would  prefer  to  see.  It  is  in  this  section  of  the  mine  that  the 
worst  casualty  occuring  in  the  Pocahontas  field,  happened,  namely] 
the  falling  of  several  tons  of  loose  slate  on  four  slate  men,  who 
were  attempting  to  clean  up  an  old  fall  and  taking  down  such  top 
slate  as  they  deemed  dangerous.  Practically  without  warning  the 
heavy  mass  fell  killing  two  and  seriously  maiming  a  third  one. 
By  good  fortune  one  man  escaped  without  injury.  In  this  con- 
nection I  may  note  that  the  company  incurs  a  daily  expense  ofl 
$25.00  in  handling,  taking  down  and  gobbing  the  slate. 

The  coal  is  six  feet,  four  inches  in  thickness,  with  two  inches  of' 
boan,  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  bottom,  and  the  top  with  the 
probable  exception  of  Keystone  and  Eureka  is  worst  in  the  Held. 
There  is  no  incline,  but  a  tramway  1,500  feet  connects  this  mine 
with  the  tipple. 

Mine  No.  2  or  the  new  drift  opens  in  close  proximity  to  the  tip4 
pie  and  consists  entirely  of  an  air  course,  an  entry  and  th^  rooms) 
turned  off  of  same.  The  coal  is  about  the  same  height  and  forma- 
tion as /hat  in  the  old  drift,  while  the  two  tops  are  identical.  At 
the  lower  end  of  this  lease  the  company  have  constructed  a  coaling 
station  for  the  Norfolk  &  Western  engines. 

The  unfortunate  condition  of  the  top  at  this  mine  and  of  those 
on  the  lower  end  of  Elkhorn  is  a  constant  drawback  to  the  proper 
ventilation  and  drainage  of  the  mines,  and  it  is  only  by  great  carl 
and  expense  that  the  companies  can  so  keep  up  their  mine  as  t| 
compare  favorably  in  the  above  respects  to  the  collieries  of  the 
upper  Elkhorn  field. 

This  company  has  also  a  coal  crusher  and  improved  conveyer- 
for  handling  sluck,  and  it  lately  erected  quite  a  handsome  stoH 
building. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  Thomas;    Bank  Boss,  W.  J.   Pritchard 

Gilliam  Coal  &  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.,  Gilliam.) 

Immediately  adjoining  the  Algoma  lease  we  have  the  working!) 
of  the  Gilliam  company.  On  perusing  my  former  report,  I  not< 
where  I  have  called  their  attention  to  several  defects  in  the  wort 
ings  of  their  mine;  since  the  printing  of  the  same,  L  have  had  oc 
casion  to  visit  this  company  several  times  and  I  am  happy  to  stati 
that  the  general  condition  of  the  mine  is  vastly  improved.  Tin 
treacherous  slate  on  the  entries  and  the  gob  piled  in  the  air  way 
have  been  removed.  A  new  fan  has  been  lately  erected,  the  road 
ways  cleaned,  and  no  efforts  have  been  spared  to  outlive  the  ba< 
opinions  of  employees  regarding  the  safety  of  the  mine.  Hereto 
fore  I  have  had  repeated  notices  of  the  occurrence  of  accidents,  bu 
of  late  I  have  not  been  called  to  this  place  oh  any  account  what  ft 
soever. 
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The  company  deferred  making  these  improvements  for  a  long 
while  but  when  they  decided  to  do  so  went  at  it  with  a  will  and  I 
can  now  safely  say  that  this  operation  will  compare  very  favorably 
with  its  neighbors.      1  am  more  than  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 

tns  above,  since  this  mine  was  known  both  to  mo  and  to  others  to 
be  unsafe  and  in  very  poor  condition.  A  2200  foot  tramway  with 
no  incline  connects  the  mine  with  the  tipple.  The  coal  is  5  feet, 
inches,  with  three  inches  of  boan,  three  feet  ten  inches  from  the 
>ottom,  having  also  a  light  sulphur  streak  one  foot  from  the  top. 
n  one  of  their  Longer  entries  extending  towards  Rolfe,  they  have 
encountered  the  tough,  blue  slate  roof  of  the  latter  place  and  I 
bust  that  they  have  at  last  freed  themselves  from  their  old  enemy 
— the  top  of  Keystone,  Empire  and  Algoma  Company. 
Superintendent,  James  Johnstone;  Mine  Boss,  John  Main. 

Eolfe  Coal  and  Coke  Co.— (P.  O.  Worth.) 

This  Company  is  operating  about  one-half  mile  above  the  last 
lamed  colliery;  being  connected  with  the  railroad  by  an  unusuallv 
xrng  incline.  On  my  visits  to  this  colliery  I  have  not  found  the 
ventilation  such  as  I  would  prefer;  since  for  different  slight  causes; 
uch  as  failing  to  clean  out  the  furnace,  banking  the  tire,  etc.,  they 
aave  not  kept  the  ventilation  up  to  the  required  standard.  I  have 
ailed  the  attention  of  the  management  to  the  above  named  sug- 
gestion, and  it  will  simply  require  the  careful  attention  of  the 
nine  boss  to  rectify  these  little  annoyances.  Their  furnace  is  a 
arge  and  good  one  and  although  they  work  their  rooms  unusually 
ong,  practically  using  their  break  tbroughs  as  haul  ways,  I  am  sat- 
stied  that  with  proper  attention  their  furnace  would  give  them 
imple  ventilation. 

On  my  last  visit  to  the  colliery  it  was  idle  and  I  did  inspect  it. 
The  drainage  in  the  main  body  of  the  mine  is  perfectly  satisfactory, 
ilthough  there  is  a  little  work  on  the  dip  and  crop  side  of  the  lease 
vhere  the  water  will  accumulate.  The  coal  is  5  feet  thick,  with 
Swo  inches  of  boan  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  bottom.  Above 
his  coal  are  5  inches  of  draw  slate,  which,  usually  coming  down, 
eaves  a  good,  black  slate  top. 

Superintendent,  Geo.  H.  Paddock;  Mine  Boss,  Jack  Vipper- 
|nan. 

Arlington  Coal  and  Coke  Co.— (P.  O.  McDowell.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  the  North  Fork,  a  short  distance  above 
ioanoke.  It  seems  that  this  colliery  is  under  the  same  direct  man- 
igenient  as  the  Gilliam,  heretofore  mentioned.  And  on  looking 
ver  my  former  records  I  notice  that  1  enter  the  same  complaints 
Lgainst  this  Company  as  regards  proper  ventilation  as  I  did  in  the 
;ase  of  Gilliam.  These  were  also  slow  in  making  the  needed  im- 
provements, but  I  am  happy  now  to  make  a  favorable  report. 
They  have  lately  erected  a  first  class  fan,  which  gives  most  satis- 
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factory  results,  have  cleaned  out  the  entries  and  vastly  improved 
the  drainage.  The  coal  is  five  feet,  five  inches  in  thickness,  with 
two  inches  of  boan,  three  feet  from  the  bottom.  Also  with  a 
streak  of  sulphur,  quite  thin,  about  18  inches  from  the  top.  The 
main  top  consists  of  a  strong,  blue  slate,  under  which  is  about  five 
or  six  inches  of  draw  slate,  with  a  stratum  of  fire  clay  about  half 
inch  next  the  coal. 

An  incline,  but  no  tramway,  connects  the  drift  mouth  with  the 
tipple.     I  may  note  that  a  new  store  is  under  erection. 

Superintendent,  James  Johnstone;  Mine  Boss,  Kobt.  Belshaw. 

Roanoke  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Jones.) 

This  lease  located  on  the  North  Fork,  adjoins  the  Rolfe  and  Ar- 
lington companies.  This  company  mines  and  operates  under  the 
moot  favorable  circumstances.  Their  top  is  one  of  the  best  and 
safest  in  the  field  ;  thuir  coal  quite  hard  and  lumping  well  and  the 
mine  comparatively  free  from  serious  rolls. 

The  ventilation,  although  effected  by  means  of  the  furnace,  has 
at  all  times  been  quite  satisfactory,  but  I  would  call  the  manage- 
ment's attention  that  the  currents  of  air,  although  passing  entirely 
through  the  mine  are  rather  weak  on  the  return,  owing  to  the  ex- 
tent of  territory  through  which  they  travel.  And  if  the  develop- 
ment of  the  lease  progresses  as  rapidly  in  the  future  as  in  the  past, 
I  will  be  forced  to  request  them  to  erect  a  fan  at  the  present  site. 
The  coal  is  five  feet  three  inches  in  thickness,  with  two  inches  bone, 
three  and  a- half  feet  from  the  bottom,  with  no  trace  of  the  sulphur  j 
band.  Above  this  there  are  six  inches  of  draw  slate,  which  coming 
down  with  the  coal,  leaves  a  safe  and  good  blue  slate  top.  An  in- 
cline, but  no  tramway  connects  the  mine  with  the  tipple.  The  man- 
ager informs  me  that  in  the  near  future  they  will  open  up  a  new 
drift,  put  in  another  incline  and  rob  the  rooms  now  worked  from 
the  new  drift. 

Superintendent,  W.  S.  Co  well ;  Bank  Boss,  B.  F.  Tipton. 

Indian  Ridge  Coal  Company— (P.  O,,  Worth.) 

This  new  operation  is  located  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
railroad  on  the  North  Fork,  being  connected  thore  with  by  a  three- 
quarter  of  a  mile  spur  track.  This  company  have  made  a  number 
of  improvements  in  the  workings  of  their  mine.  In  the  rooms  on 
the  old  first  right  entry,  they  have  begun  taking  the  pillars,  since 
the  rooms  and  entry  are  worked  out  to  that  east  line.  Just  to  the 
left  of  the  present  main  entry  and  about  six  hundred  feet  around 
the  crop  from  the  present  drift,  they  are  making  a  new  opening 
and  will  speedily  place  in  a  fan. 

The  general  condition  of  the  mine  is  satisfactory,  both  as  regards 
drainage  and  ventilation,  with  a  single  exception  of  an  accumula-i 
tion  of  water  on  the  main  entry,  which  the  new  opening  above  re 
ferred  to  will  carry  off.     The  coal  is  five  feet  two  inches,  with  an 
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inch  and  a-half  of  boan,  three  feet  from  the  bottom.     There  is  no 
sulphur  streak.     The  top  consists  of  eight  inches  of  draw  slate, 
which,  usually  coming  down,  discloses  a  safe,  black  slate. 
Superintendent,  C.  Botsford  ;  Bank  Boss,  J.  C.  Cole. 

McDowell  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  McDowell.) 

This  company  operates  the  lease  at  the  forks  of  North  Fork,  ad- 
joining Greenbrier  and  Ashland.  '1  here  is  no  tramway,  but  a  short 
incline  connects  the  tipple  with  the  drift  mouth,  and  the  momentum 
of  the  loaded  cars  descending  the  plane  pulls  the  trip  from  the 
parting  in  the  mine  by  rope,  to  which  parting  the  gathering  is  done 
with  mules.  This  is  one  of  the  few  instances  of  rope  haulage  in 
this  field,  as  it  seems  by  reason  of  the  high  coal  and  the  regular 
and  steady  grades  in  the  mines,  the  companies  mostly  favor  loco- 
motives and  electric  motors.  The  ventilation  is  effected  by  means  of 
a  sixteen  foot  fan  which  does  good  work,  but"!  was  forced  to  call  the 
company's  attention  to  the  unusually  long  rooms  that  they  are  now 
driving.  To  ventilate  these  rooms  they  simply  cut  break-throughs 
at  from  about  125  to  150  feet,  and  depend  entirely  upon  the  pics 
sure  of  the  air  to  freely  circulate  the  currents.  This  it  will  ofteu 
do  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  but  we  usually  iind  the 
smoke  hanging.  Coal  is  five  feet  live  inches,  with  a  two  inch  part- 
ing two  feet  from  the  bottom. 

This  company  mines  and  ships  the  entire  seam,  which  is  accepted 
by  the  Pocahontas  Coal  Company.  The  top  is  fairly  good  and  the 
company  has  had  but  little  trouble  from  accidents.  The  drainage 
is  satisfactory,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  long  rooms  above  re- 
ferred to,  1  have  but  little  cause  to  complain. 

Superintendent,  T.   T.   Lineweaver ;  Mine  Boss,  James  Coo'per. 

Asm. and  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  McDowell.) 

This  lease  is  the  last  on  the  Forth  Fork  and  a  comparatively  new 
mine.  On  my  last  report  the  company  had  scarcely  begun  ship- 
ping coal,  and  I  could  tell  but  little  of  their  operation  or  the  care 
with  which  they  handle  the  mine.  On  my  last  visit,  1  found  that 
they  had  quite  a  little  territory  developed. 

A  furnace  is  used  for  ventilation  but  unfortunately  for  thorn 
they  had  two  intakes  for  the  air,  and  1  noticed  that  the  currents 
battled.  Since;  the  furnace  was  small  and  not  capable  of  overcoming 
the  variations  caused  by  atmospheric  pressure,  I  pointed  this  defect 
out  to  the  bank  boss  and  since  my  last  visit  they  have  gotten  a  ian 
and  J  presume  the  same  is  now  under  erection.  The  coal  is  five 
feet,  ten  inches,  with  2\  inches  of  boan,  one  foot  from  the  top. 
Above  the  coal  we  have  five  inches  of  draw  slate,  then  a  hard,  safe 
top.  incline,  but  no  tramway  connects  the  drift  mouth  with  the 
tipple. 

Superintendent,  T.  B.  Dennen;  Bank  Boss,  W.  P.  Fame. 
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Greenbrier  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  McDowell.) 

This  lease  is  located  at  the  head  of  the  north  fork  and  adjoins 
the  angle  lease  of  the  Norfolk  Coal  and  Coke  Company  and  it  will 
also  he  remembered  in  a  former  portion  of  this  report,  I  mentioned 
the  main  entry  of  the  Turkey  Gap  Company,  having  been  driven 
through  the  mountain  to  the  Greenbrier  side.  The  management  are 
making  every  effort  to  render  this  a  model  mine  in  every  respect. 
The  tipple  and  ovens  being  of  the  latest  pattern,  the  ventilation 
being  effected  by  a  reversible  Thayer  fan,  which  seems  to  give 
great  satisfaction. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  the  two  mines  as  not  being  con 
nected  and  the  ventilation  was  only  fair.  On  my  last  trip  I  found 
that  the  connection  had  been  made  between  the  two  drifts,  enabling 
the  fan  to  ventilate  both  portions  of  the  mine.  That  portion  of 
the  lease  lying  near  the  Turkey  Gap  Company  seems  to  be  the  first 
that  the  company  intends  developing  where  the  coal  shows  6  feet 
2  inches,  with  from  1  to  2  inches  of  boan,  18  inches  from  the  top. 
Above  this  we  often  tind  from  3  to  5  inches  of  draw  slate,  while 
the  top  is  usually  a  tough,  blue  slate.  In  the  first  left  hand  cross 
entry,  they  have  just  begun  robbing  and  I  presume  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  company  to  draw  all  the  pillars  in  this  part  of  the  mine  that 
will  not  endanger  the  working  by  surface  cracks. 

The  main  entry  of  the  mine  is  not  now  being  used,  as  they  are 
shooting  the  top,  leveling  off  the  entry  and  laying  well  ballasted 
tract  with  32  pound  iron. 

At  McDowell  Station  the  Company  has  also  erected  one  of  the 
handsomest  stores  in  this  territory. 

Superintendent,  Hugh  Johnson;  Mine  Boss,  W.  F.  Anderson. 

Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Co.—  (P.  O.  Keystone.) 

This  Company  is  in  operation  at  Keystone,  one  mile  above  Ech- 
man,  adjoining  the  Empire  and  Algoma  leases,  and  on  the  left 
hand  side  of  Elkhorn  creek.  A  locomotive  is  used  for  the  outside 
haulage  of  1700  feet,  and  is  now  running  a  short  distance  into  the 
mine 

This  is  one  of  tho  only  companies  in  the  Pocahontas  field  using 
a  furnace,  and  now  more  especially  since  the  locomotive  is  run  into 
the  mine,  I  trust  that  the  Company  will  see  it  to  their  advantage  to 
purchase  a  fan.  However,  at  my  several  visits,  although  I  cannot 
make  very  flattering  reports  of  the  ventilation,  it  is  not  such  that 
I  could  censure  the  Company, 

All  of  the  rooms  on  the  first  right  hand  cross  entry  are  worked 
out,  and  the  room  pillars  and  chain  pillars  of  the  entry  are  now 
being  taken.  Unfortunately  for  the  Company,  the  topis  unusually 
treacherous,  contiaually  falling  and  not  only  interfering  with  the 
general  condition  of  the  mine  and  entailing  expense  upon  the  Com- 
pany, but  in  one  or  two  cases  has  occasioned  serious  accidents.  I 
have  been   all   over  the  workings,  requested  certain  places  to  be 
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taken  down  and  from  what  I  see,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
mine  foreman  uses  due  diligence  in  looking  after  the  safety  of  his 
men.  This  is  no  doubt  the  worst  t<>p  in  the  Elkhorn  field,  but  the 
casualties  have  thus  far  fallen  considerably  below  that  at*  its  better, 
favored  neighbors.  Strange  to  say  the  main  entry  on  the  Guyan- 
dotte  side  of  the  lease  shows  an  elevation  of  L50  feet  above  the 
drift  mouth  on  the  Elkhorn  side,  but  as  yet  they  have  been  con- 
tinually mining  on  the  dip  and  the  water  has  steadily  followed  it, 
forcing-  them  to  keep  a  pump  going  daily.  This  water  does  not 
interfere  with  the  men,  except  in  the  entry.  As  soon  as  tho  main 
entry  begins  to  raise  a  pump  will  be  put  in  and  the  water  either 
syphoned  or  pumped  oil. 

The  coal  attains  a  thickness  of  six  feet,  with  an  inch  and  a  half 
of  boau,  about  three  feet  from  the  bottom.  Tho  top  consists  of 
the  usual  one-half  inch  of  sulphur,  which  in  these  lower  Klkhorn 
mines  is  very  brittle.  Above  which  is  14  inches  of  gray  draw  slate 
and  which  almost  invariably  falls  after  the  coal  is  mined  and  shot 
from  under  it.  On  examination,  it  seems  that  upon  exposure  to 
the  air,  this  draw  slate  disintegrates  with  usual  rapidity,  and  fall- 
ing, gives  the  Company  much  annoyance  and  expense. 

"Superintendent,  J.  K.  F.  Steele;  Mine  Boss,  John  Murray. 

Pulaski  Iron  Co. — P.  O.,  (Echman.) 

This  Company  operates  the  lease  at  Echman  Station,  adjoining 
the  Lynchburg  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  Since  my  last  report  this  mine 
has  undergone  numerous  changes.  The  Company  having  been  at 
great  expense  to  install  a  complete  electric  plant,  including  motors 
for  haulage,  cutters,  drillers  and  incandescent  lights  for  the  illumi- 
nation of  the  entire  entries  upon  which  the  motor  runs.  The  new 
fan  of  which  1  spoke  in  my  last  report  has  been  satisfactorily 
placed.  The  ventilation  of  the  mine  in  general  being  good,  as  is 
also  the  drainage.  In  the  main  and  several  cross  entries  the  draw 
slate  has  been  taken  down,  the  entries  cleaned,  the  track  laid  with 
heavy  iron  and  ballasted,  and  we  may  say  the  entire  mine  lately 
refitted  and  furnished  with  the  most  improved  machinery.  Owing 
to  the  treacherous  top,  the  Company  is  still  forced  to  cross-timber 
the  rooms  and  until  they  rob  on  an  extensive  scale,  one  cannot  tell 
what  effect  these  collars  will  have  on  the  roof.  The  coal  is  7  feet, 
with  a  three  inch  boan,  three  and  one-half  feet  from  tho  bottom, 
while  the  top  consists  of  an  inch  of  sulphur  band,  together  with 
the  18  inches  of  treacherous  draw  slate,  which  the  Company  en- 
deavor to  hold  up. 

When  first  undermined  and  shot,  the  top  throughout  the  mine 
holds  well  till  the  air  strikes  it.  thereby  causing  few  fatal  accidents. 
The  electric  haulage  and  mining  work  even  more  successfullv  al 
this  plant  than  at  any  other  which  I  have  examined.  One  thing  1 
may  be  permitted  to  say  is,  that  when  the  machine  makes  its  cut 
across  the  face  of  the  room,  there  is  invariably  about  three  inches 
of  coal   left  on   the  bottom,    which  seems  to  be  a  bone  of    con- 
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tenti  m  between  the  loaders  and  the  mine  foreman,  since  the  former 
will  often  neglect  to  take  this  bottom  up  when  loading  this  coal. 
This  negligence  interferes  with  the  future  working  of  the  machine 
at  the  same  point,  since  it  raises  it  still  higher  above  the  true  floor. 

A  short  incline  and  no  tramway  of  .note  connect  the  mine  a  ;d 
tipple.  The  greater  part  of  the  output  of  the  mines  is  here  coked 
and  shipped  to  Pulaski,  Va. 

Superintendent,  8.  F.  Morris;  Mine  Boss,  D.  Alsop. 

Eureka  Coal  and  Coke  Company. —  F.  O.  Echman.) 

This  mine  is  located  on  a  spur  track  of  about  half  a  mile  length, 
connecting  with  the  main  line  at  Echman. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  Company  has  placed  in  a  fan  which 
works  more  satisfactorily,  but  I  am  a  little  sorry  to  find  that  they, 
too,  insist  upon  working  long  rooms  with  break  throughs  for  haul- 
ways.  This  method  is  practically  single  entry,  since  no  fan  nor 
furnace  will  propel  the  air  currents  to  the  face  of  a  four  or  five 
hundred  foot  room. 

On  the  tirst  left  cross  entry  there  are  quite  a  number  of  rooms 
which  were  stopped  lief  ore  they  were  entirely  worked  out  on  ac- 
count of  water  and  bad  top.  Some  of  these  have  never  been  started 
up  again.  The  main  straight  entry  still  remains  idle,  and  what  we 
would  understand  by  the  tirst  left  serves  as  the  main  haulage. 

The  thickness  of  the  coal  is  7  feet,  4  inches,  with  5  inches  of 
bone,  4|  feet  from  the  bottom.  At  this  colliery  also  appears  the 
usual  sulphur  band  with  its  one  foot  of  treacherous  draw  slate 
above  it,  interspersed  with  numerous  kettle-bottoms,  which  require 
constant  watching  together  with  much  timber  and  expense  to  avoid 
accidents. 

A  haulway  of  about  1500  feet  connects  the  drift  mouth  with  the 
tipple.  This  company  has  also  begun  the  erection  of  a  new  store 
building  between  the  present  store  and  the  main  line  of  the  railroad.. 

Superintendent,  L.  E.  Tierney;  Bank  Boss,  W.  H.  Devinney. 

Shawnee  Coal  &  Coke  Co.— (P.  O.,  Echman.) 

This  lease  lies  on  the  right  hand  side  of  Elkhorn  Creek  a  short 
distance  below  Echman  Station,  adjoining  the  Eureka  lease.  Since 
the  printing  of  the  last  report,  this  company  has  replaced  its  old 
furnace  by  a  fan,  with  a  vast  improvement  to  the  ventilation.  The 
general  conditions  of  the  mine  are  satisfactory.  The  locomotive 
enters  the  mine  on  the  main  entry  which  is  now  partly  the  return 
for  the  air,  and  also  passes  a  short  distance  up  the  cross  entry.  As 
before  noted  in  connection  with  these  workings,  their  drainage  is 
very  good. 

Unfortunately  their  top  is  such  as  requires  taking  down  and  gob- 
bing, which  interferes  materially  with  the  good  appearance  of  the 
mine.  The  coal  is  six  feet,  two  inches  thick,  with  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  of  boan,  three  and  a  half  feet  from  the  bottom.     The  top 
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ponsists  of  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter  sulphur  band, 
"aen  18  inches  of  gray  draw  slate,  also  one  inch  of  coal  and  above 
Lll  of  which  is  the  tough,  black  slate.  The  sulphur  band  at  this 
nine  seems  somewhat  thicker  and  stronger  than  at  the  other  mines 
n  the  lower  Elkhorn,  and  will  often  stand  for  a  hundred  or  more 
feet  immediately  after  the  entiy  is  driven.  However,  that  cannot 
[>e  depended  upon,  as  it  disintegrates  and  invariably  falls. 
Superintendent,  W.  R.  Graham:   Mine  Boss,  Frank  Harold. 

Empire  Coal  and  Coke  Com  pan ;y — (P.  O.,  Landgraff.) 

This  company  is  operating  about  two  miles  above  Vivian  on  the 
lower  side  of  Elkhorn.  On  all  of  my  visits  from  the  very  first, 
yith  the  exception  of  the  last,  I  have  noted  many  improvements 
or  the  bettering  of  the  mine  and  the  general  safety  of  the  em- 
)loyees. 

The  old  first  and  second  right  entries,  which  abounded  in  tight 
iir  when  driving  out  for  the  fan  and  in  which  the  top  was  always 
>ad,  are  now  worked  out,  and  although  in  the.  remainder  of  the 
nine  the  top  is  still  treacherous,  I  receive  few  notices  of  accidents. 

On  one  of  my  visits  to  this  colliery,  I  took  pains  to  point  out  to 
he  mine  foreman,  such  places  throughout  the  entiro  mine  as  I 
leemed  dangerous. 

For  some  time  the  company  endeavored  to  hold  up  the  top  by 
nining  on  the  sulphur  band,  but  such  system  was  not  a  success. 

The  company  have  placed  in  a  first  class  fan,  which  ventilates 
he  mine  most  satisfactorily.  The  drainage  is  also  good.  On  the 
aain  entry  for  the  greater  part  of  its  length  the  top  has  been  shot 
o  the  solid  slate,  heavy  iron  laid  and  the  track  well  ballasted. 

The  coal  is  six  feet,  one  and  one  half  inches,  with  boan 
hree  inches,  nine  inches  from  the  bottom.  The  top  usually  con- 
ists  of  a  one  inch  sulphur  band,  one  foot  of  grey  draw  slate,  one 
tnd  one-half  inches  of  coal,  three  inches  of  draw  slate,  one  half 
nch  of  coal  and  then  one  foot  of  draw  slate,  making  in  all  two  and 
me-half  feet  of  dangerous  top,  which  necessitates  considerable 
rouble  and  expenses,  as  it  will  surely  disintegrate  and  fall,  due  to 
he  presence  of  the  streaks  of  coal. 

A  tramway  of  some  length  but  no  incline  connects  the  drift 
nouth  with  the  tipple. 

Superintendent,  W.  D.  Ord;  Mine  Boss,  J.  M.  Shanks. 

Peerless  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  ().,  Clausen.) 

This  operation  is  situated  a  short  distance  above  Vivian  and  on 
ho  right  hand  side  of  the  creek.  On  several  of  my  first  visits  to 
he  colliery,  1  was  forced  to  call  their  attention  to  several  little 
hings,  most  noticeably,  the  lack  of  sufficient  ventilation.  On  my 
ast  two  visits,  I  was  pleased  to  find  things  much  changed  for  the 
tetter.  A  new  fan  had  been  put  in,  making  the  ventilation  perfect- 
y  satisfactory  as  also  the  drainage.     Owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
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bank  boss  through  sickness,  there  were  two  leaky  brattices,    but 
they  were  mostly  due  to  carelessness. 

The  coal  is  five  feet  nine  and  a-half  inches,  with  two  inches  of 
b  >an  three  feet  from  the  bottom. 

The  top  consists  of  a  light  sulphur  band  above  which  come  ten 
inches  of  draw  slate  and  two  and  a-half  inches  of  coal.  When  the 
above  topis  taken  down,  as  is  the  case  in  the  greater  portion  of  the 
main  entry,  we  find  a  tough,  black  slateand  in  some  instances  a  sand 
stone  top.  It  may  be  again  noted  that  this  is  one  of  the  dryest 
mines  in  the  Elkhorn  field.  A  tramway  of  about  1,200  feet  con-  ' 
nects  the  drift  mouth  with  the  tipple.  The  locomotive  now  runs 
into  the  mine  quite  a  distance,  but  with  no  inconvenience  to  the 
men. 

Superintendent,  H.  C.  Zacharias  ;  Bank  Boss,  James  W.  Williams. 

Bottom  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  0.,  Vivian.) 

This  lease  is  located  at  Vivian  Station,  adjoining  the  tidewater, 
with  characteristics  of  the  top  and  coal  very  similar. 

As  noted  in  my  former  report,  I  visited  this  company  during  the 
strike  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad,  when  they  were  running 
daily  and  the  little  irregularities  were  doubtless  more  due  to  the 
rush  of  work  than  to  the  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  manage- 
ment. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  on  my  last  trip  not  long  since,  I  was 
again  forced  to  call  their  attention  to  leaky  brattices  and  warped 
doors.  We  notice  the  current  produced  by  the  fifteen  foot  fan  to 
be  amply  sufficient  to  ventilate  workings  of  even  double  extent  as 
these  in  question,  but  several  of  the  headings  were  not  only  very 
smoky  at  the  time  we  entered  the  mine,  but  1  am  led  to  believe 
from  the  existing  circumstances  that  this  tightness  of  the  air  is  a 
common  occurrence.  I  was  through  the  mine  with  the  manager 
of  the  colliery  and  I  think  he  fully  well  comprehended  that  there 
had  been  some  little  carelessness  somewhere.  Owing  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  land  company  require  them  to  develop  a  lease  it 
is  somewhat  more  difficult  to  keep  a  first  class  mine,  since  instead 
of  driving  an  entry  and  its  parallel  air  course  direct  from  the  main 
entry  or  the  main  air  course,  they  resort  to  a  method  of  working, 
as  they  call  it,  the  entry  and  half  entry;  that  is,  they  turn  the  cross 
entry  off  the  main  entry  and  the  air  course  off  the  cross  entry 
itself.  This  necessitates  two  doors  instead  of  one  and  unless  great 
care  is  used,  the  trapper  will  leave  both  doors  open  for  the  driver. 
I  merely  mention  this,  partly  as  an  explanation  of  the  rather  un- 
satisfactory ventilation  of  the  mine  and  not  meaning  to  dictate  how 
any  lease  should  be  developed. 

The  thickness  of  the  coal  is  five  feet,  8  inches,  with  three  inches 
of  boan  three  feet,  7  inches  from  the  bottom.  The  top  consists  of 
one  inch  of  sulphur  band,  one  foot  of  grey  draw  slate,  with  an  inch 
and  a  half  of  coal,  which  on  exposure  to  the  air  invariably  disinte- 
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grates  and  falls.  This  accumulation  of  slate  interferes  very  mater- 
ially with  the  ease  and  advantages  of  drainage  and  ventilation. 

There  have  been  six  serious  accidents  during  the  last  year,  three 
of  them  fatal.  The  mine  is  connected  with  iho  tipple  by  a  1,100 
foot  haulway,  but  no  incline. 

Superintendent,  Wm.  Spencer,  Mine  Boss,  Alfred  Nixon. 

Tjik  Tidewater  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.  Tidewater.) 

Adjoining  the  Bottom  Creek  Company's  lease,  this  colliery  is 
the  last  in  the  Elkhorn  field,  !  77  miles  from  Kenova,  on  the  left 
hand  side  of  Elkhorn  Creek,  near  the  point  at  which  the  Pocahon- 
tas or  No.  3  seam  passes  below  water  level,  and  in  this  case  aslope 
of  about  250  feet  in  length  is  required  to  raise  the  coal  to  an  el- 
evation sufficiently  great  to  screen  and  dump  into  the  cars. 

The  ventilation  in  this  mine  is  obtained  by  a  first  class  15  foot 
fan  and  the  drainage,  considering  the  low  water  level,  is  quite  good. 

On  one  of  my  visits,  the  air  was  a  little  tight  in  one  of  the  upper 
cross  entries,  due  partly  to  a  fall  of  slate,  partly  to  a  needed  break 
through;  but  on  my  last  visit  I  was  pleased  to  tind  the  break 
thronghs  close  to  the  face  of  the  beading.  The  pillar  work  in  the 
old  first  right  being  carefully  watched,  and  little  or  no  accumula- 
tion of  water.  The  seam  here  is  five  feet  nine  inches  thick,  with 
three  inches  of  boan,  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  bottom.  We 
have  a  little  fear  lest  in  working  this  seam  below  the  water  level, 
some  gas  may  be  encountered  and  I  urged  upon  the  Superintend- 
ent that  he  should  make  it  a  personal  mattenwith  him  to  see  that 
the  Bank  Boss  examine  the  heading  each  morning  before  allowing 
the  men  to  work  therein. 

Superintendent,  James  Johnston;  Bank  Boss,  Jno.  A/ Grantham. 

Charleston  Coal  and  Core  Company — (P.  O.,  Welch.) 

This  operation  located  in  the  lower  end  of  McDowell  county,  is. 
I  am  advised,  about  defunct.  As  I  understand,  practically  no 
work  has  been  done  in  the  last  tivo  or  six  months.  The  shaft  was 
to  be  sunken  to  a  depth  of  about  180  feet,  with  the  intention  of 
reaching  the  No.  .'>  or  Pocahontas  seam,  which  at  this  point  is  sup- 
posed to  be  170  feet  below  water  level.  When  work  was  stopped, 
only  a  portion  of  this  distance  had  been  driven. 

Superintendent,  T.  L.  llenritze;  Mine  Boss, 

Thacker  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.  Thacker.) 

This  Company  is  located  at  Thacker,  in  Logan  county,  now 
Mingo  county,  on  the  Ohio  extension  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western 
K  R..  11^!  miles  from  Kenova,  and  is  operating  a  seam  of  coal 
usually  averaging  8  feet,  only  5  feet  of  which  is  worked.  The  re- 
mainder  consisting  of  a  foot  of  soft  fire  clay  and  bottom  coal, 
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which  seam  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  measures  of  the  Great 
Kanawha  river.  In  some  cases  the  tire  clay  parting  near  the  bot- 
tom of  the  coal  becomes  an  impure  variety  of  coal,  burning  to  a 
white  ash.  This  mine  is  connected  to  the  main  line  by  a  spur 
track  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  with  the  tipple  by  an 
incline  1,020  feet  long. 

My  first  visit  to  this  mine  was  during  its  infancy,  and  when  last 
there,  they  had  driven  the  main  entry  through  the  hill,  erected 
quite  a  good  furnace  and  both  the  drainage  and  ventilation  were 
satisfactory.  However,  on  one  visit,  I  recall  the  air  in  two  of  the 
headings  as  quite  tight,  and  I  urged  the  manager  to  double  shift 
the  entry  both  from  the  inside  and  out- 
Connected  with  this  mine  is  also  a  coaling  station  for  the  Nor- 
folk and  Western  engines.  The  coal  is  of  the  nature  of  block, 
and  seems  to  find  a  good  sale  for  domestic  purposes  in  the  eastern 
markets. 

Superintendent,  J.  A.  Williams;  Mine  Boss,  Thos.  Lightfoot. 

Maritime  Coal  Co. — (P.  O.  Thacker.) 

At  the  time  of  my  last  report  this  Company  was  not  shipping, 
but  they  have  now  four  drifts,  worked,  we  might  say,  as  distinct 
mines,  each  having  its  own  furnace,  its  air  course  and  entry,  with 
rooms  turned  directly  off  of  these.  This  system  is  adopted,  as  the 
coal  lies  near  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  is  but  a  thousand  feet 
from  crop  to  crop. 

This  is  the  same  seam  worked  by  the  Thacker  Company,  being 
of  the  same  texture,  but  a  few  inches  lower.  The  drainage  and 
ventilation  have  always  been  satisfactory. 

The  drift  mouths  are  connected  with  the  drum  house  by  a  tram- 
way about  1,500  feet  long,  thence  an  incline,  1,350  feet,  to  the 
side-track. 

Superintendent,  Robert  Mauchline;  Hank  Boss, 

Pearl  Mining  Company. -(P.  ().,  Dingess.) 

This  Company,  located  near  the  Dingess  tunnel,  in  Logan  county, 
sixty  miles  above  Kenova,  are  operators  in  the  splint  coal  meas- 
ures, with  a  seam  having  a  thickness  of  five  feet,  which  consists  of 
16  inches  of  clean  coal,  two  inches  of  boan,  two  feet  of  coal,  and 
two  inches  of  boan,  with  the  balance  clean  coal.  Having  good 
black  slate  top,  with  practically  no  draw  slate.  On  my  first  visit 
to  these  works,  I  found  them  relying  too  much  upon  natural  venti- 
lation, while  on  my  last  trip  they  had  a  furnace  and  quite  good 
ventilation.  They  are  much  annoyed  by  rolls  and  faults,  some- 
times shutting  off  almost  the  entire  coal. 

Water,  also,  is  a  great  annoyance  in  the  dip  workings,  but  I 
think  they  use  all  possible  moans  to  carry  off  the  same  as  rapidly 
as  it  makes. 
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There  is  a  tramway  of  500  feet,  the  Company  having  no  incline. 

R.  O.  M.,  lump,  nut  and  slack  are  shipped. 

Superintendent,  C.  P.  MeCafferty;  Bank  Boss,  David  Swartz. 

The  Lynn  Coal  and  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.,  Sheppard.) 

This  Company,  operating  in  Mingo  county,  below  Thacker,  have 
been  shipping  coal  comparatively  a  short  time.  The  seam  mined 
isi  identical  with  the  Thacker  seam,  having  a  thickness  from  three 
feet  six  to  four  feet  six.  They  use  a  two  inch  lump  screen  and 
f-inch  nut  screen  and  pay  the  miner  55  cents  per  ton  for  each  ton 
of  lump  passing  over  same. 

Superintendent,  R.  J.  Tr union;  Mine  Boss,  Wni.  Cook. 

Wells  Branch  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Preston.) 

Reference  to  this  operation  is  hereby  made  to  the  mine  Inspec- 
tor's report  of  '94,  since  which  time  practically  no  work  has  been 
done,  except  a  shipment  of  some  cannel  coal. 

Dunlow  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Dunlow.) 

This  operation,  located  4fi  miles  above  Kenova  was  defunct 
shortly  after  the  printing  of  the  last  report. 

Spring  Hill  Coal  Company— (P.  O  ,  Ferguson.) 

Abandoned. 

Coaldale  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co.  —(P.  O.,  Fleming.) 

Abandoned. 

Carver  Coal  Company — (P.  O.  Plymouth.) 

Located  at  Plymouth,  20  miles  wrest  of  Charleston,  W.  Va  ,  on 
the  Kanawha  and  Michigan  R.  R.,  and  the  Kanawha  river..  This 
operation  works  the  Pittsburg,  or  Raymond  City,  seam,  having"  at 
this  point  a  thickness  of  4  and  one-half  feet,  being  a  species  of  the 
splint  coal,  used  largely  for  domestic  purposes,  and  mostly  shipped 
by  water.  A  spur  track  5  mile  long  connects  the  drift  with  the 
main  line  of  the  R.  R;,  having  no  incline,  and  a  river  tipple. 

Having  noted  in  my  former  report  the  annoyance  and  expense 
this  company  were  being  put  to  to  drive  through  a  serious  fault,  I 
am  now  pleased  to  state  that  this  drawback  has  been  overcome  and 
being  now  through  the  fault,  they  have  sunk  a'shaft  about  75  ft., 
at  which  point  they  have  erected  a  furnace,  which  is  a  decided  im- 
provement upon  the  old  mode  of  ventilation.  The  general  condi- 
tion of  the  mine,  both  as  regards  the  drainage  and  ventilation  is 
good,  and  the  management  are  conscientious  in  taking  such  steps 
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for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  men,  as  required   by  law.     This  op- 
eration is  connected  under  the  same  management  as  the  Mecca  and 
Edgewater  mines  in  the  Kanawha  Valley. 
Superintendent,  Jas.  Carver;  Mine  Boss,  W.  H.  Mease. 

Bancroft  Coal   Company — (P.  O.  Bancroft.) 

This  operation,  located  1!)  miles  below  Charleston,  on  the  Ka- 
nawha and  Michigan  K.  K.,  is  working  the  Pittsburg  seam,  having 
a  thickness  of  1  and  one  half  feet,  being  shipped  as  a  splint  largely 
by  rail  for  domestic  purposes.  This  'description  of  the  company 
and  its  workings  cannot  be  flattering,  since  on  all  of  my  visits,  I 
found  them  negligent  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties  as  regards 
the  condition  of  the  mines,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  falls  often 
to  the  lot  of  the  mine  boss  to  act  as  trapper,  water  bailer,  and 
driver  simultaneously,  we  cannot  expect  any  very  flattering  results 
in  the  good  condition  of  the  workings. 

Thos.  B.  Bancroft,  Superintendent;  Mine  Boss,  Richard  Enti- 
whistle. 

The  Marmet,  Smith  Coal  and  Mining  Company. — (P.  O.,  Ray- 
mond City.) 

Opened  at  Raymond  City,  16  miles  below  Charleston,  in  1865. 
This  company  have  been  in  active  operation  since  1878,  having  had 
the  good  fortune  to  cause  the  death  of  but  one  employee  during  the 
last  tive  years.  The  daily  capacity  is  20,000  bushels  of  lump,  and 
a  new  opening  is  being  made  on  adjoining  property,  which  will  in- 
crease this  capacity  about  7,000  bushels  daily.  Although  shipping 
so  extensively  by  the  Kanawha  and  Michigan  Railroad  and  river 
this  company  are  agitating  the  feasibility  of  a  connection  with  the 
Chesapeake  "and  Ohio  Railroad  either  by  the  construction  of  a 
branch  line,  across  country,  or  by  transporting  their  products  up 
the  Kanawha  river  to  a  point  near  where  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railroad  leaves  said  river,  and  elevating  them  to  the  cars  of  the 
said  railroad.  Among  other  changes  and  enlargements  of  this  com- 
pany is  the  late  purchase  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Company's  plant 
and  property,  in  which  former  working  they  are  now  pushing  en- 
tries, preparatory  to  develop  same  to  much  larger  extent  than  for- 
merly. The  Pittsburg  seam,  having  a  thickness  of  5  feet,  and 
often  attaining  6  feet,  is  here  worked.  They  have  a  slight  draw 
slate  which,  when  the  coal  is  shot,  leaves  a  good  safe  top,  except 
in  cases  where  they  have  a  clay  fault,  which  runs  at  an  angle  to  the 
strike  of  the  coal,  and  cutting  through  it,  causes  the  top  to  cut, 
giving  the  company  much  trouble  and  expense.  The  general  con- 
dition of  the  mine  is  good,  the  ventilation  being  effected  by  the 
means  of  »a  large  furnace  — with  satisfactory  drainage.  Among 
other  improvements  at  this  plant  is  a  large  river  tipple  and  appli- 
ances for  the  washing  and  cleansing  of  the  slack.     The  mines  are 
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connected  with  the  railroad  and  river  by  a  shoit  line  31  miles  in 
length,  with  no  incline. 

Superintendent,  t£d  Schonebaum;  Mine  Boss,  E.  Hennings. 

Kanawha  Valley  Mines. 

M.  T.  Davis  and  Company — (P.  O.,  Montgomery.) 

This  operation,  located  on  Morris  Creek,  a  short  line  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad  two  miles  long,  operates  both  the 
No.  2  or  gas  seam,  and  the  No.  5  or  block.  The  latter  being  the 
upper  mine,  is  reached  by  an  incline  of  considerable  extent.  The 
coal,  a  block  of  6  feet  thick,  often  obtaining  thickness  of  7  feet, 
with  good  top  and  drainage.  The  company  have  erected  and  are 
almost  ready  to  begin  mining  this  coal  by  electricity,  two  Jeffrey 
cutting  machines  being  on  the  site  at  my  last  visit.  The  lower 
mine,  called  Eureka  Colliery,  is  of  greater  extent,  working  the  No. 
2  gas  seam  of  4V  feet  thickness,  being  equipped  with  a  system  of 
rope  haulage,  and  ventilated  by  means  of  a  fan,  with  fair  results 
when  properly  looked  after,  which  I  regret  was  not  the  case  on 
my  last  visit.  The  top,  consisting  of  a  blue  slate,  cuts  badly  and  is 
very  treacherous. 

Superintendent,  M.  T.  Davis;  Mine  Boss,  Geo.  Frazier. 

Carver  Bros. — (P.  O.,  Montgomery.) 

Also  located  on  the  Morris  Creek  railroad,  a  short  distance  below 
the  Eureka  Colliery;  this  operation  works  two  mines  in  the  Gas 
seam,  located  across  the  Hollow  from  one  another,  landing  the  coal 
on  the  same  tipple,  where  the  seam  has  a  thickness  of  coal  is  4£ 
feet  with  a  slight  parting.  The  daily  capacity  of  the  two  connect- 
ed mines  is  600  tons  per  diem,  but  owing  to  the  dullness  of  the 
market  and  the  scarcity  of  men,  they  can  not  furnish  this  amount. 
The  ventilation  by  means  of  a  Thayer  fan  is  only  fair,  caused  by 
the  large  extent  of  territory  this  fan  is  required  to  operate,  and 
the  lack  of  sufficient  stoppages  on  the  entries.  The  drainage  is  sat- 
isfactory. 

Superintendent  Jno.  Carver,  Mine  Boss  J.  Taskin. 

Coal  Valley  Mining  Company. — (P.  O.  Montgomery.) 

The  above  company  operating  the  Coal  Valley  or  Gas  seam,  hav- 
ing a  thickness  of  50  inches,  is  located  at  the  town  of  Montgomery, 
and  consists  almost  entirely  of  robbings  in  which  they  are  greatly 
annoyed  by  the  water  which  seeps  through  the  old  workings  of 
the  Edgewater  and  Crescent  mines.  As  is  the  case  in  nearly  all 
the  mines  consisting  of  robbings,  with  no  direct  air  ways,  the  ven- 
tilation is  only  fair. 

Superintendent,  J.  W.  Straugban;  Mine  Boss,  W.  Addamson. 
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W.  R.  Johnson     (P.O.  Crescent.) 

This  operation  located  at  Crescent  a  short  distance  above  the 
town  of  Montgomery,  works  both  the  No.  2  or  (las  and  the  No.  5 
or  Block  coal  seams,  the  former  being  from  55  to  60  inches,  and 
the  latter  often  attaining  T  feet  of  clean  coal  of  unusual  pureness. 
This  coal  is  extensively  used  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  R.  K.,  in 
their  passenger  engines,  and  a  coaling  station  is  located  in  front  of 
their  coke  yard.  In  regard  to  the  upper  seam,  which  is  685  feet  in 
vertical  elevation  above  the  gas,  or  No.  2  we  may  note  that  the  ter- 
ritory now  being  worked  lies  near  the  summits  of  the  hills,  and 
having  but  light  cover,  they  are  much  annoyed  by  surface  seams. 
having  several  rooms  now  drowned  out,  and  will  at  once  begin  to 
take  necessary  steps  for  draining  same  for  work.  The  crop  being 
convenient  for  new  drifts  the  ventilation  is  by  natural  means  and  is 
good.  Unlike  most  of  the  coals  of  this  territory  which  have  an  in- 
clination of  3  ft.  per  100  ft.,  this  seam  dips  15  ft.  to  100  ft.  at  this 
point.  The  No.  2  seam  worked  below  consists  of  more  extensive 
workings,  being  now  principally  pillar  workings,  with  treacherous 
top,  requiring  much  timber.  A  system  of  endless  ropes  brings  the 
coal  to  the  drift  mouth  on  the  West  side.  The  ventilation  by 
means  of  a  Crawford  and  McGremmon  fan,  which  Mr.  Batlam  has 
so  arranged  as  to  be  reversible,  gives  good  results,  although,  I  am 
advised,  that  at  times  when  the  wind  is  blowing  hard  from  theN. 
W.,  they  are  then  annoyed  by  currents  of  impure  air  forced  up 
from  the  old  workings  of  the  Coal  Valley  seam  below.  The  drain- 
age is  satisfactory.  The  outside  plant,  equipped  with  crusher  ov- 
ens and  conveyor's  is  quite  elaborate  and  the  coke  products  are  in 
great  demand  for  furnace  combustion. 

Superintendent,  T.  A.  Bartlam;  Mine  Bosses,  Rich  Howe,  John 
Abbot. 

Carver  Bros.— ^(P.  O.,  Edgewater.) 

This  company  located  at  Edgewater,  two  miles  above  the  town  of 
Montgomery,  operates  the  three  seams  of  coal,  known  as  the  Eag- 
le or  No.  1,  being  a  coking  coal  of  4  feet  thickness;  the  No.  2  or 
gas  seam,  being  4-i  feet  thick,  and  the  Block  or  No.  5,  being  6  feet 
thick  and  in  demand  as  a  domestic  fuel.  The  No.  5  or  block  is 
mostly  crop  and  surface  work,  being  near  the  top  of  the  hills  and 
having  light  cover.  The  ventilation  is  good  and  natural,  and  the 
drainage  by  reason  of  the  lignt  top  and  surface  seams  is  only  fair. 
In  the  workings  of  the  No.  2  or  gas  seam  we  have  the  connec- 
tion of  this  mine  with  those  of  the  same  operation  on  the  Morris 
Creek  side  and  the  ventilation  of  both  mines  by  the  one  fan,  which, 
though  doing  good  work,  is  overtaxed  by  the  territory,  which  it  is 
called  upon  to  air.  The  top  both  in  the  new  and  old  workings  is 
treacherous  and  requires  constant  watching.  The  general  drainage 
is  good.  Jn  the  workings  of  the  No.  1  or  Eagle  seam  we  can  only 
give  a  fair  report  b^oth  as  to  the  ventilation,  by  furnace  and  the 
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drainage.  All  mines  and  their  respective  inclines  connect  with  the 
same  tipple,  from  which  shipments  are  made  both  by  rail  and 
water. 

Superintendent,  Enoch  Carver;  Mine  Boss,  Jno.  Carver. 

Wyant  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Eagle.) 

Located  at  Eagle  station,  this  company  is  operating  both  the  No. 
1  or  Eagle  and  the  No.  2  or  gas  seam.  The  former  vein  being  at 
the  old  site  has  a  thickness  of  52  inches,  with  light  parting  of  boan. 
By  reason  of  the  superior  quality  of  coke  produced  from  this  seam, 
the  entire  output  of  the  mine  is  used  in  the  ovens  and  when  placed 
on  the  market  constantl}' commands,  a  superior  price.  The  terri- 
tory developed  by  this  mine  is  of  great  extent,  having  a 
main  entry  of  about  one  mile.  The  top  when  few  inches  of 
draw  slate  is  down  is  quite  good  and  in  some  of  the  old  rob- 
bings has  stood  for  several  years,  without  riding  or  fallingr. 
The  gas  or  No.  2  on  this  end  of  this  property  has  not  yet  been 
developed.  At  a  point  one-half  mile  above  Eagle  station  this 
same  company  is  operating  the  No.  2  or  Diamond  seam,  called 
thus  for  the  mine  here,  where  the  seam  attains  a  thickness  of 
live  feet  five  inches,  holding  its  own  throughout  most  of  the  work- 
ings. The  company  have  just  completed  a  system  of  rope  haulage 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  and  add  much  to  the  increase 
and  economic  mining  of  the  coal.  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
well  to  note  that  the  Eagle  mine  is  well  equipped  with  ovens,  coal 
and  coke  crushers.  The  last  report  noted  that  the  company  was 
expecting  soon  to  hole  out  on  the  Armstrong  side  of  their  property 
and  would  have  effected  this  had  it  not  been  that  the  work  was 
much  retarded  by  the  wretched  top  met  with  in  the  entry,  and  the 
time  necessarily  lost  in  timber  and  rendering  same  safe.  The  ven- 
tilation by  means  of  a  furnace  is  only  fair  now  and  will  be  good 
when  above  opening  is  effected.     Drainage  good. 

Superintendent,  William  Wyant;  Mine  Bosses,  Eagle,  Thos. 
Loyd;  Diamond,  Jno.  Bostick. 

St.  Clair  Company — (P.  O.,  Eagle.) 

The  above  company  operates  Nos.  1  and  2  seams  at  a  point  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  above  Eagle,  having  one  tipple  both  for  railroad 
and  river  shipments.  No.  1  seam  being  mostly  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  coke,  producing  some  of  superior  quality.  The  coal 
from  No.  1  mine  is  transferred  from  the  pitmouth  to  the  crusher 
by  means  of  an  iron  pipe  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  whence  it  is 
supplied  to  the  coke  ovens.  It  is  in  mine  No.  1  that  the  company 
has  installed  their  new  electric  plant  for  the  haulage  of  coal.  The 
ventilation  is  effected  by  means  of  a  furnace  and  would  be  good, 
were  the  air  ways  and  brattices  kept  in  good  condition.  This  mine 
is  now  running  at  almost  its  full  capacity,  and  the  management  is  ( 
striving  to  improve  the  general  condition  of  the  workings.     The 
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top  is  quite  good  and  the  drainage  fair.  M37  report  on  the  upper, 
or  No.  2  mine,  can  not  be  favorable  as  I  am  sorry  to  note  that  the 
furnace  was  located  most  adversely  to  proper  ventilation,  having 
been  placed  at  a  point  having  lower  elevation  than  the  dritt  mouth 
and  not  having  the  power  necessary  to  fully  ventilate  the  work- 
ings. The  top  is  also  treacherous,  and  seems  to  cut  more  in  the 
narrow  work  than  in  the  wide  ;  which  is  noted  in  one  other  place 
in  this  district,  viz  :  the  Goodwill  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  at  Good- 
will, Mercer  county,  W.  Va. 

The  No.  1  seam  shows  four  feet,  and  the  No.  2  live  feet  thick- 
ness. The  company  are  aware  of  the  defect  in  the  ventilation  of 
the  furnace  and  speak  of  putting  a  fan  at  a  point  south  east  of  the 
present  drift  mouth. 

Superintendent,  M.  T.  Davis  ;  D.  B.  Howery,  Bank  Boss. 

Forest  Hill  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Eagle.) 

The  above  company  operates  the-No.  2  or  Diamond  seam,  one  and 
a-half  miles  above  Eagle,  and  was]formerly  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  William  Sharpe,  and  had  suspended  work  during  most  of  the 
interval  covered  by  this  report.  This  property  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  receiver. 

W.  R.  Johnson  &  Company — (P.  O..  Eagle.) 

This  company  operating  the  Block  or  No.  5  is  a  feeder  of  the 
Kanawha  and  Michigan  R.  R.,  located  nearly  opposite  the  Forrest 
Hill  Compaivy.  The  coal  at  this  point  is  4  to  5  feet,  and  is  handled 
over  an  incline  2,250  feet  in  length.  It  is  a  new  operation  and  up 
to  the  time  of  this  report  had  shipped  little  or  no  coal. 

Superintendent,  Levering;  Mine  Boss,  Wm.  Boyd. 

The  Mount  Carbon  Company,  l't'D — (P.  O.,  Powellton.) 

Located  on  the  short  line  five  miles  from  the  main  line  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  R.  R.  on  Armstrong  Creek,  this  company  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  Kanawha  field,  having  an  elabor- 
ate plant  of  202  ovens,  with  crusher,  &c.  At  their  present  opening 
where  they  are  working  the  gas  seam,  they  have  6  feet  of  coal, 
with  a  parting  of  about  four  inches.  The  railroad,  about  IV  miles 
long  to  this  opening  was  completed  about  the  time  of  my  last  re- 
port. Much  of  the  output  is  coked,  and  as  the  company  have 
their  own  barges  and  tow-boat,  they  are  extensive  shippers  by 
rail  and  water.  The  furnace  not  now  being  needed,  is  abandoned, 
and  natural  means  keep  up  the  necessary  ventilation.  The  drain- 
age is  also  satisfactory. 

.Superintendent,  1).  T.  Evans;  Mino  Boss,  J.  I.  Absolam.  Man- 
aging Director,  Evan  Powell. 
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The  Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Company— (P.O.   Mt.   Carbon.) 

Located  at  Mount  Carbon  Station,  this  company  is  operating  the 
Gas  or  No.  2  seam  at  two  openings,  one  the  Mount  Carbon  mine, 
the  other  the  Digby,  f  mile  above.  M  both  of  these  places  the 
coal  shows  up  4  feet,  with  from  2  to  4  ins.  parting.  The  lower  or 
Mount  Carbon  workings  have  for  some  time  been' fitted  with  a  fan, 
buton  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  water,  the  company  have 
neglected  running  same,  and  I  cannot  give  a  favorable  report  of 
the  present  ventilation,  which  in  some  parts  of  the  mine  is  good, 
while  in  others  is  not  what  it  should  be.  This  company  have  just 
erected  an  electric  plant,  and  the  management  advise  me  that  it  is 
and  has  been  its  object  to  place  a  fan  in  what  is  known  as  Buster 
Hollow,  as  that  it  will  ventilate  the  workings  of  both  mines,  and 
that  it  will  be  run  by  the  electric  plant  just  now  put  in  operation. 
I  trust  that  the  company  may  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  act  as 
above,  that  J  may  not  have  to  call  their  particular  attention  to 
the  matter  again.  The  outside  plant  is  e  mipped  with  ovens, 
crushers  for  coke  and  coal  ar.d  a  river  tipple,  enabling  them  to  ship 
lioth  by  rail  and  water. 

Superintendent,  Symington  Macdonald;  Mine  Bass,  Jno.  Holmes. 

New  River  Coal  Field. 

Gauley  Mountain  Coal  Company— (P.  O.,  Ansted) 

Passing  from  our  consideration  of  the  Kanawha  Coal  Field  and 
its  measures  to  the  New  River  Field,  we  first  encounter  at  a  point 
between  Cotton  Hill  Station  and  Hawk's  Nest  near  the  noted 
Hawk's  Nest  rock  the  first  appearance  of  the  lower  coal  measures, 
which,  as  the  Sewell  seam,  passes  under  the  river  at  this  point. 
>  The  first  point  at  which  it  is  worked  is  on  the  Ansted's  short 
line  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Hawk's  Nest  station,  by  the 
Hawk's  Nest  Coal  Company.  Three  miles  up  the  said  short  line 
after  passing  the  town  of  Ansted  where  are  located  the  companies' 
offices,  we  find  the  mines  of  the  Gauley  Mountain  Coal  Company 
at  the  head  of  the  West  Lake  Branch  of  Mill  Creek.  This  is  the 
largest  operation  in  the  New  River  coal  field,  having  a  daily  output 
of  1350  tons  and  a  gross  capacity  of  nearly  2,00o"tons  per  diem. 
Lven  during  the  strikes  the  situation  of  the  company  as  regards 
the  standing  contracts,  its  connection  with  the  railroad  company 
coupled  with  the  friendly  feeling  existing  between  the  operators 
land  the  miners,  the  work  was  scarcely  retarded  at  all.  The  mines 
are  equipped  with  the  most  modern  machinery.  The  one  hundred 
and  two  ovens  being  supplied  with  crushed  coal  and  charged  by 
tail  rope  system.  A  short  incline  c  mnects  the  tipple  with  the  drift 
mouth.  The  workings  properly  consist  of  two  distinct  mines. 
Mine  No.  1  being  the  older  of  the  two,  is  located  on  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  hollow,  having  been  formerly  worked  by  the  old 
Hawk's  Nest  Coal  Company,  which  had  practically  worked  out  the 


;;!  Report  of  State  Mine  Inspector.  [3d  Dist. 

territory  adjoining  the  present  drift  mouth.  The  present  com- 
pany has  extended  the  workings  entirely  through  the  Gauley  moun- 
tains and  with  their  locomotives  are  hauling  coal  from  the  Gauley 
side,  and  it  is  understood  that  they  will  also  make  new  improve- 
ments up  Rich  Creek  in  connection  with  the  Gauley  railroad. 

The  ventilation,  effected  by  means  of  a  first  class  fan,  is  emi- 
nently satisfactory  and  no  complaint  can  be  entered  against  the 
drainage,  but  as  some  of  the  new  work  must  be  done  on  the  dip,  I 
will  await  with  interest  the  action  of  the  company  for  handling  the 
water  thus  formed  ;  so  far,  indeed,  on  all  my  visits  I  have  found 
very  little  for  unfavorable  comments.  In  the  robbings,  where  casu- 
alties are  more  liable  to  occur,  the  management  has  retained  an  ex- 
perienced under  foreman.  The  company  are  also  extensive  ship- 
pers of  coke,  and  it  may  be  noted  that  the  remaining  output  of  the 
mines  are  used  for  fuel  for  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad.  The 
mine  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  branch,  or  No.  2,  is  of  newer  de- 
velopment. The  lower  Kittanning  or  .Ansted  seam  having  a  vary- 
ing thickness  of  from  seven  to  twelvo  feet  is  here  worked.  In  those 
parts  of  the  mines  where  the  thicker  portion  of  the  seam  is  worked 
the  miner  separates  such  impurities  as  occur.  While  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  workings  where  rive  feet  of  the  seam  only  is  taken, 
such  yardage  is  paid  as  will  compensate  for  the  different  heights  of 
eoal.     The  miner  is  paid  25  cents  per  ton  over  scales. 

Superintendent,  William  K.  Page  ;  Mine  Boss,  John  Straughn, 
with  assistants. 

Deitz  &  Masterson  Coal  &  Coke  Company — (P.  O.  Hawk's  Nest.) 

This  company  operates  a  lease  at  Gaymont,  one  mile  east  of 
Hawk's  Nest  on  wrat  is  known  as  the  Holt  and  Snyder  land.  The 
workings  arc  in  the  Nuttallburg  and  Sewell  seam,  which  we  men- 
tioned as  passing  under  the  river  near  Hawk's  Nest,  and  which,  at 
this  point,  attains  a  thickness  of  three  feet  two  inches,  having  a 
good  top  and  lumping  unusually  well. 

This  is  a  new  company  working  on  the  old  Gaymont  lease.  The 
ventilation  by  means  of  a  furnace  is  fair,  as  is  also  the  drainage. 

Superintendent,  T.  A.  Deitz  ;  Bank  Boss.  J.  W.  Masterson. 

Thomas  Coal  Company— (P.  (_).,  Sunnyside.) 

Located  at  Sunnyside  on  New  River.  This  is  the  second  opera- 
tion working  the  Sewell  and  Nuttallburg  seam  on  New  RWer,  hav- 
ing also  a  lease  on  the  above  mentioned  Holt  and  Snyder  land.  In 
my  former  report  you  will  notice  that  I  have  stated  that  the  venti- 
lation by  means  of  their  furnace  was  poor  ;  on  my  iirst  visit  I  found 
tire  damp  accumulated  on  the  main  heading  caused  by  neglecting 
to  place  break-throughs  sufficiently  close  to  one  another  to  produce 
sufficient  air  currents.  Leaving  instructions  that  the  mine  boss 
should  allow  no  men  to  visit  that  portion  of  the  mine  at  any  time 
until  he  had  personally  examined  the  workings  in  that  locality.  On 
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another  of  my  visits  I  found  that  Ihey  had  been  neglecting  the  fur- 
nace on  account  of  the  slack  run.  To  this  neglect  also,  1  called 
their  attention,  and  assured  the  company  that  on  my  visit  among 
tlnm,  it  was  most  distasteful  to  me  to  be  forced  to  bring  such  mat- 
ters continually  before  them.  While  1  can  not  absolutely  complain 
of  their  drainage,  I  think  some  little  attention  bestowed  thereon 
would  be  highly  beneficial. 

Superintendent,  D.  P.  Bishop;  Bank  Boss,  A.  S.  Pike. 

YV.  A.  Burke  Coal  Company.— (P.  O.,  Elmo.) 

■      The  above  Company  also  operates  the  lease  of  Holt  and  Snyder 
located  at  Elmo,  one  mile  west  of  Fayette  Station.     The  Nuttall- 
burg   or   Sewell   seam,    having  a   thickness   of  3(i  inches,  is  here 
worked. 

This  is  comparatively  a  small  operation,  but  in  prosecuting  their 
work,  they  have  driven  quite  a  ways  under  the  mountain  and  have 
quite  a  distance  for  their  air  to  travel.  The  drainage  and  o-eneral 
condition  of  the  mine  are  fair.  As  before  noted,  a°gmit  portion 
of  the  output  is  shipped  to  private  [parties,  having  quite  a  repu- 
tation as  domestic  fuel,  and  possessing  unusual  lumping  qualities- 
It  is  largely  used  in  Staunton,  Va.,  and  in  the  adjoining  towns. 
Like  all  of  the  New  River  mines,  an  incline  connects  the  drum 
house  with  the  tipple.  Their  side  track  has  been  lately  extended 
and  now  connects  with  the  main  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railroad  near  the  Company  store. 

Superintendent,  J.  W.  Parrish;  Bank  Boss,  Thos.  W.  Burke. 

Fayette  Coal  and  Coke  Company— (P.  O.,  Fayette.) 

m  The  Fayette  Company,  operating  on  a  lease  from  J.  M.  Blume 
is  one  of  the  oldest  operations  on  New  River,  having  been  opened 
up  by  Wm.  Masters  in  the  seventies,  from  which  time  it  has  been 
a  successful  operation.  The  Nuttalburg  seam  of  three  feet  is 
worked  at  this  point.  About  the  time  of  my  previous  report,  the 
strikes,  sLtck-run  and  discouraging  outlook  in  the  coal  business 
combined  to  cause  the  company  to  let  the  general  condition  of 
their  mine  run  down.  And  by  reference  to  the  previous  report 
you  will  note  that  I  laid  particular  stress  on  the  antiquated  prac- 
tice of  using  canvas  doors  for  brattice,  which  at  best  are  exceed- 
ingly poor  stoppages  for  air  and  must  be  carefully  looked  after  to 
be  01  any  service.  On  my  last  visit  to  these  workings,  the  o-ener- 
al condition  was  vastly  improved.  The  furnace  had  evidently 
been  renovated,  the  stoppages  tightened  and  many  indications  of 
care  and  forethought  on  the  part  of  the  management 
Superintendent,  J.  A.  Boon:  Bank  Boss,  Val  Bachman. 

NUTTALLBURG  COAL  &  COKE  Co.— (P.   O. .  Nuttall.) 

The  above  operation,  located  about  three  miles  above  Fayette 
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Station,  was  the  first  mine  opened  on  New  River,  having  been 
started  by  Mr.  John  Nuttall,  the  veteran  coal  operator,  who 
shipped  the  first  coal  over  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  after  its  com- 
pletion in  1873.  From  which  time  it  has  been  in  continuous  and 
successful  operation. 

The  company  is  working  the  seam  of  coal  named  after  the  oper- 
ator which  at  this  point  is  4'J  inches,  but  which  often  does  not  ex- 
ceed three  feet.  The  entries  are  long,  in  two  cases,  being  consid- 
erably over  a  mile.  Tne  extent  of  territory  being  operated  ex- 
ceeds that  of  any  mine  in  the  third  district  of  West  Virginia  and  1 
am  much  pleased  to  state  that  in  all  my  visits  before  and  since  my 
last  report,  the  condition  of  the  mine,  both  as  regards  ventilation 
and  drainage,  is  satisfactory.  This  lease  is  from  Mr.  John  Nuttall, 
to  the  Nuttallburg  Company  and  by  reason  of  its  location  and  ex- 
tent, it  is  operated  by  these  unusually  long  entries  and  air  courses 
with  the  rooms  turned  off  of  each.  Each  of  the  sets  of  entries  has 
its  own  separate  furnace  and  a  man  employed  eonstantly  to  lire  the 
furnace.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  not  a  pound  of  coal 
shipped  from  this  mine  is  hauled  less  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
and  that  there  are  men  employed  at  present  by  the  company  who 
have  been  with  them  over  eighteen  years.  One  man  having  start- 
ed an  entry  seventeen  years  ago,  which  now  bears  his  name. 
These  mines  have  been  running  quite  steadily  on  a  private  order 
for  the  last  year. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  Holland;  Bank  Boss,  Philip  Gray. 

Keeney\s  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Co.— (P.  O.  Nuttall.) 

This  mine,  located  at  the  mouth  of  Keeney's  Creek,  one  mile 
above  Nuttall,  is  also  a  lease  of  John  Nuttall.  and  under  the  same 
management  as  the  last  mentioned  mine.  The  workings  are  not 
quite  so  extensive,  having  been  started  later.  But  even  now,  the 
long  entry  extends  to  the  crop  on  the  Keeney's  creek  side  at  Con- 
trary creek,  near  the  lease  of  the  Boone  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  The 
coal  in  this  mine  ranges  from  three  foot  to  forty-five  inches.  The 
furnace  formerly  used  for  ventilation  is  now  in  disuse,  since  the 
outlet  on  Keeney's  creek  being  a  greater  elevation  than  the  drift 
mouth,  affords  an  excellent  current  at  all  times.  While  the  mine 
is  somewhat  cut  up  and  not  in  the  condition  of  the  old  Nuttallburg 
bank,  I  have  no  particular  complaint  to  make. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  Holland;  Bank  Boss,  J.  W.  Small. 

The  Boone  Coal  and  Coke  Co. — (P.  O.  Winoma.) 

The  Keeney's  Creek  branch  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad, 
beginning  at  Keeney's,  on  the  main  line,  runs  up  Keeney's  creek  for 
a  distance  of  eight  miles,  having  six  mines  and  taking  quite  a 
prominent  part  now  in  the  supply  of  coal  for  the  agency  on  New 
river.  The  Sewell  seam  exists  here  in  somewhat  thiner  strata, 
but  of  unusual  cleanness.     And  its  quality  for   lumping  well   is 
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readily  acceded.  Going  up  the  branch  line,  we  first  find  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Boone  Coal  Co.,  being  a  lease  from  John  Nuttall  and 
lying  directly  back  of  the  Nuttallburg  and  Keeney  lease.  This 
mine  has  been  in  active  operation  a  little  less  than  two  years  and 
is  working  the  Sewell  seam  which  at  this  point  is  forty  inches.  A 
tramway  of  some  little  extent  connects  the  drift  mouth  with  a 
short  incline,  whence  the  coal  is  run  to  the  tipple.  Owing  to  the 
location  of  lease,  they  were  unable  to  open  the  mine  directly  on 
the  main  line  of  the  railroad,  but  were  unavoidably  forced  to  con- 
struct the  said  tramway  in  order  to  get  behind  the  coal  and  de- 
velop the  territory  on  the  raise  of  the  coal. 

The  ventilation  by  means  of  a  furnace  is  fair  as  is  also  the  drain- 
age. 

Superintendent,  W.  F.  Boone;  Mine  Boss,  Win.  Crickmer. 

Ballinger  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  —  (P.  O.  Nuttall.) 

Located  on  the  branch  line  of  the  railroad,  about  a  mile  above 
Boone's,  we  find  the  Ballinger  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  operating  two 
mines  in  the  Sewell  seam,  it  having  a  thickness  here  of  about  four 
feet.  No.  2  mine,  being  the  first  one  met  with  on  ascending  the 
railroad,  has  just  begun  shipping  coal  and  nothing  but  the  drift 
mouth  and  a  little  entry  have  been  completed. 

Mine  No.  1,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  new  opening  was  the 
first  shipper  of  coal  on  the  creek.  Till  very  recently,  there  were 
three  entries  driven  to  this  mine  and  by  reason  of  their  not  being- 
connected,  the  air  was  quite  tight.  Every  effort  was  made  to  unite 
the  several  portions,  and  lam  pleased  to  say  that  at  the  time  of  this 
report  the  air  has  free  circulation  from  section  to  section.  Open- 
ings have  been  made  at  the  crop  in  several  places  and  an  air  shaft 
has  been  sunk.  Like  all  new  mines  they  have  had  their  difficulties 
to  overcome,  but  as  the  same  parties  connected  here  were  interested 
in  the  development  of  Nuttallburg,  I  presume  that  they  will  take 
as  much  interest  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  here,  as  at  the 
parent  mine. 

Superintendent,  Geo.  H.  Holland;  Mine  Boss,  John  Christian. 

Smokeless  Coal  Company. — (P.  O.,  Winoma.) 

This  mine,  opened  by  William  Masters  before  the  completion  of 
the  Keeney's  Creek  branch,  had  a  change  in  its  management  soon 
after  the  first  coal  was  shipped.  Messrs.  Masters  and  Son  having 
transferred  their  interest  in  this,  a  Nuttall  lease,  to  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell and  others  of  the  Beechwood  Company,  on  New  River.  Quite 
an  extensive  incline  connects  the  drum  house  with  the  tipple,  lhe 
same  Sewell  seam  is  worked  here  as  at  the  other  places,  having  a 
thickness  of  forty  inches  and  when  loaded  on  the  cars,  the  unusual 
tendency  of  the  coal  to  lump  is  very  marked. 

The  ventilation,  by  means  of  a  furnace,  is  quite  good.  The  cross 
entries,  though  turned  on  the  correct  magnetic  degree  for  mining 
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on  the  raise,  were  found  to  make  water  and  have  been  turned  more 
to  the  raise,  now  affording  satisfactory  drainage.  Tho  top  is  of 
slate,  peculiarly  stratified  with  hands  of  hard  flint. 

Superintendent,  Jno.  C.  Campbell;  Mine  Boss,  Win.  Hall. 

Rothwell  Coat,  Company. — (P.  O.,  Nuttall.) 

This  Nuttall  lease,  being  about  six  miles  from  Nuttall,  extends 
from  Keeney's  Creek  across  to  Bracken's  Creek,  waters  of  Meadow 
River.  The  general  condition  of  the  mine  is  satisfactory.  The 
ventilation,  being  effected  by  means  of  a  furnace  and  all  the  work- 
ings being  to  the  raise.  The  coal  raises  quite  rapidly  from  the 
drift  mouth  in  and  I  understand  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
pany to  make  use  of  rope  haulage,  endeavoring  to  get  sufficient 
momentum  on  the  loaded  trip  coming  out  to  return  the  empties 
back  to  the  parting.  This  Company  were  ready  to  ship  coal  im- 
mediately on  completion  of  the  railroad  to  their  mines  and  rapidly 
increased  their  output  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  per  day. 
Though  a  comparatively  small  plant,  the  tipple  and  incline  are 
carefully  constructed  and  little  trouble  is  encountered  in  quickly 
handling  the  coal.  The  top  being  sandstone,  they  resort  to  shoot- 
ing the  bottom  in  the  entries  The  coal  averages  three  feet  nine 
inches,  lumping  well  and  being  unusually  free  from  sulphur. 

Superintendent,  Fred  P.  Roth  well;  Bank  Boss,  Charhs  Higgins. 

J,  F.  Cavendish  Coal  Company.  — (Postoffice  Lookout.)  - 

This  is  the  last  operation  on  the  Keeney's  branch,  it  being  also  a 
Nuttall  lease,  but  as  the  Company  have  shipped  scarcely  any  coal 
and  but  few  men  are  working  therein  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
make  an  inspection  trip.  The  coal  lumps  well  and  is  thirty  inches 
thick. 

Superintendent,  J.  D.  Cavendish;  Mine  Boss,  Thos.  Stead. 

New  River  Coke  Company. — (P.  O  ,  Caperton.) 

Passing  from  consideration  of  the  Keeney's  Creek  operations, 
we  find  the  New  River  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  operations  in 
the  territory,  working  the  lands  of  its  president,  M.  Erskine  Mil- 
ler. In  considering  these  mines,  we  must  divide  our  attention  be- 
tween the  old  one,  No.  1  and  the  new  drift,  No.  2,  opened  some- 
time ago  across  the  hollow.  In  No.  1,  the  Nuttall  or  Sewell  seam 
of  a  thickness  of  four  feet  is  practically  worked  out.  Since  the 
entries  were  driven  entirely  through  the  hill  and  the  bulk  of  the 
coal  from  this  section  comes  from  pillars. 

Connected  with  the  incline,  the  Company  have  resorted  to  rope 
haulage,  whereby  the  momentum  of  the  loaded  car  descending  the 
incline  brings  the  mine  car  to  and  from  the  drift.  The  works 
were  of  a  very  extensive  scale,  since  the  company  have  been  operat- 
ing almost  since  the  railroad  first   developed  the  territory.     The 
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ventilation  by  natural  means  is  only  fair  an<l  I  presume  the  great 
trouble  arises  from  the  fact  of  there  being  so  many  break  throughs 
in  the  old  work  that  leak  and  require  careful  attention. 

The  new  mine,  working  the  same  seam  with  practically  the  same 
thickness  of  coal,  has  only  developed  a  small  territory.  In  con- 
nection with  the  ovens,  133,  which  are  charged  by  a  locomotive, 
the  company  have  made  substantial  changes  on  their  tipple,  greatly 
on  account  of  the  supply  from  the  mine  on  the  south  side  being 
necessarily  stored  in  the  same  tipple.  The  greater  part  of  the  out- 
put is  coke,  as  the  product  of  the  ovens  has  considerable  reputation 
and  seems  to  find  ready  sale,  the  ovens  being  charged  by  a 
locomotive. 

Superintendent,  G.  H.  Caperton;  Mine  Boss,  Thos.  Gosnay. 

William  Beury,  Cooper  and  Company— (P.  O.,  Caperton.) 

This  mine,  operating  at  the  same  station  as  New  River,  is  really 
the  completion  of  the  old  Beury,  Cooper  Company,  and  nothing 
now  remains,  except  a  few  rooms  and  the  robbing  of  a  few  stumps 
and  the  chain  pillar.  The  work  is  now  being  prosecuted  under  a 
sub-contract  and  so  few  men  are  employed  that  an  inspection  of 
the  same  is  hardly  deemed  necessary.  The  Sewell  seam  is  here 
worked  and  has  a  thickness  of  four  feet,  two  inches. 

Long  Dale  Iron  Company — (P.  O.,  Sewell  ) 

Among  the  most  prominent  operations,  working  daily,  we  find 
the  Longdate  Company,  with  the  manager's  office  at  Sewell  Station 
and  chief  store  and  mines  at  the  terminus  of  a  nine  mile  short  line 
extending  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad  to  Cliff  Top. 

All  the  output  of  the  mines  with  the  exception  of  that  used  for 
domestic  purposes  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  coke,  which  is  pre- 
pared in  its  193  ovens  at  Sewell  and  shipped  to  the  furnaces  at  Long, 
dale,  Va. 

The  little  village  at  Cliff  Top  is  quite  a  model  mining  town.  The 
Company's  store,  quite  large,  and  the  workings  of  the  Company 
are  quite  extensive.  The  Sewell  seam,  worked  at  this  point,  with 
a  thickness  of  thirty  two  inches,  has  honeycombed  quite  an  exten 
sive  territory,  and  at  all  my  visits,  I  found  the  Company  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  its  mines  within  the  requirements  of  the  law,  both  as 
to  ventilation  and  drainage.  A  furnace  six  by  eighteen  feet  located 
quite  a  distance  from  the  drift  mouth  by  proper  attention  and 
tight  brattices,  maintains  a  steady  air  current.  It  seems  strange 
that  though  the  top  in  many  places  is  quite  good,  yet  when  the 
mining  is  done  about  on  the  strike  of  the  coal,  the  slate  persists  in 
cutting  and  in  order  to  render  it  safe  for  the  employees,  the  Com- 
pany is  forced  to  cross-timber  it,  causing  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, but  I  am  glad  to  say  they  do  not'pile  the  gob  in  the  entry. 

The  entries  are  run  to  centers,  which"  is  rather  unusual  in  some 
of  the  low  coal  veins   along  New  River!     And   I  may  mention  in 
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this  connection  that  carelessness  in  regard  to  straight  entry  and 
the  allowing  of  rooms  to  break  into  one  another  has  been  the 
reason  why  so  many  mines  are  not  and  have  not  been  satisfac- 
torily ventilated  It  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  ventilate  a  mil  e 
which  has  been  all  cut  up  and  where'brattice  after  brattice  is  need- 
ed. 

Superintendent,  J.  A.  McGuffin;  Mine  boss,  Thos.  Burke. 

Fire  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.  Fire  Creek.) 

This  Company,  located  at  Fire  Creek,  three  miles  above  Sewell, 
ranks  among  the  pioneer  mines  of  the  region,  having  been  one  of 
the  very  first  to  ship  coal  over  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad, 
after  its  completion  in  1873. 

The  ventilation,  effected  by  a  fan,  gives  good  results,  whie  drain- 
age is  also  satisfactory.  The  Fire  Creek  seam,  taking  its  name 
from  this  operation,  having  a  thickness  of  three  feet  two  inches. 
is  here  worked,  while  I  understand  that  the  company  contemplate 
developing  the  upper  or  Sewell  seam,  which  on  this  property  shows 
up  four  feet  in  thickness.  Like  several  other  mines,  under  the 
same  head  management,  thi;-  opera Mon  has  quite  a  laro-e  private  order 
business,  and  by  reason  of  its  coal  lumping  with  unusual  readiness, 
it  has  o-ained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  domestic  fuel  and  is  mostly 
shipped  to  concerns  in  the  east.  It  is  in  the  workings  of  this  mine 
that  we  find  rope  haulage  working  most  favorably.  The  main  entry, 
I  presume,  is  over  a  mile  long,  much  of  which  distance  is  covered 
by  the  rope  and  arrangements  are  mado  by  which  connections  are 
attached  to  the  main  entry  haulage  and  coal  pulled  from  the  cross 
entries.  The  trips  run  at  the  rate  of  from  live  to  six  miles  an  hour. 
About  next  Christmas,  they  expect  to  drive  their  main  entry  to  day- 
light at  the  further  end  of  the  property,  which  is  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  stockholders  of  the  Fire  Creek  Company.  A  loco- 
motive and  quite  a  length  of  road  are  used  between  the  drift  mouth 
and  the  tipple.  The  coke  manufactured  by  the  company  has  quite 
a  large  per  cent  of  fixed  carbon  and  finds  ready  sale. 

Superintendent,  G.  H.  Caperton  ;  Bank  Boss,  David  Stoddart. 

The  Central  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Fire  Creek.) 

Located  a  half  mile  above  the  Fire  Creek  Company  and  opera- 
ting property  adjoining.  This  mine  works  the  Fire  Creek  seam, 
having  an  average  probably  of  four  feet,  being  more  or  less  sub- 
ject to  rolls,  in  some  of  which  cases  the  coal  tails  out  to  nothing, 
and  in  some  places  is  six  feet. 

The  coal,  like  several  of  the  neighboring  companies  working  the 
same  seam,  lumps  well  and  seems  especially  adapted  for  the  tiring 
of  stationary  engines  and  for  manufactories  and  domestic  purposes. 

Here  also  we  find  the  rope  haulage  used,  but  the  natural  forma- 
tion of  the  stratum  has  so  adapted  the  grades  of  the  main  entry, 
that  the  loadod  cars  descending  to  the  top  of  the  incline  return  the 
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empties  back  to  the  parting  in  the  mine.  The  ventilation  and  drain- 
age are  both  effected  by  the  roads  and  on  this  account  the  mine  is 
considerably  cut  up  and  its  general  condition  not  such  as  1  would 
desire. 

Superintendent,  J.  R   Seal  ;  Mine  Boss,  P.  J.  Riley. 

William  Beury,  Cooper  &  Co. — (P.  O.  Beury.) 

This  Company,  located  one  mile  above  Fire  Creek,  at  Echo, 
operates  the  upper  or  Sewell  seam,  and  the  lower  or  Red  Ash  scam, 
employing  the  same  tipple  for  both  and  a  continuation  of  the  same 
incline  for  the  upper  nine. 

The  new  opening  in  the  upper  seam  develops  rather  a  small  ter- 
ritory being  mostly  crop  near  the  top  of  the  mountain,  the  coal 
being  about  four  feet  thick.  Like  most  mines  with  light  cover, 
they  are  considerably  annoyed  in  wet  weather  by  water  and  the 
ventilation,  acquired  by  natural  means,  is  rather  uncertain  and 
poor.  The  lower  min^.  operating  the  Red  Ash  or  Fire  Creek  seam 
has  been  very  extensively  worked,  and  the  Company  has  just  com- 
pleted an  extensive  and  elaborate  system  of  rope  haulage,  which 
with  the  long  hauls  they  have  to  contend  with,  makes  the  handling 
of  the  coal  much  more  profitable  and  satisfactory.  The  seam  at 
this  point  abounds  in  rolls  and  faults  and  in  quite  a  number  of  in- 
stances and  the  Company  has  often  been  forced  to  drive  long  dis- 
tances with  only  a  slight  showing  of  coal.  On  one  of  my  visits 
they  were  almost  daily  expecting  two  entries,  driven  from  far  dis- 
tant poin  s,  to  connect  and  as  usually  the  case  in  such  instances,  the 
ventilation  was  far  from  satisfactory;  however,  since  then,  the  en- 
tries have  headed,  enabling  the  fan  to  do  better  work. 

Twice  I  visited  the  mine  when  the  fan  was  broken  and  idle,  and 
I  fear  that  the  management  do  not  give  the  ventilation  of  the 
workings  proper  care  and  attention.  The  drainage  was  quite  good . 
This  mine  is  a  notable  instance  of  faulty  coal  and  work  cut  up  by 
lack  of  centers,  making  the  ventilation  to  be  sluggish.  The  tipple, 
under  construction  some  time  ago,  is  not  yet  completed. 
Superintendent,  J.  L.  Beury;  Mine  Boss, 

Dimmock  Coke  &  Coal  Company. — (P.  O.,  Thurmond.) 

This  is  another  of  the  Beury-Cooper  mines,  situated  one  mile 
west  of  Thurmond,  in  the  bond  of  New  River,  on  the  land  of 
the  Beury  brothers,  where  they  are  operating  the  Fire  Creek  or 
Red  Ash  seam,  having  an  average  thickness  of  three  feet  eight 
inches,  while  in  the  new  heading  it  attains  a  height  of  five  feet. 
On  my  rirst  visit  to  this  mine,  they  had  just  driven  for  quite  a  dis- 
tance through  a  fault,  which  in  some  places  was  entirely  devoid  of 
coal  and  in  the  headings  the  air  was  very  tight.  The  object  that 
the  Company  then  had  in  view,  was  the  driving  of  a  cross  entry 
off  the  main  and  placing  a  furnace  at  that  point,  which  would  be 
more  advantageous  in  the  ventilation  of  the  now  workings.     They 
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were  delayed  greatly  by  the  strike  and  water,  which  poured  into 
the  face  of  the  working,  forcing  them  to  abandon  the  point  at 
which  they  had  contemplated  driving  out.  By  double  shifting  the 
entry  and  working  the  force  also  on  the  outside,  they  forced  the 
entry  through  to  daylight  at  another  point  and  since  that  time  the 
ventilation  has  been  vastly  improved. 

The  furnace  formerly  had  a  pull  of  two  and  a  half  miles  before 
it  returned  to  the  exit.  The  lower  portion  of  the  mine  is  now  be 
ing  robbed  and  the  company  have  placed  a  system  of  rope  hauling 
in  the  main  entry,  greatly  aiding  them  in  the  handling  of  the  coal. 
Their  first  intention  was  to  put  on  a  locomotive  for  an  outside 
haulage  and  they  had  graded  the  tramway  for  same,  but  for  some 
reason  altered  their  plan.  The  ventilation,  at  present,  is  quite 
good  and  the  drainage  fair  but  the  top  is  treacherous' and  gives 
much  annoyance. 

Superintendent,  W.  H.  Thayer;  Mine  Boss,  George  Moran. 

Beury  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  StoneclifT.) 

This  company,  working  at  Stonecliff,  one  mile  east  of  Thur- 
mond, operates  both  the  upper  and  Sewed  seam,  averaging  about 
four  feet  in  ihickness  and  the  Red  Ash  or  Fire  Creek  seam,  averag- 
ing1' three  feet. 

This  mine  is  another  one  of  the  original  New  River  operations, 
which,  on  account  of  the  rolls  in  the  coal  and  the  lack  of  careful 
engineering  in  the  past,  has  been  badly  cut  up.  and  the  manage- 
ment now  have  much  trouble  in  keeping  up  brattices  and  prevent- 
ing leakages.  And  for  this  reason,  the  ventilation  of  the  mine 
varies  greatly,  being  fair  in  some  portions  of  the  mine  in  others 
poor.  The  workings  in  the  upper  seam  are  connected  with  those 
in  the  lower  by  a  continuation  of  the  incline  an  I  by  a  mile  of  tram 
road  and  consists  mostly  in  crop  workings  under  light  cover.  L 
was  forced  to  complain  of  the  ventilation  up  here,  as  they  trusted 
too  much  to  forcing  daylight  holes  at  different  points  of  the  crop. 
The  top,  also,  is  none  of  the  best.  The  lowTer  mine,  as  stated  above 
has  been  badly  cut  up,  and  whereas  the  ventilation  is  poor,  I  do 
not  see  where  they  can  very  well  improve  it  without  great  labor 
and  expense 

On  the  right  of  this  opening,  there  is  a  second  called  the  tunnel 
mine,  in  which  the  main  entry  has  been  driven  to  the  far  outcrop 
and  the  draft  of  air  caused  by  the  difference  in  the  altitudes,  is 
sufficient  to  ventilate  a  territory  of  twice  the  extent  we  have  here. 

In  one  of  my  former  reports  I  spoke  of  the  poor  ventilation  in 
Carter's  entry,  where  bre#k*throughs  were  needed  and  where  the 
work  was  so  badly  off  centers  that  the  pillar  had  increased  in 
thickness  to  such  an  extent  that  the  time  required  to  drive  the 
needed  break-through  was  too  much  for  the  proper  ventilation  of 
that  section  of  the  workings. 

The  drainage  is  fair.  I  learned  that  the  coal  is  quite  hard,  lump- 
ing well  and  that  some  time  back  when  a  number  of  cars  were 
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shipped  from  the  different  collieries  and  a  few  selected  as  picked 
specimens,  this  company  furnished  by  far  the  largest  number. 
Superintendent,  O.  C.  Kubaeh;  Mine  Boss,  W.  (t.  McDaniel. 

Beechwood  Coal  &  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.  Claremont.) 

Located  at  Claremont  Station,  this  company  operates  two  mines 
on  the  lands  of  the  Beury  Brothers,  called  Beechwood  or  No.  1  and 
Keystone  or  No.  2,  working  the  Fire  ('reck  seam,  averaging  three 
feet  ten  inches.  The  former  is  the  original  opening  of  the  Com 
pany  and  has  developed  a  large  territory,  which  like  several  of  the 
upper  New  River  mines  has  been  badly  cut  up  and  the  Company 
have  been  at  much  trouble  and  expense  of  late  in  tightening  up  the 
brattices  and  keeping  the  haulways  clear  of  loose  gob.  Sometime 
previous  to  the  compilation  of  this  report,  there  was  a  change  in 
the  direct  management  of  the  Company  and  when  last  there,  1 
found  them  entirely  renovating  the  mine  and  endeavoring  to  bring 
its  general  condition  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  They 
were  at  that  time  driving  a  fan  entry  from  a  point  near  the 
present  old  drift  to  the  crop  and  assured  me  that  they  would  place 
in  working  a  new  fan,  which  has  laid  on  the  site  for  nearly  a  year 
in  disuse.  The  ventilation  in  neither  of  the  mines  is  what  it  should 
be,  more  especially  that  portion  adjoining  the  Keystone  mine.  I 
am  informed  that  some  of  the  old  wo'ks  of  the  Alaska  Coal  and 
Coke  Company,  were  tapped  by  entries  from  the  Beechwood  Com- 
pany and  the  outflow  of  water  was  of  considerable  anno\ance.  Im- 
mediately to  the  left  «  f  the  drift  mouth  of  Beechwood  mines  aro 
some  old  workings,  consisting  of  pillars,  which  are  now  being 
drawn  under  a  sub- contract.  From  the  parting  of  the  main  entry, 
a  system  of  rope  haulage  lands  the  coal  at  the  top  of  the  incline. 

Superintendent  C.  C.  Beury;  Bank  Boss,  R.  B.  Hanna. 

Alaska  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Claremont.) 

This  operation  located  at  Alaska,  a  short  distance  above  Clare- 
mont, its  postoffice,  operates  the  Fire  Creek  or  Red  Ash  Seam, 
which  at  this  point  attains  an  average  thickness  of  4  feet  2  inches, 
having  a  parting  of  boan  from  14-  inches  to  8  inches  near  the  middle 
of  seam.  As  the  workings  have  been  enlarged  they  have  made 
three  openings,  one  being  at  the  head  of  the  incline  and  about 
worked  out.  This  is  the  section  immediately  adjoining  the  Beech- 
wood and  Keystone  mines  and  from  whence  the  outflow  of  water 
into  the  latter  occurred.  Another  drift  connected  with  this  by  a 
tramway  of  considerable  length,  affords  the  bulk  of  the  output, 
from  which  the  coal  is  hauled  by  a  locomotive.  A  few  hundred 
feet  beyond  along  the  outcrop  we  have  the  new  opening  which  has 
not  as  yet  opened  up  much  territory,  and  the  grade  to  which  is  so 
steep  as  to  render  the  locomotive  useless.  The  ventilation  in  the 
old  No.  1  mine  is  good  as  is  mostly  the  case  where  no  new  work  is 
in  progress,  and  pillars  being  taken.     In  No.  2  opening  I  was  not 
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well  satisfied  with  the  ventilation,  as  I  found  them  too  prone  to 
neglect  the  breakthroughs,  and  as  will  be  noted  by  referring  to  my 
last  report,  1  have  been  forced  to  call  their  attention  to  this  defect 
before.  The  mine  and  their  20  ovens  run  quite  well  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  their  eoal  is  in  demand  by  reason  of  its  superior  lump- 
ing qualities.  Lately  they  have  replaced  the  trestle  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  incline,  by  a  new  and  heavier  structure. 

Superintendent,  George  Lawton;  Mine  Boss,  W.  M.  Brown. 

Sterling  Coal  and  Coke  Company. — (P.  O.,  Coit.) 

The  above  Company,  operating  the  last  and  most,  eastern  lease 
of  the  Beury  Brothers'  estate,  is  located  ;tt  Coit,  about  21  miles 
above  Claremont,  and  is  working  the  Fire  Creek  or  Red  Ash  seam, 
which  at  this  point  is  about  34  inches  with  no  partings,  and  liko 
many  coals  in  this  vicinity,  lumps  unusually  well.  Located  at  the  top 
of  the  incline  is  the  old  drift  which  is  now  mostly  worked  out,  and 
where  they  are  employing  but  few  of  their  men.  On  my  last  visit 
1  found  the  head  of  the  last  left  hand  entry  taking  off  the  main  in 
a  verv  poor  condition.  Here  they  were  endeavoring  to  force  the 
workings  to  the  crop,  and  being  too  far  from  the  f  irnace  to  be  iu 
the  least  atfected  by  it,  the  air  was  both  foul  an  I  tight;  moreover, 
being  on  the  dip,  the  men  were  working  in  water.  This  state  of 
tilings  is  unnecessary  and  I  left  instructions  with  the  superintend- 
ent to  locate  the  entry  on  the  crop  and  at  that  point  where  it  would 
hole  to  daylight,  to  immediately  start  a  force  of  men  drifting  in  to 
meet  the  miners  from  the  inside.  This  would  hasten  better  drain- 
age and  give  the  needed  ventilation.  Like  several  of  the  mines 
heretofore  mentioned  in  this  report,  most  noticeably  Echo  and 
Stonecliff,  this  operation  has  neglected  the  proper  attention  to  the 
mining  of  coal  and  has  cut  the  mine  up  so  badly  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  study  and  expense  to  even  ventilate  it  respectably.  A 
system  of  rope  haulage  is  employed  to  bring  the  coal  to  the  drift 
mouth.  Connected  with  the  above  opening  by  tramways  a'  e  two 
others,  which  two  the  company  are  endeavoring  to  connect,  and 
where  somewhat  more  attention  is  given  to  the  condition  of  the 
mine.  They  tell  me  that  the  presence  of  faults  and  rolls  is  respon- 
sible for  the  poor  condition  of  the  workings,  but  even  though  we 
grant  this,  I  can  not  see  why  such  things  should  occasion  the  per- 
sistence of  leaky  break  throughs  and  gobbed  air  ways.  There  are 
some  mines  which  are  in  such  a  condition  that  nothing  but  a  cessa- 
tion  of  work  and  a  complete  overhauling  would  put  in  satisfactory 
repair,  and  it  seems  that  some  operations  will  force  me  to  resort  to 
this  plan  of  proceedure. 

Superintendent,  J.  F.  Jones;  Mine  Boss,  E.  J.  Robertson. 

Quinnimont  Coal  Company.— (P.  O.  Qunnimont.) 

This  company  located  at  Quinnimont,  375  miles  west  of  tidewater 
at  Newport  News,  have  made  many  extensive  improvements,  includ- 
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ing  the  development  of  the  territory  back  of  their  former  work- 
ings, where  the  Quinnimont,  supposed  to  be  also  the  Fire  Creek 
seam,  is  worked,  having  in  the  old  mine  an  average  of  three  feet, 
and  the  new  openings  of  50  inches,  clean  coal. 

To  work  the  old  mines  the  company  employed  quite  a  long  in- 
cline and  a  short  spur  track  from  the  main  line  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  II.  R.  Lately  they  have  extended  this  siding  for  a  dis- 
tance of  three  and  one-half  miles,  put  in  an  electric  plant  from  the 
general  electric  company,  and  have  erected  an  elaborate  tipple, 
having  improved  screens  and  appliances  patented  and  designed  by 
the  superintendent,  D.  C.  Boyce,  Esq.  Back  of  or  extending 
Northeastward  from  Quinnimont  we  have  an  extensive  area  under- 
laid by  the  Quinnimont  and  New  river  seams  of  coal,  but  con- 
tinuing eastward  along  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  we  found  the  coal  measures 
rising  rapidly,  and  inaccessible  for  economic  development  save  by 
long  inclines  and  branch  railroads  up  the  several  creeks.  Super- 
intendent, D.  C.  Boyce,  Mine  Boss,  J  no.  Mcintosh. 

Royal  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Prince.) 

Continuing  our  discussion  and  passing  across  New  River,  we  find 
our  only  operation  in  Raleigh  county,  the  Royal  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  This  operation  is  working  its  own  property  opposite 
the  Stretcher's  Neck  Tunnel,  and  having  its  tipple  and  side  tracks 
on  the  north  side  of  New  River,  it  transfers  its  coal  from  the  drift 
mouth  by  means  of  a  connected  system  of  buckets  thirty-eight  in 
number  and  each  having  a  capacity  of  one-half  ton  and  weighing 
when  empty  700  pounds.  The  span  from  the  tipple  on  one  side  of 
the  river  to  bent  on  opposite  is  over  700  feet,  and  from  auchor  to 
anchor  of  rope  is  2,300  feet,  having  three  safety  brakes  to  drums, 
on  which  a  jet  of  water  is  constantly  allowed  t>  play.  The  mine 
consists  of  two  openings  one  at  the  head  of  the  drum  house  being 
the  more  extensive.  The  Red  Ash  or  Fire  Creek  seam  having  a 
varying  thickness  of  from  2i  feet  to  3^  feet  is  worked.  On  one  of  my 
last  visits,  1  was  surprised  to  find  that  a  slide  had  occurred,  which 
had  rilled  the  furnace  and  rendered  it  useless —thereby  causing  the 
ventilation  to  be  poor.  On  my  next  trip  I  found  this  defect  reme- 
died, and  while  the  ventilation  was  fair,  I  could  but  note  and  com- 
ment upon  the  extensive  and  injurious  use  of  a  mixture  of  black 
strap  and  kerosene,  or  coal  oil,  used  by  the  drivers  in  their  large 
lamps.  This  caused  much  smoke  and  was  an  annoyance  to  the  mi- 
ners, and  I  urged  the  superintendent  to  compel  its  disuse  by  a  pen- 
alty of  discharge.  The  inferior  grades  of  miner's  oils  now  placed 
upon  the  market  are  deleterious  enough  without  resortingto  those 
mixtures  of  most  volatile  and  fumigacious  carbons.  In  what  is 
known  as  the  Rushford's  entry  I  found  them  using  the  old  canvas 
brattice,  for  conveying  the  air  currents  to  face  of  workings.  It 
may  bo  here  noted  that  by  reason  of  the  heavy  grade  on  the  main 
entry,  a  §  inch  wire  rope  is  used  to  haul  coai  to  the  last  parting. 
The  opening  No.  2  on  the  left  side  of  the  property  is  of  more 
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recent  development  and  the  condition  is  about  the  same  as  old  por- 
tion of  the  mines.     I  trust  that  this  company  will  see  it  to  their 
advantage  to  place  in  a  fan.     The  drainage  is  quite  good. 
Superintendent,  James  Kay;  Mine  Boss,  Jno.  Lang. 

Loop  Creek  Territory. 

Shortly  after  the  completion  of  the  Ohio  Extension  of  the  Nor- 
folk and  Western  railroad,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad, 
caused  preliminaries  to  be  run  up  what  is  known  as  Loop  Creek, 
with  the  intention  of  constructing  a  brunch  line  up  same.  As  far 
back  as  1874,  there  was  known  to  be  a  vast  and  valuable  depo-it  of 
semi-bituminous  coking  coal  of  high  grade  and  considerable  thick- 
ness, underlying  the  Fayette  and  Raleigh  plateaus  and  extending 
thenca  southwesterly  and  exposing  its  cropping-;  in  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Flat  Top  coal  field,  acknowledged  to  be  the 
most  regular  and  extensive  coal  deposits  of  our  country.  The 
great  conglomerate  in  wdrieh  the  New  River  coal  are  found,  first 
presents  itself  as  we  travel  the  C.  &  O.  railroad  westward,  near 
Hinton,  and  forms  usually  the  crests  and  tops  of  the  hills  facing 
New  River  and  disappears  between  Cotton  Hill  and  Kanawha  Falls, 
thus  forming  the  New  River  canons  for  a  distance  of  60  miles.  As 
we  go  back  into  the  country  of  the  Upper  Loop  Creek,  on  each 
side  a  new  range  of  hills  soon  appears,  and  in  these  case  will  be 
found  more  coals.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  old  McCoy  farm,  where 
the  Collins  Colliery  Company  are  now  operating  at  Glen  jean  was 
originally  a  country  coal  bank  showing  on  the  outcrop  6  feet  and 
5  feet  3  inches,  in  the  breast,  then  again  near  where  Macdonald 
now  stands  was  the  old  Godby  opening,  where  we  have  5  feet  4 
inches  of  clean  coal;  again  on  the  old  Buckley's  Mill  tract  in  the 
vicinity  of  Raleigh  Court  House  we  have  6  feet  2  inches,  with  a 
light  shale  overhead.  It  was  to  develop  this  territory  that  in  1893 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad  commenced  the  construction  of 
the  Loop  Creek  project,  which  has  been  complete  for  ten  miles  and 
on  which  are  now  in  succesaful  operation  six  companies  having  a 
combined  output  of  103  cars  per  diem,  working  the  same  seam 
and  having  about  the  same  advantages  for  mining.  It  seems  that 
nature  has  favored  this  territory,  in  that  as  the  railroad  after 
reaching  the  top  of  the  river  cliffs,  ascends,  in  like  manner  does 
the  coal  rise,  and  at  the  collieries  the  seam  is  in  such  relative 
position  to  the  railroad  that  no  incline  must  be  resorted  to. 

M.ACDONALD  COLLIERY  COMPANY"— (P.  O.  Macdonald.) 

Located  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  Branch  R.  R.,  ten  miles 
from  its  outlet  at  Thurmond  Sta.,  this  company  operates  the  Scwell 
seam  on  a  lease  from  T.  G.  McKell.  which  seam  attains  at  this 
point  a  thickness  of  5  ft  ,  2  ins.,  being  entirely  clean,  except  where 
sandstone  top  is  met  with,  when  wdiat  is  known  as  top  coal  is  met 
having   a  varying  thickness   of    from  5   in.    to    1  ft.     The  coal 
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when  under  the  main  body  of  the  hill  lies  regularly,  and  has  slate 
top,  bat  where  the  territory  has  light  cover,  the  measure  seems  to 
conform  to  the  contours  of  the  country,  and  has  sandstone  top. 
The  present  workings  of  this  company  "are  confined  to  a  point  or 
ridge,  and  they  are  now  just  entering  upon  the  main  body  of  their 
lease,  having  an  entry  2600  ft,  double  tracked  and  laid  "for  great 
part  of  its  extent  with  30  lb  rail.  From  a  point  about  two  thous- 
and feet  from  the  drift  mouth,  the  loaded  trips  are  allowed  to  run 
to  the  tipple  by  gravity.  Thus  far  natual  ventilation  has  been 
depended  upon  as  the  narrow  extent  of  the  present  working  and 
the  proximity  of  the  crop,  enable  them  to  drive  an  entry  for  air 
when  needed.  Four  of  such  outlets  are  now  to  the  crop,  and  I 
am  advised  by  the  management  that  when  they  have  begun  the 
working  of  the  main  body  of  coal,  a  fan  and  irnprov-  d  machinery 
for  the  Bundling  of  coal  will  be  put  in.  As  will  be  observed  from 
the  extent  of  the  main  entry  2600  ft.— they  have  been  pushing 
their  work  night  and  day,  and  from  the  regularity  with  which  these 
Loop  Creek  collieries  have  been  working,  but  a  short  time  will 
elapse  before  a  territory  of  considerable  extent  will  be  developed. 
Immediately  upon  building  their  side-tracks  this  company  erected 
quite  an  elaborate  tipple,  by  which  they  have  been  prepared  to 
furnish  lump,  nut,  and  slack,  and  to  make  an  entrance  into  the 
markets  of  Cincinnati,  heretofore  rarely  supplied  by  the  New  river 
mines. 

The  erection  of  an  elaborate  and  large  store  and  about  55  houses 
may  be  noted  among  the  improvements  of  this  company.  The 
miner  is  paid  by  the  car,  as  in  Pocahontas. 

Superintendent,  S.  Dixon;  Mine  Boss,  V.  A.  Miller. 

Turkey  Knob  Coal  Company— (P.  O  ,  Macdonald.) 

Located  on  an  adjoining  McKell  lease  to  the  Macdonald  Com- 
pany, this  operation  works  the  Sewell  seam,  having  at  this  point  a 
thickness  of  5  feet  8  inches,  it  being  the  greatest  steady  height 
worked  in  the  vicinity.  The  connection  with  the  railroad  is  made 
by  a  side  track  f  mile  long,  and  switchback.  This  company  are 
also  prepared  to  ship  the  different  grade>  of  coal  and  are  shippers 
to  the  West.  The  top  in  much  of  the  mine  is  poor,  but  they  seem 
to  give  reasonable  attention  to  the  safety  of  employees.  The  ven- 
tilation and  drainage  are  quite  good  and  1  am  advised  that  on  fur- 
ther developing  their  lease  and  getting  under  the  body  of  the  coal, 
they  will  at  once  place  in  a  fan. 

Superintendent,  J.  V.  Wright;  Mine  P>oss,  Jas.  Barr. 

Dcnnloop  Coal  and  Coke  Company— (P.  O.,   Dunloop  ) 

On  first  starting  its  operation  this  company  had  much  trouble  in 
forcing  through  a  vault  in  the  main  entry,  which  for  quite  a  dis- 
tance shut  off  the  coal.  Since  getting  through  same  the  seam  had 
showed  a  thickness  of  5  feet  2  inches^  with,  in  most  places,  a  slate 
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top.  The  ventilation,  by  means  of  a  furnace,  is  quite  good,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  iirst  left  entry,  where  they  struck  a  roll, 
and  where  they  drove  too  far  without  a  break-through ;  few  men, 
however,  worked  ahead  of  this  point,  which  was  shortly  stopped 
on  account  of  water.  The  drainage  and  general  condition  of  the 
mine  is  satisfactory.  The  company,  like  most  of  the  Loop  creek 
operations  has  much  annoyance  from  the  treacherous  top,  and  have 
been  forced  lately  to  place  cross  timbers,  ."->  by  8  inches,  across  the 
hearings,  where  permanent  hard  ways  are  needed.  A  tramway  900 
feet  long  connects  the  tipple  and  mine. 

Superintendent,  Floyd  Walker;  Mine  Boss,  W.  Herbertson. 

Collins  Colliery  Company.— P.  O.,  Gletijean.) 

Located  at  the  town  of  Glenjean,  6^  miles  from  Thurmond,  this 
company  in  its  two  mines  operates  the  Sewell  or  Nuttall  seam,  hav- 
ing a  thickness  of  5  feet  of  clean  coal.  This  is  also  a  McKell  lease, 
and  of  its  whole  extent  but  about  2j  acres  fails  to  he  underlaid  with 
the  coal.  Coming  up  the  short  line  we  rind  the  seam  about  05  feet 
above  the  roadbed  at  Harvey,  and  at  Glenjean  we  have  the  coal 
passing  below  the  level  of  the  creek  and  rising  therefrom  at  a  point 
1  mile  above.  Each  mine  is  ventilated  by  a  separate  Brazil  fan, 
that  of  No.  1  mine  on  the  left  of  Crooked  branch  being  15  feet, 
and  that  of  No.  2,  just  across  the  hollow,  being  an  18  foot  fan  of 
same  make.  The  ventilation  in  both  mines  is  satisfactory,  and  al- 
though the  drainage  of  No.  1  is  good,  I  have  been  forced  to  call 
the  mine  boss's  attention  to  the  accumulation  of  water  in  the  en- 
tries of  No.  2.  Lately  the  first  right  hand  entry,  formerly  being 
driven  for  drainage,  has  holed  out  near  the  railroad,  and  it  being 
the  lowest  point  in  the  whole  lease  should,  with  attention,  ('rain 
the  workings.  Connecting  mine  No.  1  with  No.  2  is  an  elaborate 
tipple  at  an  elevation  of  34  feet  above  the  railroad  track;  while  the 
coal  from  both  mines  is  hauled  and  landed  on  the  one  tipple,  whence 
it  is  dumped  direct  into  cars  on  the.  siding.  Immediately 
connected  with  the  tipple  is  a  slack  bin,  with  a  capacity  of 
550  tons,  a  complete  set  of  conveyors  and  scrapers,  and  100  ovens, 
built  on  the  Bee  Hive  pattern  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad 
operations.  The  plant  is  constructed  for  a  capacity  of  1,500  tons 
per  diem  and  is  the  most  elaborate  outfit  in  the  New  or  Kanawha 
River  field.  I  am  informed  that  the  hoisting  engines,  built  and 
patented  by  the  Southside  Foundery  and  Machinery  Company,  of 
Charleston,  are  the  largest  in  use  for  similar  purposes,  having  four 
connected  drums,  and  a  combined  energy  of  850  horse  power. 

President,  Justus  Collins;  Mine  Boss,  James  Kelso. 

Star  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Redstar.) 

This  company  is  located  at  Star,  live  and  a-half  miles  above 
Thurmond,  and  operates  the  Sewell  seam — having  a  thickness  of 
four  feet  seven  inches  and  is  the  only  company  on  Loup  Creek  de- 
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veloping  its  own  property.  In  the  outset,  this  company  was  put 
to  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  and  expense  by  reason  of  encounter- 
ing a  serious  roll,  which  entirely  shut  out  the  coal  by  sandstone. 
However,  they  have  gone  sue  essfully  through  the  same.  Where 
slate  is  met  with  as  top,  it  is  very  treacherous,  and  much  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  mine  boss  is  required  to  prevent  casualities.  A 
system  of  rope  haulage,  manufactured  by  the  Milhollands,  is  em- 
ployed to  bring  the  coal  to  the  tipple.  The  ventilation  by  means 
of  a  furnace  is  fair,  and  I  am  informed,  that  the  company  intend 
putting  in  a  fan  at  once.  The  working  being  on  the  dip,  much 
trouble  is  experienced  with  the  water. 

Superintendent,  George  Jones  ;  Mine  Boss,  Joseph  Thurmond. 

Harvey  Coal  and  Coke  Company — (P.  ().,  Bissel.) 

Located  live  miles  above  Thurmond.  This  company  is  the  first 
one  to  work  the  Sewell  seam,  which  at  this  point  shows  a  thickness 
of  live  feet  four  inches.  ^  nen  first  opening  up  the  mine,  the 
coal  was  in  several  places  six  feet,  but  I  notice  on  investigating  this 
vein  that  its  average  height  in  all  the  Loup  Creek  mines  is  rive  feet 
two  inches  when  under  the  body  of  the  hill  and  with  slate  top;  but 
where  we  find  sandstone  we  find  it  varying  sometimes  reaching  six 
ft  et  two  inches  and  then  running  down  to  three  and  one-half  feet^  and 
usually  in  such  cases  having  the  top  coal  (so  called  by  the  miners.) 
This  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most  favorably  laid  out  mines  for 
the  economic  mining  of  coal  in  this  territory,  having  the  advan- 
tages of  natural  drainage  ;  sufficient  height  above  the  railroad  for 
screening  the  coal,  and  having  easy  grades  in  favor  of  the  loads. 
The  compaiy  have  lately  placed  in  successful  operation  a  Thayer 
fan  which  gives  excellent  ventilation,  while  the  drainage  is  also  ex- 
cellent. This  mine  is  also  subjected  to  the  annoyance  of  bad  top 
in  all  cases  where  the  roof  is  slate.  Connecting  the  drift  mouth 
with  the  tipple  is  a  2,500  feet  tramway,  over  which  a  locomotive  is 
run.  The  tipple  has  just  been  remodeled,  wuth  one  hundred  ovens 
built  and  fitted  with  a  large  slack  bin  and  a  set  of  conveyors  used 
for  the  elevation  of  slack  from  the  small  bin  under  the  screens. 

Superintendent,  James  McGuffin  ;  Mine  Boss,  A.  G.  Gibson. 

New  River  Southside  Mines. 

Thurmond  Coal  Company— (P.  ().,  Concho.) 

Continuing  our  discussion  of  the  New  River  mines,  and  passing 
to  the  Southside  of  the  same,  we  have  the  Thurmond  Coal  Com- 
pany, operating  a  lease  from  the  Low  Estate.  The  Sewell  or  Nut- 
tall  seam  is  here  worked  having  an  average  thickness  of  50  inches, 
with  a  slate  top,  which  in  most  parts  of  the  workings  is  very 
treacherous,  making  the  robbing  of  old  workings  dangerous.  This 
operation  consists  of  three  openings;  one,  the  old  or  No.  1,  imme- 
diately adjoins  the  drum  house  and  is  mostly  wTorked  out,   since 
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now  on\y  a  few  entries  are  working-,  and  the  whole  of  the  coal  will 
soon  be  pillars.  For  some  reason,  mostly  due  to  neglect  in  fur- 
nishing report,  this  operation  was  left  out  on  my  last  list,  and  from 
the  improvements  noted  in  the  working,  it  may  have  been  better 
that  same  was  overlooked,  as  at  that  time  I  would  have  been  forced 
to  make  any  but  a  favorable  report  of  its  conditions;  as  the  former 
management  was  most  persistent  in  neglecting  the  carrying"  out  of 
such  instructions  as  were  left  with  it  from  time  to  time.  Of  late 
1  have  heard  no  complaints  from  the  men,  while  before  I  was  re- 
peatedly advised  of  defects;  and  during  the  last  year  an  electric 
fan  has  been  placed  in  the  mine,  giving  excellent  results;  a  ditch 
of  considerable  extent  has  also  been  cut  to  effectively  drain  off  the 
accumulated  water,  and  the  changes  within  the  entire  mine  have 
been  most  pleasing.  An  electric  motor  is  employed  for  handling 
the  coal  from  a  distant  point  in  No.  1,  to  the  drift,  while  it  also 
enters  quite  a  way  into  No.  2.  No.  2  is  satisfactorily  ventilated  by 
a  furnace  and  fairly  well  drained,  while  No.  3  is  and  has  been  idle 
for  some  time.  The  electric  cutting  machines  have  for  the  time 
being  been  abandoned. 

It  may  be  here  noted  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  output  is 
shipped  to  the  iron  furnaces  at  Low  Moor  Virginia,  where  it  is 
coked  and  used  in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Another  thing  worthy 
of  note  is  that  no  serious  or  fatal  accidents  have  occurred  at  this 
colliery  as  against  two  fatal  and  six  non-fatal  last  year. 

Superintendent,  G.  H.  Caperton;  Mine  Boss,  Arthur  Boyd. 

Rush  Run  Coal  and  Coke  Coup  any — (P.  O.,  Rush  Run.) 

Located  on  the  south  side  of  New  River  opposite  Dim  mock,  this 
company  onerates  the  Red  Ash  or  Fire  Creek  seam  which  at  this 
point  attains  its  greatest  thickness,  averaging  5  feet  2  inches  and 
in  some  places  showing  6  feet  of  clean  coal.  The  territory  devel- 
oped is  one  of  the  most  extensive  on  New  River,  having  entries 
over  3,000  feet  in  length,  and  a  capacity  of  600  tons  per  diem.  As 
to  the  general  condition  of  the  mine  I  can  not  speak  very  favora- 
bly as  the  extent  of  the  Workings  justify  better  means  of  ventila- 
tion than  that  now  in  use,  since  by  reason  of  the  furnace  being 
almost  on  the  same  elevation  of  the  intake,  and  there  being-  no 
future  intake  for  the  air  available,  there  is  great  need  of  a  fan.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  management  to  this  defect  several  times 
and  have  its  letter  to  the  effect  that  a  fan  would  be  ordered  by 
October  1,  1895.  This  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  them  of  August  2, 
1895.  They  have  had  some  other  changes  in  contemplation  and  I 
have  held  off  asking  for  improvements  till  this  late  date,  that  all 
might  be  done  together.  As  a  developed  body  of  coal,  this  is 
superior  to  any  in  this  section,  usually  maintaining  a  good  height 
and  lumping  Well.  The  mining  is  done  on  the  dip,  and  although 
considerable  water  has  to  he  contended  with,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  company  employ  reasonable  means  to  keep  it  in  check.  The 
top  consisting  of  from  12  to  20  inches  of  draw  slate  (which  is  often 
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overtopped  by  a  six  inch  scam  of  coal),  is  very  treacherous,  often 
falling-  and  gives  the  company  much  annoyance  and  expense.  It 
may,  however  be  noted,  that  while  the  miner  is  making  his  cut  and 
after  the  same  is  tired  the  top  seems  to  bo  quite  safe,  and  it  is 
mostly  due  to  the  effect  of  air  and  uisintegration,  caused  greatly 
b\  the  presence  of  the  streak  of  coal  referred  to  above,  which  ren- 
ders the  top  in  the  old  rooms  and  robbings  so  treacherous. 
Superintendent,  F.  Howald  ;    Mine  Boss,  Jos.  Schweitzer. 

Red  Ash  Coal  Company. — (P.  <).,  Fire  Creek.) 

This  operation,  located  opposite  Fire  Creek,  operates  also  a  Low 
lease  working  the  Red  Ash  seam,  being  at  this  point  on  an  average 
five  feet,  but  varyinggreatly.  Sometimes  showing  six  feet  and  over, 
and  again  tailing  out  to  nothing.  The  output  of  this  mine  most 
noticeable,  the  lump,  has  gained  quite  a  reputation  for  itself  as  a  do- 
mestic fuel,  much  of  it  being  shipped  to  the  east  for  private  uses. 
The  ventilation  of  the  mine  is  rather  poor,  caused  more  by  the  pres- 
ence of  rolls  and  faults  than  negligence  of  the  mine  boss.  The  drain- 
age is  unusually  good.  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by 
the  company  in  getting  around  a  very  serious  fault,  which  had  shut 
off  each  entry  in  the  mine.  For  the  last  eight  months,  they  have 
been  driving  a  test  entry,  and  from  the  present  indications  they 
have  again  met  with  good  coal,  as  it  shows  up  in  both  rooms  and 
headings  live  feet  live  inches.  During  the  scarcity  of  coal  while  ar- 
riving around  the  fault,  they  opened  up  a  new  drift  on  the  Rush 
Run  side  of  their  lease,  where  the  coal  also  makes  a  good  showing. 
This  portion  of  the  mine  has  not  been  driven  far,  and  I  trust  that 
a  furnace  will  be  placed  at  this  drift  when  needed.  The  top  through- 
out the  old  workings  is  fair,  while  that  in  the  new  mine  on  Rush 
Run  side  is  bad. 

Superintendent,  F.  Howald  ;  Mine  Boss,   Jco.  Laing. 

Brooklyn  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Sewell.) 

Located  opposite  East  Sewell  is  the  fourth  of  the  Low  mines, 
under  the  same  management  as  the  last  two  mentioned.  The 
!  Sewell  seam  is  here  worked,  having  a  thickness  of  50  inches,  with 
ja  fairly  good  top.  The  ventilation  by  means  of  a  furnace  is  quite 
good,  and  the  drainage,  when  we  bear  in  mind  the  fact  of  its  being 
mined  on  the  dip,  fair.  The  top  in  that  portion  of  the  mine  near 
the  crop  is  sandstone,  and  in  this  portion  robbing  has  been  started. 

Top  is  now  shot  at  this  mine  for  height  instead  of  bottom  as  for- 
merly. 

Superintendent,  F.  Howald  ;    Mine  Boss,  John  Eastham. 

Cunard  Coal  Company— (P.  O.,  Sewell.) 

This  operation  located  on  the  Southside  of  New  River  opposite 
Sewell  Station,  is  another  of  the  mines  working  the  Sewell  seam 
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on  a  lease  from  the  Low  Estate.  The  coal  is  four  feet  thick,  hav- 
ing few  rolls  and  faults  and  fair  top,  usually  slate.  The  ventila- 
tion by  means  of  a  furnace  is  usually  good,  but  often  through  the 
neglect  of  the  mine  boss,  cutting  and  stoppages  of  the  break- 
throughs are  not  properly  attended  to.  Some  little  robbing  has 
been  started  on  the  second  right,  but  the  work  is  mostly  new.  A 
short  while  since  an  entry  was  driven  through  the  hill  to  the  Coal 
Run  side,  affording  better  means  of  ventilation.  It  seems  that  in 
driving  the  main  entry  air  course  under  a  hollow,  they  inadvert- 
ently passed  too  close  to  the  crop,  causing  the  top  to  cut  badly  and 
a  portion  to  fall  in.  I  spoke  to  the  mine  foreman  relative  to  this 
and  will  look  to  its  being  timbered  and  held.  The  drainage  is  fair 
considering  its  dip  workings.  In  order  to  preserve  the  main  haul 
ways  in  good  order,  they  have  corduroyed  or  cross  tied  them. 
Superintendent,  F.  Howald;     Mine  Boss,  G.  W.  Eastham. 

New  River  Coke  Company — (P.  O.,  Caperton.) 

This  mine  located  on  the  southside  of  New  River  is  another  lease 
of  the  Low  estate,  and  is  but  an  offspring  of  the  same  company  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  having  the  same  tipple  and  supplying 
the  same  black  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ovens.  Connection  be- 
tween the  two  mines  across  the  river  is  made  by  a  wire  rope  tram- 
way, consisting  of  the  suspension  of  two  ropes  2,000  feet  from  an- 
chor to  anchor,  and  the  traveling  of  two  buckets  thereon— the  gravity 
of  the  descending  load  returning  the  empty  to  the  drum  house.  The 
buckets  have  a  capacity  of  two  and  a-half  tons  and  make  a  trip 
every  one  and  one-fourth  minutes.  The  general  condition  of  the  mine 
is  good,  although  they  are  much  annoyed  by  water  having  to  ope 
rate  on  the  dip.  The  coal  is  four  feet  thick,  clean,  and  the  top 
after  several  inches  of  draw  slate  come  down,  good.  Trouble  was 
at  first  experienced  in  the  main  entry  by  the  slate  cutting  and  tim 
boring  was  tried  but  abandoned,  as  they  found  pulling  the  draw 
slate  best.     The  main  entry  in  this  mine  is  also  cross  laid. 

Superintendent.  G.  H.  Caperton  ;  Mine  Boss,  William  Gilmour. 


: 


Brown  Coal  Company — (P.  O.,  Nuttall.) 

Located  on  the  southside,  opposite  Nuttall,  and  is  also  a  lease 
from  the  Low  estate,  operating  the  Sewellseam,  which  at  this  point 
is  thirty-eight  indies.  At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  re- 
port, they  had  shipped  but  little  coal  and  an  inspection  trip  was  not 
deemed  necessary. 

Superintendent,  Percy  Brown  ;  Mine  Boss,  none  yet. 


MINE    STATISTICS 
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Table   Showing   th    Output  of  Coal  and  Coke  Ay  Counties  from 
June  30//,  1894,  to  June  30M,   1895. 
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Tall 


t  Showing  the  Analyses  of  (lie  Coal  Mined  from  the  Different 
St  ams  in  the  Third  Mining  District  of  West   Virginia. 


Name  of  Seam. 


Pocahontas  or  No.  3 

Pocahontas  or  No  3 
Pocahontas  or  No.  3 
Fire  Creek  or  Red  Aivb..... 
Fire  Creek  or  Red  Ash 
Lower  Kittai  ning  or  Ansted 

Sewell  or  Nuttallburjr 

Sewell  or  Nuttallburg 

Sewell  or  Nuttallburg 
S-well  or  Nuttallburg 

Upper   Freeport 

Thacker  seam 

Diamond  or  No.   2  Gas 


Pocahonta9  or  No.  3 

Kire  Creek  or  Ri-d  A.sh 

Sewell   or   isuttallburg 

Eagle  or  No.  1 

Diamond  or  I\o.  2 

Lower  Kittanning  or  Ansted 


T5.50 
73.  SO 
75.  40 

:.r).r,s 

75  46 
65.  00 
7"). 65 
74.12 
70. 68 
75. 8* 
5H.80 
59.50 
61.75 


C  c3 


19. 07 
20.96 
17.57 
22.  33 
22  60 
29.  70 
26.  64 
22.  15 
28.64 
21.  S3 
34.63 
35.61 
23.20 


1.06 
.68 

.70 
0.50 


1.00 
0  67 
0.65 
0.67 
0.52 
3.(4 
1.54 
0.83 


5.95 
3 

2.  29 
0.54 

0.47 

o  30 
0.50 
0.84 

0.49 
0.37 
0  65 
0.99 
0.50 


3.98 
5.  28 
6.33 
1.05 
0.71 
4.00 
1 .  53 

3.  OS 

1  53 

I  85 
5.33 
2.75 
1.43 


Name  of  Company  Operating 


Greenbrier  Coal  and  Cok.-  I  !o 

Bottom  Creek  Coal    and    Cuke    Co. 
Keystone  i  oal  and  Coke  Go. 
Beury  i  oal  and  Coke  Co. 
Rush  Run  Co»]  and  Coke  Co. 
Gauley  Mountain  Coal  G<" . 
Payette  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
Macdonald  Colliery  i  'o. 
Ballingei  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
Collins  Colliery  Co.,  Glenjean. 
Wells  Branch   i  !cal  Co. 
Thacker  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
Mt.  Carbon  Co.,  Limited. 


Table  Showing  Coke  Analyses. 


93  41 

1.4^ 

0.37 

0.85 

4.76 

91.94 

0.49 

0.  15 

0.3* 

6.  92 

96.14 

0.14 

0  29 

0.56 

2>6 

90.88 

0.  57 

8.55 

91.05 

0.66 

it  12 

0.63 

7.55 

88.10 

1.40 

0.50 

10.00 

Average  Flat  Top  Field 
Fire  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
New  River  CoKe  Co. 
Wyant  Coal  aid  Coke  Co. 
Mt.  Carbon  Co.,  Limited. 
Gauley  Mountain  ■  'o.-il   I '. 


Table  Showing  the  Analyses  of  Colee  Made  of  West  Virginia  Coal, 
Compared  with  that  of  Other  Coking  Districts. 


Birmingham. 

Pocahontas ... 
New  River 
Conne'sville  . 


Name  of  District. 


87.30 
93.41 
92.15 

88.96 


a;  _. 

0.80 
1.  IB 
1.  12 
0.  13 

0  16 
0  37 
0.10 
0.06 


1.19 

0.S5 
0.60 
0.81 


10  55 
4.76 
6.01 
9.74 
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